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FOSTERING STORY BOOK LAUNCHED 



Man is jailed 
for smuggling 
cigarettes and 
fake watches 

CROWN COURT REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


At a book launch in The Senedd are the Mayor of 
Bridgend County Borough, Coun Clive James, 
Val Jones, Natalie Silcox, Carwyn Jones AM, 
Bernadette Guy and ‘the sons and daughters ’. 
SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 4 
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Book now for 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY DINNER 

Traditional 
Sunday Lunch 
or Indian Dinner 

£20 per person 

inc. glass of 

_ champagne 

Our MEAL DEAL SPECIALS 
are too good to miss! 

70 Eastgate, Cowbridge * 01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-I 2.00pm 
including Bank Holidays 
****F 00 d Hygiene - Scores on the doors 


Early Bird 
Specials 

4 Course Meal only 
£8.50 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. 

NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 

Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


Police appeal after 
collision on M4 


SOUTH Wales Police are 
investigating a serious road 
traffic collision which hap¬ 
pened on the westbound on- 
slip of the M4 at 8.45pm at 
Sarn on Thursday, October 31. 

There was one vehicle involved in 
the collision, a red coloured 
Mitsubishi Lancer, which left the 
road. 

The 29-year-old male driver of 
this vehicle was conveyed to Princess 
of Wales Hospital where he was 


being treated for serious injuries. 

South Wales Police is appealing 
for any witnesses to contact them. 
Officers would like to speak to any 
person who witnessed the collision, 
or anyone who may have seen the 
vehicle being driven prior to the col¬ 
lision. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the South Wales Police 
Roads Policing Unit at on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 


A FORMER bankrupt who 
committed offences involving 
smuggled cigarettes and fake 
watches has been jailed for eight 
months at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

It was necessary, said Judge David 
Wynn Morgan, to impose condign pun¬ 
ishments, “Not least because you have 
offended in this way in the past.” 

Ian Freeman (50) of Heol Maes-yr- 
Haf, Pencoed, admitted charges of deal¬ 
ing with goods with fraudulent intent 
and making unauthorised use of a trade¬ 
mark. 

Prosecutor Carys Owen said that on 
January 8, officers of the Revenue and 
Customs saw two men in the North 
Road area of Bridgend, one of whom 
was Freeman. 

They searched a van and found 25 
boxes of cigarettes. Thirteen boxes con¬ 
tained cigarettes totalling £31,800 on 
which duty of £25,006 had not been 
paid. 

Trading Standards officers were 
called in and discovered 235 fake 
watches with a fraudulent trademark of 
‘ICE’. All were seized by Trading 
Standard officers. 

When arrested, Freeman exercised 
his right to remain silent, but he later 


said he had been offered £200 for a unit 
he occupied to store the goods. 

Said Miss Owen: “All this was pro¬ 
fessionally planned.” 

Freeman said he could not say how 
the cigarettes and watches came into his 
possession. 

He was said to have a previous con¬ 
viction for evading tobacco duty. 

His barrister, Peter Woodall, said: 
“This is, of course, a serious case. Sadly, 
he is physically frail with diabetes and 
alcohol issues. 

“His remorse is heartfelt, and he has 
brought shame to his family. It was not 
a sophisticated operation and he was 
acting as a warehouseman and gave way 
to temptation at a time of dire financial 
straits.” 

He said Freeman had been 
approached by another person whose 
identity he would not reveal because 
there would be “repercussions”. 

The judge said Freeman had been 
taken advantage of because of difficult 
circumstances and he had taken a course 
of action to shield others. 

The offences, he added, had been 
compounded by his reluctance to reveal 
who the others were. 

He was ordered to pay a victim sur¬ 
charge of £100. 


THE WATERMILL 

Country Pub and Dining 

Now Under New 
Management 



Pre-book a table for 4 or more, and receive a 
FREE bottle of house wine! 

Call 01656 650562 and quote BOOKGEM 
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IIEODORE 

Y* 


Bridgend 
Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) 
CF31 3AQ 


RECLAMATION & BUILDING SALVAGE 


Visit our fully stocked salvage yard 

Oak Fireplace 
Beams and 
Slate Hearths 
All sizes in stock 




www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Sat & Sun 8.30am-12noon. Weekdays 8.30am-4.15pm 
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Council highlights 
the problem of 
dodgy used cars 


DURING National Consumer 
Week (November 4-10), 
Bridgend County Borough 
Council’s Trading Standards 
service is running a campaign 
to help steer local residents in 
the right direction when buying 
used vehicles. 

Residents are being urged to ‘check it 
not regret it’ when buying used cars and 
the Trading Standards service has a list 
of top tips that consumers should follow 
to avoid being stung: 

• Check the vehicle’s MoT certifi¬ 
cate, which indicates if it is roadworthy. 

• Check the vehicle’s service history 
to see how well it has been maintained. 

• Check the V5 registration docu¬ 
ment to make sure the car isn’t stolen. 

• Check if the car has been written 
off to give you an insight into its histo¬ 
ry. 

• Check the vehicle’s finance history 


to make it doesn’t have any outstanding 
finance. 

• Do a test drive and a walk-around 
check to detect signs that the vehicle 
isn’t what it seems. 

• Get an engineer’s check to identify 
the vehicle’s condition and any hidden 
dangers. 

• Check a price value guide to make 
sure you are paying a reasonable price. 

• Check the car hasn’t been recalled 
by the manufacturer for safety reasons. 

Council Leader, Coun Mel Nott, 
said: “I would advise everyone to fol¬ 
low the Trading Standards service’s 
simple steps when buying used cars to 
make sure there is a U-turn in the high 
number of buyers who are currently get¬ 
ting a bad deal.” 

If you have a problem with a second 
hand vehicle, you can get help from the 
Citizens Advice consumer service by 
calling 08454 04 05 06 or visiting 
www. advicegu ide.org. uk. 


Porthcawl Bridge results 



THE club mixed pairs champi¬ 
onship has been won by the 
recently formed partnership of 
Gwen Thomas and Alwyn Hill. 

They easily triumphed over more 
established partnerships to win the 
Haworth Salver. 

Other latest results are Saturday, 
October 19: First, Betty Longley and 
Roger Plant; second, Peter and Sandy 
Jenkins. 

Monday, October 21: First, Betty 
Longley and Sue Anthony; second, 
Norma and Dave Newman. 

Thursday, October 24: Club mixed 
pairs - First, Gwen Thomas and Alwyn 
Hill; second, Betty Longley and Roger 


Plant. 

Saturday, October 26: First, Roger 
Draper and Trish Saunders; second, 
Peter and Sandy Jenkins. 

Monday, October 28: First, Maurice 
and Margaret Harris; second, Roger 
Plant and Terry Dolan. 

Thursday, October 31: First, Trish 
Saunders and Sue Anthony; second, 
Emer Disley and Betty Longley. 

The club meets three times a week - 
Saturday and Thursday at the Awel-y- 
Mor centre, and Monday at the 
Glamorgan Holiday Hotel from 
7pm-10.15pm. Visitors welcome at 
any time. 

To contact the club, call secretary, 
Trish, 01656785794. TH 


Bridgend planning 


Mrs Heather Mehrez - Angleton 
House off Bridgend Road, Pen-y-Fai 

- Remove lower epicormic growth, lat¬ 
eral reduction, crown lifting, coppicing 
to various trees. 

Mr P Wetton - 64 Eleanor Close, 
Pencoed - Remove overhanging 
branches and limbs and crown reduce 
by 35-40 per cent. 

Mr Stephen Watkins - 109 Wood 
Green, Cefn Glas - Remove three ash 
trees. 

Rage Fitness Limited - Unit 8 and 8A, 
Litchard Industrial Estate, Bridgend 

- Change of use from factory to gym. 
Zero Carbon Futures - Welcome 
Break, Sarn Park Services, Sarn - 
Quick charge electric vehicle unit to be 
installed in the main car park (amend¬ 
ed plans). 

Mrs E Lepozynska - 25/25A Newcastle 
Hill, Bridgend - Change existing 
colour of front exterior wall and front 
door. 

Mr W T Crole - 59 Rockfields, 
Nottage, Porthcawl - Extension to 
existing front dormer. 

Mr Andrew Turpy - Bridgend 
Women’s Aid, 4 Court Road, 
Bridgend - Convert former office 
building to dental practice. 

Greenfields Development Ltd - Land 
rear of Darran House, High Street, 
Heol y Cyw, Bridgend - eight semi¬ 


detached low cost dwellings. 

Mr J Mitchell -110 West Park Drive, 
Porthcawl - First floor extension, two 
storey and single storey rear extension. 
Mr V Thomas - Land adjacent 20 
Bradfield Avenue, Bridgend - New 
detached dwelling (outline applica¬ 
tion). 

Mrs Ruth Bevan - The Cottages, 3 
Maddocks Place, Bridgend - Paint 
exterior magnolia. 

Mr M Rees - 19 Bryn Llidiard, 
Litchard - Demolish existing lean to 
and conservatory and erect single 
storey rear extension. 

Mrs C Bailey - 19 Fford Haern/Iron 
Way, Tondu - First floor extension. 

Mr Lee Elliott - 14 Wern Fawr, 
Pencoed - Single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr Paul Upton - Resurface existing 
car park area to a uniform block 
paving car parking area. 

Mrs W L Maddock - 4 Waterhall 
Road, Kenfig Hill - Single storey side 
extension. 

Bridgend Town Council - Public 
Library, Wyndham Street, Bridgend - 
First floor as council offices and 
chamber. Mixed use as a galleria. 

Mr Matthew Bates - 33 Fulmar Road, 
Porthcawl - Ground floor extension to 
side. 


‘REFRESH’ 

ON THE ROAD 
IN PENCOED... 


THE popular 

Refresh service 

which has twice 
been hosted by 
Holy Cross Church 
is now on the road, 
with the next venue 
being Pencoed this 
Saturday. 

“St David’s Church, 
Pencoed, approached us 
and asked us if we could 
hold a service there, 
which we are delighted 
to do”, said June 
Vandamme, one of the 
co-coordinators of 
Refresh. 

The service is being 
held in the Church Hall 
which is behind St 
David’s Church in 
Penprysg Road, Pencoed 
CF35 6RH. 

“The service will be 
this Saturday, November 
9, as usual it starts at 
6.30pm with tea and cof¬ 
fee and the service itself 
will begin at 7pm and 
will last about an hour. 

“The theme of the 
service is ‘Trees are 
known by their fruit’ and 
will focus on the ‘Fruit 
of the Spirit’. 

“Everyone is very 
welcome to come and 
join us for this service of 


contemporary worship, 
teaching, prayer ministry 
and creative prayer.” 

Refresh now has a 
website where more 
information about this 
and other events can be 
found: www.be- 

refreshed.com or you 
can telephone 

01685375542 for more 
details. 

From Pencoed it looks 
as though the next venue 
for the service will be 
Bargoed. 

But Cowbridge will 
remain very much a part 
of Refresh plans with 
two events currently 
planned. 

‘Amazing Journeys’ is 
an evening presented by 
young people from 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive school, 
combining inspiring sto¬ 
ries and good food! 

Tickets need to be 
booked and are available 
for just £15, which 
includes a two course 
meal at the Bear Hotel. 

The evening is on 
November 13 but tickets 
really need to be booked 
by Friday, 8th. Ring 
Dale on 01446 771436, 
to see if you can be 
squeezed in. 

Sue Freeland 


Busy festive 
season ahead 
for Kenfig choir 


RECENTLY, the 
Kenfig Hill & 
District Male Voice 
Choir entertained 
its loyal hand of 
patrons and vice 
presidents in The 
Grove Golf Club. 

For an hour before 
food was served, the 
choir performed from 
their extremely varied 
repertoire including 
the introduction of one 
new item. After the 
first five items, the 
choir made way for the 
two magnificent young 
voices of Rhian Hughes 
and Neil Parker, 


singing carols in local 
retirement and nursing 
homes and the Princess 
of Wales Hospital in 
the weeks leading up to 
Christmas. 

Before the 

Christmas carols the 
choir will be staging an 
‘Autumn Evening of 
Song’ in Cornelly 
Community Centre on 
Thursday, November 
17. The Male Voice 
Choir will be joined by 
both of their junior 
choirs; Crescendo and 
Da Capo, tickets are 
only £5. 

Tickets are available 


singing solo and togeth- f rom members or call 


er in duet, the choir 
returned to sing anoth¬ 
er five numbers to con¬ 
clude the first part of 
the evening. 

After all were suit¬ 
ably fed and watered, 
the evening’s guest 
artist, Drew Martin, 
kept everyone laugh¬ 
ing, singing and danc¬ 
ing with two hours of 
superb entertainment. 

The choir is now 
busy preparing for its 
round of carol singing, 
because as well as 
singing in some won¬ 
derful venues through¬ 
out the year, it will be 


01443 229227. 
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Local high schooVs 
fundraising helps 
give hunger the boot 

PUPILS at Archbishop hunger and thirst. focused on the slogan, 

McGrath Catholic “It is a time for us to ‘Give hunger the boot’ 
High School in thank God for what we and featured a wide range 
Bridgend have raised have been given and to be of activities, including 
almost £2 500 for char- challenged about what we welly walks, welly line 
ity - thanks to an inten- can do for those who have dancing, design a welly, 
sive week of fundrais- notllin g- We always sup- welly poetry and finding 
• port the work of the welly. 

Half of this total will go °y° D ' “ II w f. ^ ft f n wd a 

‘Give Hunger the anc * ™ s ^ ear we t00 ^ a successful way of raising 
fundraising s P ec ' a * interest in Farm both a substantial sum of 
* Africa, because of its money and the awareness 
emphasis on development of students, both for the 
not aid. needs of others and how 

“In lessons, and special we can help. 

Africa to help end hunger assemblies led by stu- “I am very grateful to 
ir dents, our young people head of religious educa- 
were introduced to the tion, Joanne Pearson, and 
work of Farm Africa and all the staff and students 
CAFOD. This year’s for the success of this 
fund-raising and aware- event, llongyfarchiadau 


to ‘Give Hunger the 
Boot’ 

appeal for the UK charity 
Farm Africa, which is 
working with smallholder 
farmers across eastern 


for good. The other half 
will go to CAFOD. 

To help ‘Give Hunger 
the Boot’, all the pupils 
aged between 11 and 18, 
as well as many of the ness - raisin g 
teaching and support staff, 
took part in a jam-packed 
week of welly boot 
inspired fun. 

Activities included the 
Great Welsh Bake Off, a 
design a boot competition, 
an ‘Ode to a Welly’ poetry 
competition, a teachers 
versus pupils welly 
dodgeball tournament, a 
‘boot-tucker’ trial, a daily 
‘Where’s Welly’ competi¬ 
tion and even ‘boot-loose’ 
line dancing. 

If that wasn’t enough, 

130 year-7 pupils also 
took part in a ‘Welly 
Walk’, completing two 
miles each towards Farm 
Africa’s ‘Great African 
Welly Walk’. The number 
of ‘welly miles’ walked 
by the school will be 
added to the grand total of 
miles walked by all partic¬ 
ipating schools and 
churches across the UK. 

Last year, the total 
number of miles walked 
was equivalent to a mass 
‘Welly Walk’ all the way 
to a Farm Africa project in 
Ethiopia and back. This 
year Farm Africa is hop¬ 
ing to go even further by 
walking all the way to one 
of their projects in Kenya. 

And back! 

Responding to the 
extraordinary fundraising 
efforts of his pupils, head¬ 
teacher Rev Dr Philip 
Manghan said: “Every 
autumn, around the time 
of harvest, the school 
organises events and 
activities to support those 
who each day face severe 


activities pawb!” 


Hospital choir 

THE corridors of Princess of Wales 
Hospital will soon be alive with the sound 
of music. 

A new choir will launch in the hospital’s chapel 
next Tuesday (November 12) between 1pm and 
2.30pm. Called the Princess of Wales Choir, it has 
been started and funded by ABMU Arts in Health, in 
partnership with the Bridgend Carers Centre. 

An invitation has gone out to patients, hospital 
staff and carers linked to the centre to come along 
and join in - even those who think they cannot sing. 

Choir leader Pauline Down has moved from north 
Wales where she has led three thriving community 
choirs, including one in Ysbyty Gwynedd. 

Pauline said: “Songs will be taught by ear, includ¬ 
ing harmony songs from all over the world. The style 
of teaching will be fun and accessible to all. 

“Singing on a regular basis in a group enables you 
to develop new skills, build confidence and enjoy the 
social aspect of making new friends and belonging 
to a singing community.” 


Hallowe’en - 
ghostly fun 
for families 


FAMILIES living 
near Betws Primary 
School were able to 
make a ‘flying start’ 
to their Hallowe’en 
festivities by going 
to a special party 
that was organised 
by Bridgend 

County Borough 
Council’s Flying 
Start team. 

The Hallowe’en party 
featured ghostly goings- 
on such as fancy dress, 
games, arts and crafts, as 
well as songs, rhymes 
and sensory play. 

Coun Huw David, 
BCBC cabinet member 
for children and young 
People, said: “We are 
very lucky in Flying Start 
to have proactive and 
enthusiastic staff who 
organise fun events such 
as these. The language 
and play officers provide 
interactive sessions that 
give families lots of ideas 
that they can then use at 
home to help support 
their children’s develop¬ 
ment.” 

The Flying Start pro¬ 
gramme is the Welsh 
Government’s flagship 


initiative for eligible 
families living in certain 
areas who have children 
aged under four-years- 
old, and regular Flying 
Start language and play 
sessions take place every 
Tuesday at Betws 
Primary School between 
1.30pm and 2.30pm. 

Flying Start focuses 
on four key elements - 
free quality childcare, 
parenting support, inten¬ 
sive health visitor sup¬ 
port and support for early 
literacy. 

The Welsh 

Government recently 
announced additional 
funding and the scheme 
has recently expanded in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough in the following 
areas: Maesteg West, 

Oakwood Estate, identi¬ 
fied areas in Cefn Glas 
and the Brackla 

Meadows and Waunscil 
Avenue area of Brackla. 

In 2014-15, further 
expansion of the pro¬ 
gramme will mean that 
families and children in 

areas of Blackmill, 

Lewistown and Sam will 
also benefit from Flying 
Start. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 14) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

07 Thur 

08.38 

9.9 

21.01 

9.7 

08 Fri 

09.24 

9.6 

21.51 

9.2 

09 Sat 

10.13 

9.1 

22.41 

8.7 

10 Sun 

11.20 

8.7 

23.49 

8.3 

11 Mon 



12.29 

8.4 

12 Tues 

01.11 

8.2 

13.48 

8.5 

13 Wed 

02.31 

8.3 

14.59 

8.8 

14 Thur 

03.34 

8.7 

15.55 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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Rugby player 
gets his last 
chance after 
alcohol-fueled 
attack in club 


A PORTHCAWL 
RFC player who, 
when drunk, 

attacked a member 
of the club’s com¬ 
mittee, has walked 
free from Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Daniel Shore, a 30- 
year-old labourer, was 
told by Recorder Ian 
Murphy QC: “Your 
qualities have saved 
you.” 

Shore, of Ewenny 
Close, Porthcawl, had 
admitted causing David 
Long actual bodily 
harm. 

He was jailed for six 
months, the sentence 
suspended for two years, 
and made subject to a 
two-year supervision 
order. 

He was also directed 
to carry out 150 hours 
unpaid work and to pay 
a victim surcharge of 
£80. 

Said the Recorder: “If 


by AJ 
SICLUNA 

you let alcohol get the 
better of you again, there 
will be consequences.” 

Prosecutor Ian Kolvin 
said that on August 31, 
there was a social event 
at the rugby club. Shore 
was a regular member 
and was well-known and 
liked. 

He became intoxicat¬ 
ed and when asked to 
leave, he refused. 
Without any provoca¬ 
tion, he headbutted Mr 
Long to the jaw area and 
punched another man. 

He was held in a bear 
hug and taken to the 
exit, but he was again 
unwilling to leave and 
threw a punch to Mr 
Long’s face which 
knocked him to the floor 
unconscious. 

After being arrested, 
he could not explain 
why the incident 
occurred. 


Mr Long, the court 
heard, had not wished to 
pursue the case against 
Shore. 

Shore was said to 
have convictions for 
causing actual bodily 
harm, one of which 
involved attacking a 
man he believed had 
stolen his bicycle. 

His counsel, Owen 
Williams, said: “He 
realises he is at risk of 
losing his liberty. Every 
time he commits an 
offence, it is because he 
has lost his temper. 

“These failings need 
to be addressed. He is 
truly remorseful because 
at the time, he was get¬ 
ting his life in order.” 

Mr Williams said he 
had drunk far too much 
alcohol following an 
away game in Neath. 

Shore, he said, was 
welcome to return to the 
club to play and coach 
and he deserved a last 
chance. 


Ivy celebrates her 


104th birthday 



104-year-old Ivy Davies from Sarn being wished a very happy birthday 
by the Mayor and Mayoress of Bridgend County Borough. 


AS Wales kick off their 
autumn international series 
this Saturday, they will be 
cheered on by one special fan 
who has seen more of the ups 
and downs of Welsh rugby 
than most. 

Ivy Davies, from Sam near 
Bridgend, has just celebrated her 
104th birthday, and will be watching 
the big match on TV this weekend. 

Ivy’s love of mgby was probably 
always meant to be, as she was even 
born in a ‘Grand Slam’ year. 

Although the sport would have 
been quite different in 1909, it was 
another very successful year for the 
Welsh team. 

To help celebrate her 104th birth¬ 
day, Ivy was paid a visit by the 
Mayor of Bridgend County Borough, 
Coun Clive James, and the Mayoress, 
Coun Pauline James. 

They called into her home to pres¬ 
ent her with flowers and find out 


about her love of mgby, and the 
Mayor said: “It was great to meet Ivy, 
one of Bridgend county borough’s 
centenarians. We enjoyed a good chat 
and also found out about her family, 
which includes seven grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren. She is 
extremely proud of her family, just as 
they are of her.” 

Ivy received a letter from the 
Queen in 2009 to commemorate her 
100th birthday, and another congratu¬ 
latory message will arrive through the 
letter box from Her Majesty to mark 
Ivy’s 105th birthday next year. 

Ivy’s daughter Gillian Moystyn 
said: “The Mayor and Mayoress pre¬ 
sented my mother with a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers and talked to her 
for quite a while. She has always 
enjoyed watching rugby and when 
she turned 100 she met the Welsh 
mgby team and was given tickets to 
watch them play the All Blacks. 

“She will certainly be cheering 
them on this weekend!” 


Successful 
competition 
for young 
farmers 



David Rees and David Evans. 


BRIDGEND YFC recently competed in 
the annual stockjudging competition. 

This year it was hosted by Gelligaer YLC on three 
farms judging beef, lambs, dairy and pigs. With the 
quality of stock high, it was a difficult competition 
this year for our members but they all gave 100 per 
cent. 

Bridgend had numerous placings in the different 
categories, with everyone doing so well, and came 
second overall on the day, with David Rees receiv¬ 
ing best junior stockman and David Evans receiving 
best senior stockman. 

Well done to everyone who competed and a big 
thank you to everyone who helped organise the day, 
including all stewards and judges. 

BE 


LOCAL RNLI’S 
LOTTERY WIN! 


VOLUNTEER crew 
members at 
Porthcawl lifeboat 
station are set to 
benefit from the 
Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) winning 
£10,000 through a 
public vote. 

The competition - 
entitled the Vote that 
Counts - was mn by the 
People’s Postcode Trust, 
a charity funded solely 
by money raised by 
players of the People’s 
Postcode Lottery. 

The RNLI came sec¬ 
ond in the competition, 
receiving almost 15,000 
votes and winning 
£ 10 , 000 . 

This prize money will 
be divided equally 
between eight lifeboat 


stations selected by the 
RNLI. It will go towards 
providing lifesaving kit 
for the charity’s volun¬ 
teer crew members. 

Phil Missen, lifeboat 
operations manager at 
Porthcawl, said: “We are 
absolutely delighted to 
receive this money. 

“We will receive 
£1,250 here at Porthcawl 
which will go towards 
replacing worn-out kit 
for our volunteer crew 
members. Our kit helps 
to keep us safe, often in 
treacherous conditions.” 

Protective helmets 
alone cost £194 and 
thermal gloves £10. 
Lifejackets, dry suits, 
waterproof jackets, 
inflatable kneepads and 
steel-plated wellies are 
all crucial in the sea con¬ 
ditions RNLI crews 
launch in. 


Twinning group 
hosts floral 
demonstration 

AT the next meeting of Pencoed Twinning 
Association, there will be a floral arrange¬ 
ment demonstration by Anne Rose who 
has had a long career in the flower indus¬ 
try and has exhibited at the Chelsea 
Flower Show with both Interflora and the 
Townswomen’s Guild. 

Anne is a member of NALAS and the Llower 
Guild of Lincoln Cathedral. This will be a high qual¬ 
ity demonstration and all demonstration items will 
be raffled at the end of the evening. 

The event will be held at the Pencoed Miners’ 
Welfare Hall, on Wednesday November 27; doors 
open at 7pm, start 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £5 per person to include one raffle 
ticket. Demand is expected to be high so booking 
ASAP is advised. Lurther information and tickets are 
available from Wendy McDonald on 01656 865633 
or email: eric.mcdonald012@btinternet.com. 


AM is concerned 
at local counciVs 
plans for Welsh 
language education 


SHADOW Welsh language 
Minister Suzy Davies has 
accused Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC) of 
being “behind the curve” in 
providing children with access 
to Welsh medium education. 

Mrs Davies, who is a Welsh 
Conservative Regional AM for South 
Wales West, had asked BCBC what 
steps it was taking to ensure that it was 
in a position to cater for the increasing 
demand for Welsh medium education. 

She went on: “The School Standards 
Act imposed a duty on all local author¬ 
ities to assess demand and prepare 
statutory plans for the provision of 
Welsh medium education by 2014. 
BCBC is leaving it pretty late to get its 
act together. 

“While it has told me that it is cur¬ 
rently meeting all the demand and is 
now carrying out a survey of likely 
future demand, I have heard from par¬ 
ents that this is not the case. 

“No new Welsh language primary 
schools have been built to serve 
Bridgend town in the past 20 years. 
Some existing Welsh medium primary 
schools in other parts of the borough 
are bursting at the seams and are too 
small to offer extra curricular activities 
such as breakfast clubs. 

“Lamilies looking for the benefits of 
a Welsh medium education for their 
children often feel they have no option 
but to send their children to English 
medium schools instead because the 
buildings are modem, more convenient 
and can offer more services. 

“BCBC is way behind the curve on 
Welsh medium education, particularly 
for communities around the town of 
Bridgend. 

“These are communities which have 
grown rapidly in recent years and their 
access to Welsh medium has been rou¬ 
tinely neglected. 

“The growth in the number of Welsh 
speakers has been taking place in parts 
of Wales which are not traditionally 
Welsh speaking. While it is a matter of 
choice which language families prefer, 
many agree that bilingual skills are 
attractive to employers. 

“Apart from depriving children of a 
richer cultural identity, BCBC’s disre¬ 
gard for Welsh medium education 
deprives them of an economic advan¬ 
tage as well. 


“The fact that it also ditched its 
Menter Iaith for Bridgend is a pretty 
good indication of how slow this coun¬ 
cil is in keeping up with the times.” 

Coun Huw David, cabinet member 
for children and young people, said: 
“There are sufficient Welsh medium 
places at our primary and secondary 
schools to accommodate the current 
demand within Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough, and plans are also well advanced 
to meet anticipated demand in the 
future. 

“Across the county borough, there is 
a surplus of places in Welsh medium 
primary schools and this is projected to 
be the case until 2017. 

“However, there is currently more 
demand for places in the two schools 
in the southern half of the county bor¬ 
ough than the two in the north. At both 
Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Cwm Garw 
and Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Cynwyd 
Sant there are places available if par¬ 
ents choose for their children to be 
taught through the medium of Welsh. 

“Plans are under way to help 
improve the capacity at the two 
schools in the south of the county bor¬ 
ough. An additional 60 places will 
shortly be created at Ysgol Bro Ogwr, 
while an extra 30 places will be avail¬ 
able at Ysgol yr Lerch O’r Sger from 
spring 2014. 

“Looking further ahead, a proposal 
has been made to build a brand new 
Welsh medium primary school to 
replace Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Cwm 
Garw, and consultation starts this 
month. By relocating the school further 
down the Garw Valley, this will also 
help to ease some of the demand for 
places at Ysgol Bro Ogwr. 

“Ysgol Gyfun Llangynwyd was 
opened in 2009 to provide secondary 
education through the medium of 
Welsh in Bridgend County Borough 
for the first time. That was a significant 
investment and indicates, along with 
the aim to build a new school for Ysgol 
Gynradd Gymraeg Cwm Garw, the 
council’s commitment to growing and 
improving Welsh medium education.” 

Coun David added: “Two of the four 
BCBC Welsh medium primary schools 
have breakfast clubs. This service is 
offered regularly to all schools and has 
a high take-up. Transport reasons are 
cited to explain why two schools have 
not chosen to take advantage of this 
facility.” 


The Lime Tree Way 
chicken mystery! 
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ABOVE: Marjorie and Peggy are now safe 
and sound after a being left in a box. 


AN incident where 
two chickens were 
left scared and 
abandoned in a 
cardboard box on a 
street in Porthcawl 
has left the RSPCA 
bemused. 

The two chickens 
were found in the box 
outside a house in Lime 
Tree Way, Porthcawl, on 
Hallowe’en. The box 
had been painted and 
was tied up like a pres¬ 
ent, lights had been 
attached and air holes 
had been cut out. Inside 
the box were two chick¬ 
ens, some straw and 
chicken feed. 

Inspector Gemma 
Cooper said: “How these 
chickens ended up in 
this box is a complete 
mystery. The box would 
have taken sometime to 
design, so obviously a 
lot of effort has gone 
into this prank. 

“I’m appealing for 
information about how 


these chickens ended up 
here and for anyone who 
may be missing these 
birds to get in touch. 

“Although the chick¬ 
ens were not injured 
they were extremely 
scared. I am all for 
Hallowe’en fun, but not 
when it puts animal wel¬ 
fare at risk.” 

The chickens have 


been named Marjorie 
and Peggy and are cur¬ 
rently in the care of the 
RSPCA. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion, or who recognises 
these birds, is asked to 
contact the inspector’s 
information line on 0300 
123 8018. All calls will 
be treated in confidence. 
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Spooky Hallowe’en night in Nottage 



IT’S BEEN A BUSY TERM 
AT ST CLARE’S SCHOOL! 



IT’S been a busy 
half term at St 
Clare’s School in 
Porthcawl. Here a 
spokeswoman gives 
a roundup of what’s 
been happening in 
both prep school 
and the senior 
school. 

Our reception class 
have been studying the 
topic of ‘changes’. The 
children have learned to 
identify human change 
from birth to adulthood 
and see what happens as 
we grow. They also 
looked at animals that 
change, studying the life- 
cycles of a tadpole and 
butterfly! 

Mrs Vanderbrink’s 
class have been keeping 
in touch with their Welsh 
roots by studying the life 
of Laura Ashley, the 
Welsh fashion designer. 
Children have been able 
to see how clothes 
change over time. 

The girls in the class 
found it very amusing 



putting big floral Laura Big Bang to the end of 
Ashley dresses on that the Ice Age. 
date back to the 1960s! The children loved 
Meanwhile, year-3 learning about dinosaurs 
visited the National and finding out that they 
Museum of Wales in had even walked through 
Cardiff and spent time Porthcawl! 
looking around the Pupils from the senior 
‘Evolution of Wales’ school have also been out 
exhibition. The pupils and about in our school 
completed an activity m i n ibus. Year-11 geogra- 
booklet as they travelled h students went on a 
through time from The fieldtrip t0 Margam 


| fi e ^ trip atjhe River Ogmore^ | 

Fieldstudies Council of their matches and 
Centre for their con- thoroughly enjoyed the 
trolled assessment in day out to the tournament 


September. 


in Chilton Cantelo 


The class went to the School in Somerset. 
River Ogmore, tracing it Our PTA, The Friends 
from its source in Craig of St Clare’s, recently 
Ogwr down to its mouth organised a Beetle Drive 
at Ogmore by Sea. The for pupils, parents and 
pupils took measure- staff. * 
ments of the river, made inspired event 
sketches and collected tremendous fun 
flood data of the area. 


COMMUNITIES GET 
BOOST OF £150,000 


EDUCATION initiatives, play 
facilities and child care proj¬ 
ects in the poorest communities 
in Wales are set to benefit from 
thousands of pounds of fund¬ 
ing through a new £3 million 
Welsh Government fund. 

The ‘Tackling Poverty Small Grants 
Fund’ will also go towards events to 
promote healthy living and training for 
people to find jobs. Bridgend is to 
receive an initial £150,000. 

The money will be used in 
Communities First clusters that cover 


the top 10 per cent most deprived areas 
in Wales. The three clusters in 
Bridgend will receive £50,000 each 
and will be able to apply for further 
funding from the scheme. 

Making the announcement, commu¬ 
nities and tackling poverty minister, 
Jeff Cuthbert, said: “This new funding 
is about making a real difference to 
communities who need it the most. 
From providing child care to those in 
training to supporting education for 
those looking for work, this money 
will help improve thousands of peo¬ 
ple’s lives.” 


The Hallowe’en- 
was 
and 

everybody enjoyed 
Despite the torrential designing their own 
rain, the group worked Beetles and going away 
incredibly well and spir- with spooky party bags. 


its were high, if more 
than a little damp! 


The senior school 
rugby team is looking 


Pupils studying GCSE forward to playing in the 
business studies went to Cognita Schools Rugby 
Waitrose in Cowbridge to Tournament in 

conduct some market Northampton at the end 
research and learn about of November, 
the various nationwide The boys have been 
marketing campaigns training hard for weeks 
Wthe company uses. and we wish them the 
Senior school girls best of luck, 
were treated to a once in St Clare’s School is 
a lifetime experience opening its doors to the 
when they competed in a public for an open morn- 
netball tournament ing on Friday November 
against other schools, 22. For more informa- 
including the Australian tion, or to book a place, 
International School! telephone admissions on 
The girls won several (01656) 789966. 


Miners’ 
memorial 
to open 
later this 
month 

PYLE Community 
Council has 

announced that 

work is almost com¬ 
plete on redevelop¬ 
ment of the land 
opposite 
Heathbridge 
Surgery in the cen¬ 
tre of Kenfig Hill, 
and the official 
opening will take 
place on Tuesday, 
November 26, at 
2pm. 

The new development 
is to be known as 
Heathbridge Miners’ 
Square and will be dedi¬ 
cated to those who 
worked and died in the 
many mines in the area, 
mines which were the 
creation of much of 
Kenfig Hill as we know it 
today. 

It is hoped the event 
will be attended by many 
of the men who worked 
in these mines. 

The Heathbridge 
Miners’ Square is a Pyle 
Community Council 
project, with additional 
funding from Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC), Marks & 
Spencer Community 
Grant and the Awards for 
All, National Lottery 
Fund. 

A spokesman said: 
“Pyle Community 
Council is grateful to 
BCBC, Marks & Spencer 
and the National Lottery 
Fund and would also like 
to thank Mr David Brace, 
OBE, for donating a coal 
dram which he acquired 
and refurbished. 

“This development is 
the first ofmany projects 
which Pyle Community 
Council has in its five 
year plan, projects 
including the recent 
replacement of the old 
bus shelter on the A48 
Pyle Road with a shelter 
more appropriate for part 
of the community.” 

Harold J Phillips, 
Clerk, Pyle 
Community Council 


THE Porthcawl Paranormal Team’s 
Hallowe’en ghost talk and walk was a fan¬ 
tastic success. 

The turnout was excellent, with most of the adults 
and children dressed up in spine-chilling costumes. 
Following a Hayley Williams talk about the history 
of Nottage, Tracey Walmsley then guided everyone 
on an eerie walk, where a few unexpected surprises 
appeared down the dark and spooky Moor Lane. 

Special thanks go to Sarah Watkins, Becky Wood 
and Annette, who made the whole experience com¬ 
plete. 

Thank you to all who attended our spooktacular 
experience, and to those who returned to the Swan 
Inn for a newly-introduced buffet. 

HW 


Meet the 
Bridgend 
Dragons... 


THE Bridgend 
Business Forum is 
looking for individ¬ 
uals who are willing 
to step forward to 
pitch their business 
ideas to a panel of 
experts in a 
‘Dragon’s Den- 
style’ event on 
Thursday, 
November 21. 

The forum, which is 
supported by Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council, has teamed up 
with Cherryblue Training 
Ltd and Business in 
Focus, along with num¬ 
ber of other business sup¬ 
port organisations to host 
a special event to coin¬ 
cide with Global 
Entrepreneurship Week 
(GEW) 2013, the theme 
of which is ‘take a step 
forward’. 

Send your proposal to 


business @ bridgend. gov. 
uk and a shortlist will be 
drawn up. The best pro¬ 
posals will be invited to 
carry out a three-minute 
pitch to experts on the 
day. Prizes will include 
free mentoring sessions 
from the experts on the 
panel. 

The event will take 
place at the Heronston 
Hotel, Ewenny Road, 
Bridgend on Thursday, 
November 21, 

9am-12.30pm. 

Chris Howlett from 
Business in Focus, said: 
“This is a great opportu¬ 
nity for any budding 
entrepreneurs to show¬ 
case their talents and 
ideas, which could poten¬ 
tially lead to immediate, 
local recognition.” 

For more information 
on the event, contact 
Mary Pope on 01656 
815320 or email: busi¬ 
ness @ bridgend.gov. uk 


Story book 
launched 
at Senedd 


A STORY book 
which was created 
with help from the 
sons and daughters 
of Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
foster carers has 
been launched in 
the Senedd. 

‘Dylan’s Story 
what’s it like to be a son 
or daughter of a foster 
carer?’, is aimed at 
encouraging foster carers 
to talk to their sons and 
daughters about the chal¬ 
lenges that may lie ahead 
as they prepare to share 
their home and family 
with other children. 

The launch was part of 
the Fostering Network’s 
annual ‘Sons and 
Daughters’ campaign, 
which takes place every 
October to celebrate the 
contribution which the 
children of foster carers 
make to foster care. 

Sons and daughters 
who had contributed to 
the book by sharing their 
stories and experiences 
were treated to a tour of 
the Senedd and presented 
with a certificate and 
voucher. 

The First Minister 
Carwyn Jones, said: “I’m 


delighted to offer my 
support to the sons and 
daughters of foster car¬ 
ers’ campaign. ‘Dylan’s 
Story’ is highly informa¬ 
tive and will prove a 
valuable tool in stimulat¬ 
ing discussions around 
the kinds of issues that 
may be faced by the chil¬ 
dren of foster carers in 
Wales. It is also a useful 
reminder that fostering 
involves the whole fami¬ 
ly, rather than just the 
parents.” 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “We are very proud 
of our sons and daugh¬ 
ters. We owe it to these 
children and young peo¬ 
ple to give them recogni¬ 
tion, listen to what they 
have to say and support 
them for the valuable 
role they play in a foster 
family.” 

The event was also 
attended by the Mayor of 
Bridgend County 

Borough, Coun Clive 
James. 

For more information 
on fostering, contact 
Bridgend Foster Care on 
01656 642674 or visit 
www.bridgend.gov. uk/fos 
tering. 
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If you have a drink problem... 

THEN SUPPORT AND 
HELP IS AT HAND 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


EXCESSIVE drink¬ 
ing can wreak havoc 
in the lives of people 
and the negative 
effects are manifested 
in anti-social behav¬ 
iour, family break¬ 
down, crime and ill- 
health. 

As Alcohol 
Awareness Week 
approaches (November 
18 to 24) one national 
organisation is keen to 
let people know that if 
they are having a prob¬ 
lem with drinking, help 
is at hand. 

Martyn (53) a 
spokesman for 
Alcoholics Anonymous, 
told The GEM the 
organisation wanted 
people to know there 
were local groups ready 
to help people with a 
problem. 

He knows about the 
negative side of alcohol 
abuse because he is in 
recovery himself. He 
started drinking at a 
young age and in his 
words “arrived at ado¬ 
lescence with a great 
immaturity”. 

Martyn explained: “I 
had little money so I 
became a petty thief, 
taking anything I could 
sell to get money to buy 
drink. 

“I loved drinking in 
the company of other 
people and the image I 
had of myself was of 
me gliding across the 
dance floor of the 


down-town discos! 

“I took no responsi¬ 
bility for my attitude or 
behaviour at all, but 
spent most of my time 
trying to convince oth¬ 
ers I was perfectly nor¬ 
mal, which was what I 
wanted to be. 

“Alcoholism is a pro¬ 
gressive, selfish illness 
and those closest to me 
got the worst damage. 

“I gradually became 
ill. My mental health 
started to suffer and I 
became isolated and 
paranoid. 

“I got worse as I 
drank more. My nerv¬ 
ous system suffered. In 
the end I was virtually 
alone. 

“I had lost my career, 
my family and my 
home. I lived with a 
friend, an addict, who 
had been released from 
the local lockup ward, 
and who I left for dead 
for two and a half days 
after I found him over¬ 
dosed.” 

The Christmas and 
New Year period was 
particularly difficult for 
Martyn because of soci¬ 
ety’s drinking culture. 

ROCK BOTTOM 

But during one fes¬ 
tive season in the early 
1990s, he had a change 
of heart. 

“It was Christmas 
time in 1993 and I was 


still in deep denial, with 
no joy at all in my life. I 
suddenly sat upright and 
had what can only be 
described as a moment 
of clarity. 

“I had reached what 
‘AA’ calls rock bottom, 
a point which I was not 
prepared to go beyond. 

“I broke into my own 
house -1 wasn’t sup¬ 
posed to go there - and 
used the phone to ring 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 

“I took my last drink 
at 4.15 am on Tuesday, 
January 4, 1994.” 

For Martyn, the run¬ 
up to Christmas is a 
time of emotional 
importance as he 
approaches the anniver¬ 
sary of the day he 
kicked his drink prob¬ 
lem. 

“By maintaining my 
sobriety with AA I have 
become the person I 
was meant to be, and 
the father I was sup¬ 
posed to be. 

“I have learned in 
sobriety to relax and let 
my hair down. I am 
grateful that AA has 
shown me how to live 
my life and to be con¬ 
tent enough with it to be 
able to live without 
alcohol or any other 
mood altering chemi- 

LOCAL GROUPS 

For people struggling 


with addiction to alco¬ 
hol there are local 
Alcoholic Anonymous 
groups who are keen to 
help. 

In Barry, there’s a 
meeting every 
Wednesday at St 
David’s Church, Colcot 
Road (8pm). In Penarth, 
there’s a meeting at 
Albert Road Methodist 
Church on Sundays at 
8pm. 

An AA spokeswoman 
said: “We also have a 
free open event at 
Albert Road Methodist 
Church on Sunday, 
December 1. 

“People are welcome 
to come if they have a 
personal or professional 
concern about alco¬ 
holism. 

“We will have four 
speakers - three at vari¬ 
ous stages of recovery, 
six months, 10 years 
and 20 years, and some¬ 
one from our sister 
group Al-Anon, which 
helps the families and 
spouses of alcoholics.” 

The doors open at 
7:30 pm; from 8pm to 
9:30pm the speakers 
will talk, followed by a 
buffet, refreshments and 
a chance for a chat. 

To find out where you 
can get help from a 
group in your area, go 
to: www. alcoholics- 
anonymous.org.uk/; or 
call the AA National 
Helpline on 0845 769 
7555. 


NIGHT AT THE TALBOT 
IS A HUGE SUCCESS! 


ON Saturday 
October 26, PCSOs 
Kyle Maiden and I 
organised a 

‘Remember the 
40s’ fundraising 
night at The Talbot 
Community 
Centre. 

The Talbot 

Community Centre is 


run and managed by a 
team of volunteers, pro¬ 
viding service and sup¬ 
port to members of the 
public. 

It links in with part¬ 
nership agencies such as 
mental health, it also 
holds a luncheon club, 
computer classes, fitness 
classes and enables vol¬ 
unteers to hold PACT 
meetings, helping us 


build links with the com¬ 
munity. 

The community cen¬ 
tre is charity based, 
therefore none of these 
services would be avail¬ 
able if it wasn’t for gen¬ 
erous donations from the 
community. 

We believe the com¬ 
munity centre is a vital 
part of our community 
and wanted to help raise 


some money to allow the 
centre to keep operating. 

All 75 tickets were 
sold out within days of 
going on sale and a great 
night was had by all. 

There was a two- 
course meal, bingo, raf¬ 
fle, and an Ospreys 
signed rugby ball, which 
was auctioned. 

Live entertainment 
was provided by the fan¬ 
tastic Linda Knight and 
her band, who were out¬ 
standing, a great combi¬ 
nation of comedy and 
talent. 

In total, £975 was 
raised on the night, a 
massive thanks to all 
who helped make this 
night possible. 

If anyone wishes to 
make any further contri¬ 
butions then please go 
and see Cheryl at the 
community centre. 

PCSO Nerys Lloyd 


Did you 
know you 
can read 
your 
GEM 
online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 
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LITCHARD 
CHURCH IS 
BURGLED 
ONCE AGAIN 


POLICE in 
Bridgend are inves¬ 
tigating a number 
of burglaries at a 
church in the 
Litchard area. 

The Litchard Mission 
Church on Litchard 
Terrace has been bro¬ 
ken into on two occa¬ 
sions recently. 

The first happened 
some time between 
noon on Monday, 
October 21 and 9.15am 
the following morning. 
The church was broken 
into again overnight 
between Sunday and 
Monday, October 27- 
28. 

On both occasions, 
access was forced into 
the church via a side 


door. Among the items 
which have been stolen 
are an X-Box and eight 
games, a quantity of 
cash, and sweets. 

Police are appealing 
for any information 
with regard to these 
thefts and want to hear 
from anyone who may 
have seen anything sus¬ 
picious in the area of 
the church during the 
times in question. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation which may 
assist the police in their 
investigation should 
Bridgend police on 101 
or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 and quote 
reference 62130332704. 


Sudden death of 
group’s chairman 


THE Kenfig Hill branch of Shout, the 
group that represents the interests of 
older people, has announced the sudden 
death of its chairman, Mr Stan Rumble. 

The group has asked that any future telephone 
queries relating to Shout in Kenfig Hill should be 
made to Lynne Bunston on 01656 746085. 

NEWS FROM I 
ST BRIDES 


THIS year’s 

Remembrance Day 
service on 

November 10 in St 
Bridget’s Church, 
St Brides, is at the 
earlier time of 
10.50am. 

Since 1921, the nation 
has come together to 
remember the sacrifice 
that British and 
Commonwealth men 
made, not just for the 
Great War but for World 
War Two and all subse¬ 
quent wars and conflicts. 

Now 90 years on, the 
Royal British Legion is 
still helping service men 
and woman and their 
families, so please give 
generously for your 
poppy. 

Produce 

market 

THERE will be a pro¬ 
duce market on the sec¬ 
ond Saturday of the 
month with photograph 
seascapes of Ogmore- 


by-Sea and 

Southerndown, pure 
silk hand-dyed gifts for 
Christmas, free range 
eggs, bric-a-brac in aid 
of funds for Cubs and 
Scouts, flowers from the 
local flower shop, home 
cooking cakes and pre¬ 
serves. 

Come and support the 
market and enjoy a chat 
and a cup of tea. 
Christmas is not far 
away! 

THE community coun¬ 
cil held a meeting on 
October 14. Many 
objections were made 
against the wind tur¬ 
bine at St Brides Court 
(Tyn y Caecu) follow¬ 
ing a previous refusal. 
The council resolved to 
stand by their original 
comments. 

Please contact christi 
na.davison 123@btinter 
net.com if you have rele¬ 
vant news. 


Students step 
out on the 
West End 


YOUNG perform¬ 
ers from Stagecoach 
Theatre schools in 
Bridgend and 
Cowbridge {above) 
took to the stage at 
one of London’s 
most prestigious 
venues, Her 

Majesty’s Theatre, 
recently as part of 
an international 
musical celebration. 

The students, aged 
between 10 and 17, 
joined 260 other 
Stagecoach students. 

Stagecoach principal, 
Helene Reynolds said: 
“It was completely 
thrilling to see our fan¬ 
tastic students from 
Wales performing on 
such a world-famous 
stage. And they certainly 
wowed the audience with 
a wonderful medley of 
song and dance from the 
Billy Joel musical 
Movin ’ Out. 


“This isn’t the first 
time our Stagecoach stu¬ 
dents have taken to the 
West End stage! In fact 
for a few of them this 
was their fourth perform¬ 
ance at this great the¬ 
atre.” 

The performers were 
Eve Bang wan, Matthew 
Bartlett, Oliver Bartlett, 
Llewelyn Brown, Robyn 
Edwards, Edward 

Franks-Herbert, Gareth 
Harfoot, Catherine 
Harrison, Alyx James 
Tom Johnson, Jessica 
Lamin, Ffion Morgan, 
Maddison-Rose Thomas, 
Sam Walter, Anna 
Webster and Elinor 
Williams. 

The choreographer 
was Jaye Lawrence and 
vocal coach Dave 
Winterbottom. 

For details about 
Stagecoach Theatre Arts, 
contact Helene and Rob 
Reynolds on 01446 
772727 or visit 
www. stagecoach, co. uk. 
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BARRY ISLAND 


Watch live Rugby, 
Football, 

and all Cardiff City 
games home & away 





2 x 750" 

1 x 90" Screens 

6 tv's rJK"* 

including 3D ^ 

All sound 
surround system 

"Best place to watch any match 
outside any ground!" 

AUTUMN INTERNATIONALS 

9th November Rugby Special 

Make a day of it! 

England v Argentina - 2.30pm kick off 
Wales v South Africa - 5.30pm kick off 
During the interval of these 2 magnificent 
games watch award winnin^comedian 


EMLYN 


iy with a gr< 

LIVE BAND - THE STARLING RADICALS 


Half time 
Curry 
& a Pint 
only £5 



A great day 
of Rugby & 
Entertainment 


01446 721888 

www.thedolphinbarryisland.co.uk 
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ADHD group Looks Sharp 
for their spooky Hallowe’en 



ABOVE: ADHD Bridgend outside Look Sharp Barbers; back row: Debbie Yardley, 
Pyle Coun Luke Ellis, Tylon Mafis, Sam Lawrence, ADHD Bridgend vice chair 
Zoe Piper and ADHD Angel Leanne Llewellyn. 


LOCAL support group 
ADHD Bridgend raised 
some smiles and cash for 
their cause as they took to 
the streets of Bridgend to 
share awareness of atten¬ 
tion deficit hyperactivity 
disorder, dressed in 
Hallowe’en themed cos¬ 
tumes. 

The Look Sharp hairdresser 
and barber shop in Wyndham 
Street threw open its doors for the 
group, raising over £300 with 
scary face painting, glitter tattoos 
and in-store fundraising, arranged 
by hairdresser and stylist Debbie 
Yardley and rugby player and bar¬ 
ber Tylon Mafis. 


ADHD Bridgend vice chair 
Zoe Piper said: “We are really 
grateful to Debbie, Tylon and the 
Look Sharp customers, as well as 
the good people of Bridgend for 
their generosity. 

“During half term, we arranged 
a brilliant trip to The Big Pit for 
our families and siblings, and the 
money raised from our 
Hallowe’en event has covered the 
costs of the outing which was so 
much enjoyed by families we sup¬ 
port.” 

Debbie added: “Seeing Tylon 
dressed up was such a laugh and 
everyone really entered into the 
spooky spirit to raise money for 
ADHD Bridgend. 

“Knowing how important it is 
for families to be able to get 


together, free from the miscon¬ 
ceptions that people sometimes 
have about ADHD, is really pow¬ 
erful and I have been proud to 
fundraise for such a special and 
worthwhile charity.” 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder is a condition that both 
children and adults live with, and 
recent European Brain Council 
reports suggest as many as one in 
twenty people could have the con¬ 
dition, although in the UK many 
remain undiagnosed. 

ADHD Bridgend helps fami¬ 
lies and adults from Bridgend 
with on and offline support group 
services, peers to peer support 
and guidance and advice for peo¬ 
ple living with ADHD. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 



Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers - 
gas, electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless 
steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


X^APPliAIICES 
COOKWARE CENTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING NOVEMBER 

Only with this voucher 


I DISCOUNTS FOR THE | 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 
ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, Experienced 
KING SQUARE, BARRY htftoadvZ 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & showroom purchases. 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 



RIGHT: 
The 1st 
Kenfig 
Hill 
Guides. 


Praise for Laura after she 
gains top Guiding award 



LAURA Underhill 
of 1st Kenfig Hill 
Guides recently 
gained her Baden 
Powell award, the 
highest award that 
can be achieved as 
a Guide. 

The award shows a 
great commitment and 
enthusiasm to Guiding, 
as it takes over a year to 
complete. 

To obtain the badge, 
Laura had to complete 
10 challenges, which 
involved supporting 
global awareness, 
healthy lifestyles, dis¬ 


covering new things, 
celebrating diversity and 
developing skills and 
relationships. 

She also had to attend 
a Baden Powell adven¬ 
ture weekend in 
Broneirion, mid-Wales, 
where she faced new and 
exciting challenges and 
experiences. 

Laura, aged 15 years 
and a pupil at Cynffig 
Comprehensive School, 
said: “I really enjoyed 
finding more about the 
world and liked seeing 
the girls relax and have 
fun when I took over for 
the evening.” 

A presentation 


evening was held to hon¬ 
our Laura’s achievement 
at Kenfig Hill Scout and 
Guide Hall, where she 
was presented with her 
award by the Leader of 
1st Kenfig Hill Guides, 
Sarah Maddem. 

She said: “1st Kenfig 
Hill Guides would like 
to say a big thank you to 
the Mayor of Bridgend 
County Borough, Coun 
Clive James; Mayoress 
Coun Pauline James; the 
County Commissioner 
for Girl Guiding Central 
Glamorgan Wendy 
Hinton; the chair of Pyle 
Community Council, 
Coun Michael Kearn, 


Youth Mayor Katherine 
Jones; and fellow coun¬ 
cillors of Pyle 
Community Council for 
joining them in their cel¬ 
ebrations. A big thank 
you also goes to all the 
Guides who so brilliant¬ 
ly provided the evening 
entertainment. 

“1st Kenfig Hill 
Guide Leaders would 
also like to say a huge 
congratulation to Laura 
Underhill, who is a fan¬ 
tastic role model for the 
younger Guides who 
may also aspire to 
achieve this award in the 
future - well done 
Laura!” 


COWBRIDGE BOOK FESTIVAL 
AUTUMN SERIES ROUND-UP 


THE Cowbridge Book 
Festival’s Autumn Series 
got off to a flying start 
with an absolutely fabu¬ 
lous ‘Girls’ Night Out’ 
with Jo Carnegie at the 
Quarter Penny Cafe. 

The irreverent Jo regaled her 
audience with hilarious tales of 
life in the fictional Beeversham, 
the setting for her new book Party 
Games (rumoured to be based on 
Cowbridge). 

Natalie Isaacs and her team 
provided a delicious supper and 
‘the girls’ also had the chance to 
try some beauty treatments pro¬ 
vided by Karma Beauty. 

From Beeversham, to a fasci¬ 
nating evening spent discussing 
50 Years of Doctor Who. 

Chris Barry of Comic Guru 
chaired a lively debate between 
two leading Doctor Who authori¬ 
ties, the highly acclaimed science 
fiction writer Alastair Reynolds, 
whose thrilling new Doctor Who 
adventure Harvest of Time has 
just been published, and Andy 
Frankham-Allen, the author of 
Companions: Fifty Years of 
Doctor Who Assistants. 

The audience was impressed 
with the enthusiasm and in-depth 
knowledge of the writers and 
very keen to participate in the 
discussion. 

Best-selling author Ben Kane 
delighted his audience by arriving 
dressed in full Roman uniform 
wielding his sword and shield. 

Ben talked about his book 


Hannibal - Fields of Blood, 
describing Hannibal’s march on 
Rome. 

He also described his own 
charity march on Hadrian’s Wall 
wearing full military uniform, no 
mean feat this, as the shield alone 
weighs a stone. 

Ben is not only a highly articu¬ 
late speaker, it was also noted by 
one member of an appreciative 
audience that he had the best pair 
of legs ever to appear at the 
Cowbridge Book Festival! 

Following Ben Kane was not 
going to be easy but the increas¬ 
ingly popular Crime Forum did 
not disappoint. 

A former spy, Chris Morgan 
Jones (The Jackal’s Share), a for¬ 
mer criminal barrister, MR Hall 
(The Chosen Dead), and a former 
lawyer, William Ryan (The 
Twelfth Department), talked very 
frankly about their previous 
careers and what inspired them to 
take up full time writing. 

The audience quickly became 
engaged in the discussion and 
participated in a very lively Q & 
A session. 

These three highly acclaimed 
crime authors were also happy to 
meet and chat with members of 
the audience over a glass of wine 
after the event. 

A change in tempo was provid¬ 
ed by BBC Radio 2’s much loved 
gardener Terry Walton who enter¬ 
tained his fans with humorous 
anecdotes about life on the allot¬ 
ment and the many interesting 
characters to be found in his book 


The Allotment Almanac. 

He soon established a great 
rapport with his audience and 
offered plenty of technical help 
and practical tips not only for the 
garden but for life in general. 

The final event for the Autumn 
Series was spent in the company 
of the delightful food writer and 
stylist Genevieve Taylor. 

Arriving with a very tasty 
flamiche (a cross between a pizza 
and a quiche), for the audience to 
sample, Genevieve quickly set 
about demonstrating how easy it 
is to make lemon curd. 

A very appreciative audience 
got to taste the finished product 
spread on warm home made 
scones, and the rest was poured 
into jars for storage. 

Genevieve’s infectious passion 
for food captivated the audience, 
she soon had them eating out of 
her hand, quite literally, and 
many were inspired to buy her 
very handy book A Good Egg. 

Visitors to the festival have 
been treated to interesting and 
enthusiastic presentations and 
lively debates covering a variety 
of genres and they also have the 
satisfaction of knowing that all 
proceeds from these events will 
be donated to The Noah’s Ark 
Appeal, Children’s Hospital of 
Wales and Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Research. 
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ROUND WALES WALK FINISHES 
WITH A WELCOME IN THE BAY 



Forest Products 
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ABOVE: Alison Elson of Pencoed 
walked all 870 miles around Wales. 


AS we reported in last week’s GEM, the 
Walk on Wales charity walk passed through 
the borough before finishing on Saturday 
with great ceremony at Cardiff Bay, outside 
The Senedd. 

Finishing at the forefront of the massive chari¬ 
ty walk around Wales was Alison Elson from 
Pencoed. 

Her stepson Dane Elson was killed in 
Afghanistan in July 2009, and since then she has 
worked tirelessly to raise money for Service 
charities. 

Her husband Stuart joined her on a number of 
days, work permitting, but Alison completed 
every leg of the walk, for a grand total of 870 
miles. 

The Walk on Wales raised money for the 
Welsh Guards Afghanistan Appeal and Combat 
Stress, and was a relay around the entire 870- 
mile coastline of Wales, carrying a silver baton, 
with the names of the 50 Welsh Guardsmen, 
killed in action since World War Two engraved 
on it. 

Each day was dedicated to one of the fallen 
Welsh Guards and a drum head service was con¬ 
ducted each day before the walkers started off, 
remembering that particular hero. 

Three other walkers - all former Welsh 
Guards, Jan Koops, Rod Morgan, and Chris 
Hopkins - matched Alison in covering the entire 
870 miles. 

Last Thursday (October 31) the walk was from 
Dunraven Bay to Aberthaw, passing through 
Llantwit Major. 

On the Friday, it went through Barry Island 
before ending the day in Swanbridge. 

On the final day, the walkers were met by the 
band of the Welsh Guards at Cardiff barrage, and 
the band led the walkers to the Senedd in Cardiff 
Bay, where a huge crowd was waiting. 

For that last stretch, they were led by Major 
John Thomeloe, the father of Welsh Guards com¬ 
mander Lt Col Rupert Thomloe, who was killed 
in Helmand in 2009. 

Col Thomloe was the officer-in-command of 
the Welsh Guards when they were stationed at 
MoD St Athan. 


ABOVE: The silver baton, with the names 
of 50 Welsh Guardsmen who had been 
killed in action, was carried around Wales. 


Looking for that special gift? 


y 

; 


Hand painted 
portraits make the 
ideal present. 

07593 790898 

Call Gareth for 
more information 


Rogue trader in 
Bridgend area 


SOUTH Wales 
Police has received 
reports from resi- 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Remote Control Roller Shutters 
from only £650+VAT Fitted 


FROM SOUTH WALES' LEADING DOOR 
MANUFACTURER AND GARAGE DOOR SPECIALIST 
Contact us today for further information 

01656 659274 • 01446 439219 

WWW.ACTIONDOORS.COM 


dents in Bridgend 
and Brackla of a 
rogue trader knock¬ 
ing on doors and 
asking for payment 
for clearing the gut¬ 
tering on their 
property. 

A police spokesman 
said: “This work has 
not been undertaken. 
Please do not make any 
payment and report 
the incident by calling 
101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111.” 


Read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend- 

todap.co.uk 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali. co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage. co. uk 


The walkers were met by huge crowds in Cardiff Bay 
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LOCAL DRAMA GROUP TACKLES DISNEY 
CLASSIC ‘BEAUTY AND THE BEAST’ 




PHOTOGRAPHS by MALCOLM NUGENT 


A LARGE cast of young actors recently performed Beauty and 
the Beast , in a Performance House production, directed by 
Nicky Taliesin. 

The show was performed at the brand new super school, Coleg Cymunedol 
Y Dderwen, over three nights from October 30 to November 1 to sell out audi¬ 
ences. 

This production featured the ‘Midis’ and in February 2014 the seniors will be 
performing The Wedding Singer at Maesteg Town Hall. The juniors are sched¬ 
uled to perform The Wizard of Oz in April 

For more information, contact theperformancehouse@hotmail.co.uk. 


No to tax raising 
powers for Wales 

SAYS GEM READER 

W ITH regard to the Coalition 
Government’s announcement 
that Wales could be handed 
some forms of tax raising powers in the 
future, depending on a referendum, I 
would urge a resounding ‘NO’ to voters. 

Council tax is essentially already a devolved tax 
raiser and the track record of that is atrocious. 
Sometimes, it is better the devil you know. 

Mr C Fitzgerald, Llantwit Major. 


Council makes progress 
on underage smoking 


THE number of 
underage smokers 
and drinkers in 
Bridgend county 
borough is on the 
decline, a survey 
has revealed. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s sur¬ 
vey of almost 1,300 year- 
9 pupils from within the 
county borough found 
that 7.8 per cent of 
respondents smoke ciga¬ 
rettes occasionally or 
regularly, marking a con¬ 
tinued improvement 
from the same survey 
held in 2007 (24.9 per 
cent) and 2011 (11.3 per 
cent). 

The proportion of 
respondents who drink 
regularly also declined 
from 6 per cent in 2011 
to 4.1 per cent this year. 

The survey also found 
that 73 per cent of young 
people in the county bor¬ 
ough consider them¬ 
selves to be either 
healthy or very healthy, 
with children more likely 
to consider themselves to 
be healthy or very 
healthy if they have fam¬ 
ily members who exer¬ 
cise regularly. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “Reducing smoking 


and alcohol consump¬ 
tion, especially among 
young people, forms a 
key part of our corporate 
plan. I welcome the news 
that the figures have sig¬ 
nificantly improved since 
2011, but there is clearly 
still a lot of work 
required to make the fig¬ 


ures satisfactory. 

“It’s no surprise that 
children are more likely 
to feel healthy if they live 
within an active house¬ 
hold. Young people look 
to their parents, carers 
and families as key role 
models, so through set¬ 
ting a healthy example, 


families can help their 
children to be healthy 
too.” 

To find out more about 
initiatives to help a child 
be more active, contact 
the Active Young People 
Department on 01656 
815216 or email 
aypd@bridgend.gov.uk. 


Support for employees 


BRIDGEND County Borough 
Council (BCBC) has reaf¬ 
firmed its support for council 
workers who are also victims 
of domestic abuse. 

The authority has updated its 
‘Domestic Abuse Protocol’ setting out 
what actions it will take to support 
employees who are experiencing phys¬ 
ical, emotional, sexual, psychological 
or financial abuse from partners or 
family members. 

Coun Phil White, cabinet member 
for communities, said: “Research 
shows that 75 per cent of people expe¬ 
riencing domestic abuse are targeted at 
work. As an employer, the council has 
a responsibility to make sure that 
members of staff are working in a safe, 
supportive environment, and this 
updated protocol will help us to 
achieve this. 

“As well as supporting council 
employees who are victims of domes¬ 
tic abuse, we’re also determined to 
take strong action against employees 
who are perpetrators of domestic 


abuse. The council encourages staff to 
highlight any concerns about this type 
of behaviour, which is totally unac¬ 
ceptable and will not be condoned.” 

The protocol also provides employ¬ 
ees with information about how and 
where they can receive advice, help, 
support and counselling. 

Kathryn Fox, Bridgend Women’s 
Aid’s Support in the Community co¬ 
ordinator, said: “This is excellent 
news. By updating its domestic abuse 
protocol, Bridgend County Borough 
Council is reinforcing our firm mes¬ 
sage that domestic abuse will not be 
tolerated in Bridgend county borough. 

“We’d like to thank the council’s 
Equalities team for attending our 
recent open day, and look forward to 
continuing to raise awareness about 
domestic abuse issues in the county 
borough.” 

For more information about the sup¬ 
port available from Bridgend Women’s 
Aid, call (01656) 766139. 


Welsh athlete 
is charity’s new 
ambassador 


RHYS WILLIAMS, 
the European cham¬ 
pion and London 
2012 Olympian over 
400m hurdles, has 
become the newest 
patron of World 
Child Cancer. 

Welshman Rhys, son 
of international rugby 
player JJ Williams, is one 
of the UK’s established 
talents and is currently in 
pre-season training. 

With a busy training 
schedule and very little 
spare time, Rhys has said 
he is still willing to help 


build awareness and gen¬ 
erate support for World 
Child Cancer. 

He spoke with passion 
about the charity’s work: 
“Every child deserves a 
chance in life, the chance 
to live a healthy and 
happy life. World Child 
Cancer is doing every¬ 
thing to help children all 
around the world with 
cancer. 

“I am very proud to be 
associated with such a 
charity. If you could help 
in any way, I would ask 
you to do so.” 
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AM’S ANGER OVER POSTPONED 
PoW HOSPITAL OPERATIONS 


NEARLY 1,000 patients being 
treated by the Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg health board, which 
includes Bridgend and part of the 
Vale, had their operations post¬ 
poned in the first six months of 
this year because there were not 
enough beds at local hospitals. 

Regional Tory AM Byron Davies said 
that the board has told him that 2,867 
operations at the region’s four main hos¬ 
pitals, including the Princess of Wales, 
were cancelled from January to June this 
year, and 972 of these were caused by a 
lack of beds - either on wards, High 
Dependency Units or Intensive Care 
Units. 

Mr Davies put in a Freedom of 


Information request to the board after 
doctors contacted him to say that the 
shortage of beds was causing postpone¬ 
ments in surgery. 

He said: “Medical staff are very frus¬ 
trated by a lack of beds which means that 
elective surgery has to be put off time and 
again when the available beds fill up with 
unexpected emergency cases 

“These figures were released at the 
same time as further research by Welsh 
Conservatives at the Welsh Assembly has 
revealed that the number of hospital beds 
in Wales has been cut by 20 per cent over 
the past 10 years by the Welsh Labour 
Government. 

“So much for the NHS being safe in 
Labour’s hands,” said Mr Davies. “We 
now have almost 3,000 fewer beds than a 
decade ago despite increasing demand 


from an ageing population. 

“This is leading to dangerously high 
levels of bed occupancy - the highest for 
more than 10 years - as staff and bed 
managers run around trying to find empty 
beds to meet demand. We literally have 
patients being sent home to make way for 
others needing their beds. 

“How on earth can we expect to con¬ 
trol the spread of hospital acquired infec¬ 
tions like C.diff, noro virus and MRS A 
when staff do not have time to deep clean 
between patients?” 

Mr Davies said that beds have been cut 
and cut again because of other cuts - 
those made to the Welsh NHS budget. 

He added: “Labour’s cuts, which were 
on course to hit £800m over three years 
have caused untold damage to the health 
service. The true impact of their reckless 


actions has not even started to be felt but 
cancelled operations are one predictable 
outcome. 

“Of course, we will never know how 
many people die because their operation 
has been cancelled - it would appear that 
nobody collects those figures. 

“It is time for the Minister to step in 
and order health boards to retain their cur¬ 
rent bed levels - and even then the num¬ 
ber is inadequate to cope with rising 
demand. 

“We need more beds across Wales - 
the lack of beds is one of the factors lead¬ 
ing to the carnage in our A&E depart¬ 
ments and to ambulances queuing outside 
with patients on board. This in turn has a 
knock on effect on ambulance response 
times. The bottom line is that we need 
more beds.” 


An ABM spokesperson said: “ABM 
Health Board carries out on average 
44,000 operations per year. 
Unfortunately, we sometimes have to 
postpone non-urgent pre-planned opera¬ 
tions due to an emergency patient needing 
urgent unplanned care. 

“We appreciate this can be upsetting 
for patients and reschedule operations as 
soon as possible. 

“This year we are investing approxi¬ 
mately £5.5m in our unplanned care serv¬ 
ices including: increasing hospital bed 
capacity, providing additional support for 
patients at home before and after a hospi¬ 
tal admission, ensuring the length of time 
a patient is in hospital is appropriate; plus 
increased availability of some diagnostic 
tests and services at weekends.” 


Exciting proposals 
for former Maesteg 
industrial estate 


EXCITING propos¬ 
als for the redevel¬ 
opment of the for¬ 
mer Ewenny Road 
Industrial Estate in 
Maesteg have been 
announced by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

An outline planning 
application for the whole 
site has been made, 
which would see the site 
redeveloped to include 
hot food restaurants, a 
family pub, food retail 
units, non-food retail 
units, approximately 125 


homes and a mix of dif¬ 
ferent size employment 
units. 

The proposals have 
been submitted by the 
site’s new owners 
Pontardawe Coal and 
Metals Company Ltd - a 
wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Clowes Developments 
(UK) Limited - in part¬ 
nership with the council, 
who own part of the land. 

Subject to planning 
consent being granted, it 
is hoped that work will 
start on site early next 
year to provide the infra¬ 
structure to allow the 
proposed development to 
take place. 


Coun Mel Nott, 
Leader of BCBC, said: 
“As the industrial estate 
was closed a few years 
ago, this redevelopment 
has been long-awaited in 
the local community. 

“It is extremely excit¬ 
ing to have reached this 
stage and the proposed 
redevelopment will see a 
mix of uses on the site. 

“The plans also 
include a riverside park 
and footpath which will 
provide a missing link to 
the on-going aim of cre¬ 
ating a continuous foot¬ 
path alongside the river 
Llynfi. 

“This announcement 
comes only a few weeks 
after the opening of the 
new market square in 
Maesteg, marking anoth¬ 
er significant step for¬ 
ward in the regeneration 
of the town.” 

Full details about the 
planning application, 
including an overall mas¬ 
terplan of the proposals, 
can be seen on display in 
the window of unit 14 in 
the new Maesteg market. 

The plans can also be 
viewed online at 
www.bridgend.gov.uk. If 
anyone has any questions 
or comments, email plan 
ning@bridgend.gov.uk or 
call 01656 643155. 


AGE CONCERN 
FREE ADVICE 

AGE Concern will hold a free informa¬ 
tion and advice event on Thursday, 
November 14, from 10am to 2pm at the 
Paget Rooms, Victoria Road, Penarth. 

Information on offer will include: local Age 
Concern services available; free foot care health 
checks and reflexology; mobility and food delivery 
specialists; local solicitors regarding reduced rates 
on Will writing; information on other legal matters, 
such as lasting powers of attorney (LPAs); local 
financial advisors; pre-paid funeral plans from 
Golden Charter, and equity release specialists, 
Bower Retirement Services. 

Call Age Concern Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan on 029 2068 3604 to find out more or 
go along on the day. 




Time to have your say on 
schools’ reorganisation 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) is 
set to consult with 
parents, teachers, 
governors and 
pupils in the south 
Garw Valley area 
over the latest phase 
of its school mod¬ 
ernisation pro¬ 
gramme. 

Under the proposals, 
Betws and Tynyrheol 
Primary Schools would 
merge, relocating to a 
new facility to be built on 
the Betws Primary site. 

In order to provide 
greater balance in Welsh- 
medium primary school 
places between the north 
and south of the county 
borough, the proposals 
would relocate Ysgol 
Gynradd Gymraeg Cwm 
Garw from Pontycymer 
to a separate facility at 
the Betws Primary site in 
2017. 

The council estimates 
that fully repairing and 
maintaining the existing 
school buildings would 
cost more than £1.3m, 
without delivering any 
improvements. 

Funding for the new 
schools would be provid¬ 
ed by BCBC, in partner¬ 
ship with the Welsh 
Government through the 
21st Century Schools 
Programme. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “While all three pri¬ 
mary schools provide a 
very good education for 
local children, the current 
buildings and facilities 
are in poor condition and 
were not designed to 
accommodate learning in 
the 21st century, espe¬ 
cially as there is limited 
access for disabled chil¬ 
dren at two of the 
schools, due to the age 
and location of the build¬ 
ings. 

“As well as delivering 
state of the art facilities, 
under the proposals both 
the new school and Ysgol 
Gynradd Gymraeg Cwm 
Garw would also gain 
access to enhanced out¬ 
door space and playing 
fields. 

“While the proposals 
incorporate a merger 
between Betws and 
Tynyrheol primaries in 
2014, in reality the pupils 
would remain in their 


current school buildings ing full capacity, 
until the relocation to a “The first stage of the 
new facility on the Betws process will involve 
Primary site is complete, or g an ising consultation 
m 2016. with staff, parents, pupils 

Gymraeg Cwm Garw's and bodi <£ 

move would also relieve * e d llke t0 f e , these 
pressure on Welsh-medi- P* ans come to fruition in 
urn places at Ysgol time for the start of the 
Gymraeg Bro Ogwr in new school term in 
Bridgend, which is near- September 2014.” 




K9 Leaders 

Dog Training * 
and Behavioural 
Services 

Aggression • Destructive behaviour 
Separation anxiety • Lead pulling • Excessive barking 
Also offering:• Puppy/Obedience training 
... and any other guidance 

Nathan Beaver 
nathan@k9leaders.com 
07837 394348 - 01446 772070 
WWW.k9leaders.COm 


arand gfcorge 

POPPING UP 
AT THE 

VALE RESORT 


3 COURSE TASTING MENUS 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


ONLY 


£45, 


DOOK YOUR TABLE TODAY 01443 66SB63 C'Y/"f 

//a/fr 
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NFU members meet 
Police Commissioner 


A DELEGATION 
from Glamorgan 
NFU Cymru county 
branch recently met 
Alun Michael, the 
Police and Crime 
Commissioner for 
South Wales, and 
highlighted the 
impact crimes such 
as fly grazing, fly 
tipping and theft 


have on rural com¬ 
munities. 

The delegation 

stressed the need for all 
parties to work in part¬ 
nership in order to pre¬ 
vent fly grazing in the 
area. 

Andrew Edwards, 
NFU Cymru Glamorgan 
County Chairman said: 
“NFU Cymru has wel¬ 
comed the legislation 
which has been drafted to 
tackle fly grazing and the 


Ty Hafan rollover 
reaches £10,500 


TY HAFAN’S 
Crackerjackpot 
Lottery has reached 
a massive £10,500 
for the second time 
this year because 
the rollover prize 
has not been won 
for the past 21 
weeks. 

It could reach a maxi¬ 
mum of £12,000 where it 
will become a guaran¬ 
teed prize. 

By becoming a mem¬ 
ber of Crackerjackpot for 
£1 a week, supporters 
have the chance to win 
big prizes which could 
fund a dream holiday, a 
new car and or maybe 
some improvements. 

John Mladenovic, Ty 
Hafan’s Fottery general 
manager, said: “Winning 
£10,500 could make a 
real difference to some¬ 
one’s life and we hope it 


will attract more local 
people to support us by 
playing the lottery. 

“As well as being in 
with a chance of winning 
big cash prizes, every 
member of 

Crackerjackpot makes a 
real difference to hun¬ 
dreds of life-limited chil¬ 
dren, young people and 
their families from 
across Wales supported 
by Ty Hafan. 
Crackerjackpot provides 
a vital source of reliable 
income for Ty Hafan, 
raising around a third of 
the total amount needed 
every year.” 

Back in 1998, the hos¬ 
pice began its own lot¬ 
tery and since that time it 
has paid out more than 
£1.5 million to lucky 
winners from all over 
Wales who have chosen 
to support Ty Hafan in 
this way. 


abandonment of horses 
and ponies in Wales, 
which has been laid 
before the National 
Assembly for Wales by 
the Welsh Government.” 

NFU Cymru has suc¬ 
cessfully worked in part¬ 
nership with Welsh 
Government, local 
authorities, police forces 
and the RSPCA to try 
and develop legislation 
to tackle fly grazing that 
will empower local 
authorities to take action 
against the small minori¬ 
ty of horse owners who 
choose to act irresponsi¬ 
bly. 

Mr Edwards contin¬ 
ued: “Unfortunately, 

some farmers in 
Glamorgan have been 
victims of fly grazing 
and it is absolutely vital 
now that there is a uni¬ 
form approach and com¬ 
mitment from all local 
authorities and police 
throughout the county of 
Glamorgan, and the rest 
of Wales, to tackle this 
problem.” 

Mr Edwards conclud¬ 
ed: “This was a useful 
opportunity to meet and 
discuss our concerns 
directly with Mr 
Michael. During the 
meeting, we also stressed 
the importance of local 
police officers keeping 
the rural community up 
to date with thefts and 
incidents, and we hope to 
see an improvement in 
the level of communica¬ 
tion between local offi¬ 
cers and farmers in the 
future.” 


Top award for MIND volunteer 



Award winner Gillian Morgan is honoured by the Vale of Glamorgan Mayor 
and the Vale AM, for her skills and service to Mind in the Vale. 


DON’T FALL FOR BOGUS 
‘GREEN DEAL ASSESSORS’ 

South Wales residents are warned 


SOUTH Wales residents are being 
urged to be on their guard with cold 
callers who claim to be ‘Green Deal 
assessors’. 

It follows reports from across Wales of 
people being ‘ripped off’ on their 
doorsteps by bogus Green Deal assessors. 

In some cases, homeowners have paid as 
much as £200 to cold callers who have 
taken their money and disappeared. 


Ken Yorston of Trading Standards said: 
“Some companies have clearly seen the 
Green Deal as an opportunity to conduct 
their shady practices in a government 
approved arena and Trading Standards 
will be taking action against any such busi¬ 
ness found to be misleading consumers or 
not complying fully with their statutory 
obligations.” 


CARDIFF and Vale College 
recently awarded Gillian 
Morgan the ‘Community 
Learner of the Year’ award at a 
ceremony on the stage of the 
Wales Millennium Centre. 

The Vale of Glamorgan Mayor, Cou 
Margaret Wilkinson and Vale AM Jane 
Hutt visited Gillian Morgan in the 
MIND in the Vale Travellers Cafe in 
Barry Station, where she has been a 
volunteer for five years, to congratu¬ 
late her on the award. 

Gillian gained her QCF Hospitality 
Eevel 1 Award for her services at the 
Mind in the Vale Cafe, which also runs 
a successful catering service. 



Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

TUiM. caUfke Poor Doctor 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. Everything 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


I 


DOCTOR 


Tfife Poor Ootfor 

\Arv^>dt»n‘-ttot4trr.c^.^ 

01446 688018/01656 360027 
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RHOOSE IS READY TO REMEMBER... 

Parade will honour those in 
past and current conflicts 


1 AM pleased to advise 
everyone that the Rhoose 
Remembrance Day Parade 
and Service will take place on 
Sunday, November 10 with the 
service taking place at the 
Rhoose Community Hall, 
Stewart Road, Rhoose. 

It is hoped that the usual local 
organisations and individuals will sup¬ 
port the parade and service and that 
they will bear their standards with 
pride. 

Serving and retired Servicemen are 
particularly welcome and as always 
we will have seats reserved at the front 


of the hall. 

It would be helpful if all the indi¬ 
viduals and organisations would make 
the usual arrangements to muster in 
Wesley Avenue by no later than 
10.30am so the parade can march off 
promptly at 10.40am. 

Those who do not wish to join the 
parade can go straight to the commu¬ 
nity hall. 

As well as remembering those who 
fought and fell in the two World Wars 
we will also remember that there are 
brave young men and women serving 
this country in Afghanistan and in 
other conflicts and peacekeeping mis¬ 
sions around the world. 

In 1943, just 70 years ago, this 


country was still in grave danger of 
running out of key supplies owing to 
the U Boat activity in the North 
Atlantic resulting in the loss of many 
Royal Navy and Merchant Navy sea¬ 
men. 

The RAF was taking the fight to the 
enemy and also attacking the U Boat 
bases but with significant losses. 

Our Eighth Army was making good 
progress and captured Tripoli in 
January and then in September they 
landed in Italy. 

Guy Gibson led the brave attack by 
RAF Lancaster bombers from 617 
Squadron on the dams in the Ruhr 
Valley on May 16-17. 

In recognition of such bravery past 


and present it would be most appropri¬ 
ate, therefore, for us to have good 
turnout in the parade and at the serv¬ 
ice. 

I am pleased to advise that the 
Reverend Melanie Prince will be lead¬ 
ing the service with representatives of 
other denominations offering prayers. 

The Women’s Institute (Rhoose 
Branch) has kindly offered to provide 
some light refreshments to all those 
attending at the end of the service. 
For any further information please 
contact me at home on 01446 710690. 
Coun Jeffrey James, 

Remembrance Day Organiser 


‘Great Gatsby’ 
on screen in 
Dinas Powys 



THE next showing 
at the Murchfield 
Hall Community 
Cinema is the 2013 
film adaptation of 
The Great Gatsby. 

The film starts in 
1929 when Nick 
Carraway is asked to 
write about what turned 
him into an alcoholic 
and the circumstances 
leading to his depres¬ 
sion. 

Nick tells of his expe¬ 
riences with the flam¬ 
boyant millionaire Jay 
Gatsby and the lavish 
lifestyle and opulent par¬ 
ties that ultimately led to 
madness and tragedy. 


Bring your own 
champagne, wine or 
cocktails and join us for 
this magnificent film 
experience. 

A free glass of peach 
bellini for everyone from 
our champagne fountain 
and delicious mocktails 
from the bar. 

Saturday, November 9 
at the Murchfield 
Community Centre, 
Dinas Powys. 

Tickets are £4 in 
advance and £5 on the 
door available from both 
Post Offices in the vil¬ 
lage and DPVC office at 
the Community Centre. 

Doors open 7pm. 

JA 



‘Heroes’ team heads 
for its £20,000 target 



ABOVE: The team in Brize Norton just before the beginning of the ride to the Vale. 

THE GEM recently 
told the story of 
four RAF 

Servicemen who 
were part of a Help 
for Heroes charity 
ride from 

Oxfordshire to the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

They have other 
events planned and their 
aim is to raise £20,000. 

For Barry Serviceman, 

Joe McCann, a team 
member, returning to 
south Wales was particu¬ 
larly emotional. 

He managed to take 
his colleagues to the 
Arms Park and show 
them a photograph of his 
late father who played 
rugby for Cardiff RFC. 

Joe has been in touch 
with The GEM to say: 

“I'd just like to say thank 
The GEM on behalf of 
the Help for Heroes rid¬ 
ing team for the support 
you have given us over 
the past month or so. 

“It's been hugely 
appreciated. We’re at 
£9,000 now and closing 
in on the £20,000 target. 

“I'll keep GEM read¬ 
ers informed of how 
we're getting on with 
fundraising over the next 
few weeks.” 

To make donations, 
go to: virginmoneygiv- 
ing.com/joemccann 



o 


Cadoxton WTs 
charity event 


N Oct 22 
Cadoxton 
(Barry) WI 
held a charity cof¬ 
fee morning cour¬ 
tesy of the Vale 
Mayor Coun 
Margaret 
Wilkinson. 

The morning was 
well attended and peo¬ 
ple went home with 
lots of goodies from 
the various stalls. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

HOLY Trinity Presbyterian Church, Barry is 
holding a Christmas Fayre on November 16 at 
10.30am. 

Stalls include cake, jewellery, bric-a-brac etc 
and a raffle. Admission is £1 to include tea/coffee. 
Entrance at the junction of Abersystwyth 
Crec/Trinity Street. 


The charity was in 
aid of Cadoxton 
Primary Nurture 
Project. 

After, the president 
of the WI thanked the 
mayor and her col¬ 
leagues for the help 
given, enabling the 
branch to have a suc¬ 
cessful event. 

The headmistress 
from Cadoxton 
Primary Mrs Janet 
Haywood said a few 
words about the ongo¬ 
ing project, and gave 
thanks to the WI. The 
event raised £353 
which will be passed 
on to the School. 


Councillors’ 

surgery 

THE Labour Vale of 
Glamorgan and Barry 
town councillors for 
Castleland Ward, 

Chris Elmore, Pamela 
Drake, Les Sword and 
Karl Kuhnell will be 
holding their regular 
monthly advice sur¬ 
gery on Saturday 
November 9 in the 
Drop In Centre, 
Castleland Community 
Centre, Belvedere 
Crescent, Barry, from 
10:30am until 12pm. 

No appointment is 
necessary. Anyone need¬ 
ing advice but unable to 
attend can telephone 
Chris Elmore on 01446 
450 007 or 07867 506 
116. 


Memorial 
evening 
helps Marie 
Curie charity 



RECENTLY, an evening’s entertainment 
in memory of Mrs Barbara Perkins was 
held at Cottrell Park Golf Club. 

The evening included an auction, which was very 
well supported by guests, friends and family mem¬ 
bers alike. All of the items were snapped up. The 
rest of the evening was enjoyed by all on the dance 
floor. 

A total of £7,530 was raised and the family of Mrs 
Perkins would like to say a big thank you to the kind 
people who donated the auction pieces and to those 
who bid for them. 

Also, thank you to the friends and family mem¬ 
bers who helped run the event and to Anthony who 
organised it. 

The fund raised were donated to the Marie Curie 
Hospice. 

GARETH PERKINS 


Hearing 

Tests 


tt 




Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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BOXING DAI 
SALE PRICE 


lining table 
?e website) 


available 


at extra 


Luvr 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


Buy today & this weekend at 

BOXING 

DAY SALE 

PRICES 


with your Boxing Day Vouchers 

You can enjoy our Boxing Day Sale prices right now 
with our instore vouchers and still have many items in 
your home for Christmas. 

Why wait? - beat the boxing day crowds. 


But Hurry! These vouchers only available for a 
limited period! 

(Available on our Boxing Day Collection)" 1 


MRHvinMssmi 

Sffik! 


Superb 
range of 
finishing 
touches 


Huge bed and bedroom 
department 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


72 HOUR DELIVERY 

(Selected lines while stocks last) 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


fw 

homestores 

.co.uk 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 
www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, 
CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am -4.30pm 


Regional AM joins 
Welsh Guards’ walk 



REGIONAL AM, Andrew 
RT Davies, has taken part 
in a relay around the 
Welsh coast to raise money 
for service veterans. 

He walked from Southerndown 
to Nash Point, alongside veterans 
and supporters of the Welsh 
Guards. 

He said: “I was extremely 
proud to have taken part in such a 


fitting tribute to the Welsh Guards 
and to have helped to raise 
money for service veterans. 

“To have the opportunity to 
join the team for a leg of the jour¬ 
ney was a wonderful experience 
and I thoroughly enjoyed talking 
to some of the amazingly fit and 
dedicated people who managed to 
do the entire journey and hear 
some of their stories! 

“The Welsh Guards are an 


inspiration to us all and this was a 
great way to get the whole coun¬ 
try involved and show our appre¬ 
ciation for veterans. 

“Obviously I know the Vale 
coast extremely well as a local 
resident and farmer but this was a 
challenging walk for all involved 
given the wet and windy condi¬ 
tions!” 


Beguiling Beagles hunting 
for Beagle-friendly homes! 


DOGS Trust 
Bridgend is appeal¬ 
ing to local dog 
lovers to help find 
loving homes for 
three beguiling 
Beagles. 

The trio - Ralphie, 
Tonka and Bindy - are 
hunting for energetic 
owners who will enjoy 
training these clever 
dogs and give them the 
time they need to help 
them settle in. 

The charity has found 
that Beagles are one of 
the most sought-after 
breeds - the number of 
enquiries has increased 
tenfold at the Bridgend 
rehoming centre in the 
past year. 

Beagles may become 
the latest ‘must-have’ 
because of their appeal¬ 
ing looks and new own¬ 
ers are often unprepared 
and ill-equipped to cope 
with the specific require¬ 
ments of this energetic 
and sometimes mischie¬ 
vous breed. 

“Many end up in res¬ 
cue centres, although 
with the right training, 
these intelligent dogs 
can make loving and 
entertaining pets,” says 
Beverly Price, Dogs 
Trust Bridgend, 
Rehoming Centre man¬ 
ager. 

“Beagles are super 
cute little dogs which 
make very appealing 
pets. However, people 
need to remember that 
they are hounds, they 
love being outside chas¬ 
ing scents and are highly 
intelligent and very ener¬ 
getic dogs and need reg¬ 
ular exercise. They need 
the correct socialization 
and proper training. 

“They can be escape 
artists due to their very 
keen sense of smell and 
can pick up the faintest 
trace of the scent of food 
and pursue it. However, 
their love of food helps 
with training and in the 
right homes with owners 
who have time to dedi- 


The GEM is in partnership with the Dog’s Trust to 
find caring homes for animals in their charge at 
Bridgend Rehoming Centre (Telephone: 01656 725219) 



cate to their training and 
keeping them entertained 
they can make fantastic 
pets. 

“Over the last few 
months alone, we have 
taken in 10 Beagles. 
Some have been handed 
in because their owners 
did not appreciate the 
demands of such ener¬ 
getic dogs. We have 
also seen a large 
increase in the number 
of Beagles attending our 
training classes. 

“Beagles are really 
fun, affectionate dogs 
which make such 
rewarding pets in homes 


where owners under¬ 
stand their breed, give 
them plenty of exercise 
and allow them to be 
Beagles.” 

If you can give a 
Beagle suitable home 
please call Dogs Trust 
Bridgend on 01656 725 
219 or visit 
www.dogstrust.org.uk. 

Tonka 

TONKA is a one year 
old Beagle who loves to 
be part of the action. An 
energetic pup, he is 
always outdoors explor¬ 
ing and enjoys munching 
on his favourite meaty 
treats. This busy boy 


could happily live with 
other dogs. 

Bindy 

BINDY the Beagle is 
eight years old and is 
good with children and 
happy in the company of 
other dogs, this bright 
girl would make a loving 
companion for an ener¬ 
getic family. 

Ralphie 

RALPHIE is a one 
year old Beagle who is 
always active so would 
need lots of exercise and 
stimulation to keep him 
busy. A sociable pup, he 
has lots of doggy 
friends. 


Samantha was in the 
frame for top apprentice 


A YOUNG female 
plumber from 
Bridgend was a 
finalist in a compe¬ 
tition to name 
Wales’ best building 
services engineering 
apprentice. 

Samantha Allen (26) 
who works for 
Bridgend-based Andrew 
Allen Gas and Plumbing 
Ltd, was a finalist in the 
JTL Welsh Apprentice of 
the Year Awards, which 
recognise excellence in 
building services engi¬ 
neering apprentices. She 
was nominated for the 
award for her achieve¬ 
ments during her appren- 



Samantha Allen. 


ticeship, which finished 
in May of this year. 

Samantha said: “This 
is a great way of ending 
my final year as an 
apprentice, and I hope 


other girls will see this 
as proof of what can be 
achieved by taking up 
this sort of apprentice¬ 
ship.” 

JTL Chairman Dr Ian 
Livsey said: “Samantha 
is a great example of the 
talent being developed in 
Wales, and I have no 
doubt she has an excel¬ 
lent career ahead of her. 
She has always had great 
feedback from her tutors 
and training officers, and 
is playing a key part in 
our Apprentice 
Ambassador Initiative - 
helping us to encourage 
young women into 
careers in building serv¬ 
ices engineering.” 
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Llanilltud Primary School celebrates Diwali 



PUPILS at 
Llanilltud Fawr 
primary school 
recently cele¬ 
brated Diwali , 
the Hindu festi¬ 
val of light. 

As you can see 
from the 
pictures here, a 
wonderful time 
was had by all, 
especially the 
Indian dancing 
with Mrs 
Booker! 



Two local women are 
jailed for street attack 


TWO women who 
robbed a drinker 
shortly after she 
left a pub in 
Bridgend have each 
been jailed for 
three years at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Judith Harle suffered 
injuries which included 


a broken thumb, bruis¬ 
ing and grazes. 

Sara Baldwin (33) of 
Maes-yr-Heol, 
Brynmenyn, and Kirsty 
Hodgson (23) of Bryn 
Morfa, Bridgend, each 
admitted a charge of 
robbery. 

Judge Eleri Rees told 
the pair: “Nothing 
excuses what happened 
that night.” 


Museum 
remembers 
our troops 


OUR Armed Forces 
serving in hot spots 
around the world is 
the theme of the lat¬ 
est exhibit at the 
Barry Island-based 
Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre. 

Featuring a ‘soldier’ 
dressed in desert uni¬ 
form worn in action in 
Afghanistan, the display 
aims to remind visitors 
of the dangers faced by 
our troops ‘over there’. 

Barry at War 
spokesman Ade Pitman 
said: “Our display aims 
to remind visitors that 
our troops are currently 
serving our country on 
peace keeping duties 
around the world. 

“As an ex-serviceman 
myself, I believe that it is 
important to remember 
the sacrifices being 
made by our Armed 
Forces, not just at this 
time of year when we 
buy a poppy, but every 
day. 

“The title of our 
exhibit reflects the 
changing location of 
‘over there’; be this Iraq 
during the Gulf Wars or 
now Afghanistan. For 
my mother, ‘over there’ 
was Egypt during the 
Suez crisis of the 1950s, 
so who knows where 
‘over there’ will be 10 
years from now? 

“Using funds raised at 
the Wartime Weekend 
community event last 
summer, we have been 
able to buy a suitable 
mannequin and build a 
generic desert dwelling 


that could be equally at 
home in Iraq, 
Afghanistan or Syria. 
The uniform was donat¬ 
ed by the son of one of 
our volunteers, who 
wore it on one of his 
tours of duty in 
Afghanistan. 

“We would very much 
like readers to help us 
improve the impact of 
our display, by donating 
photographs of their 
loved ones ‘over there’. 

“We don’t need the 
originals, as these can 
either be emailed to us or 
we can scan the origi¬ 
nals. For security rea¬ 
sons photographs should 
simply have the name of 
the serving member and 
a goodwill message to 
them on it. 

“Our tiny museum 
seeks to show the per¬ 
sonal side of warfare, 
and how it touches the 
lives of the people at 
home. Photos can be 
emailed to us at our 
email enquiries @barry- 
atwar.info or dropped off 
at the museum.” 

The Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage Centre 
is located at the Barry 
Tourist Railway Station, 
Barry Island, and is open 
every Wednesday after¬ 
noon, 2pm until 4pm. 
The museum will also be 
open on Sunday, 
November 24, when it 
celebrates its first 
anniversary. 

For more details call 
Ade Pitman on 07930 
874161 or see the web¬ 
site www. wartime glam- 
organ, co.uk. 


by AJ 
SICLUNA 


The victim, she said, 
must have suffered a 
“truly frightening expe¬ 
rience”. 

Prosecutor John 
Probert said that on the 
night of May 5, Ms 
Harle and the two defen¬ 
dants were drinking in 
the Star pub in 
Bridgend. 

Ms Harle had had a 
relationship in the past 
with Baldwin’s ex-part¬ 
ner and Baldwin called 
Ms Harle a “slag and a 
slut”. 

About midnight, Ms 
Harle left the pub to 
walk home, feeling 
uncomfortable at the sit¬ 
uation. 

The two defendants 
rushed after her, leaving 
their drinks behind. 

In Mackworth Street, 
said Mr Probert, they ran 
towards her and 
Hodgson pulled her hair 
and punched her. She 
was dragged to the 
ground and her handbag 
was taken from her. 

She was kicked and 
curled up into a ball. 

Hodgson told her: 


“You got what you 
deserved, you bitch.” 

Judith Harle returned 
to the town centre and 
reported the matter to 
the police. 

In addition to the 
bruising and grazing and 
broken thumb, she also 
had swellings and bit the 
end of her tongue. 

The pair were arrest¬ 
ed in the early hours of 
the morning in the same 
pub. 

Baldwin said: “I 
haven’t robbed any 
b***, you’ll never 
prove it.” 

The bag was found in 
undergrowth near 
Hodgson’s home 

address and £33 in cash 
had been taken. 

Baldwin claimed that 
earlier the victim had 
given her “stinking 
looks”. Hodgson also 
denied being involved. 

Mr Probert said: 
“Clearly, Ms Harle was 
targeted.” 

In a victim impact 
statement, she said she 
suffered a lot of pain, 
was not sleeping, suf¬ 
fered stress, and had to 
be off work. 

She also said she felt 
“really angry” and want- 


Royal Albert 
Hall duties 
for local MGSs 


MEMBERS of the 
Ministry of Defence 
Guard Service 
(MGS), based at 
MoD St Athan, will 
be taking part in 
the annual Service 
of Remembrance at 
the Royal Albert 
Hall this coming 
Saturday, 
November 9. 

The two representa¬ 
tives from St Athan are 
Civilian Security 
Officers, Mrs Jean 
White from Barry and 
Mr Kenneth Kirkham 
from Pencoed. 

They were invited to 
take part in the National 
Act of Remembrance 
and be the first MGS 


personnel to walk down 
the steps of the Royal 
Albert Hall. 

MoD St Athan 
Commanding Officer, 
Wing Commander Rob 
Balls said: “I know that 
both Mrs White and Mr 
Kirkham were over¬ 
whelmed to be selected 
as the first MGS person¬ 
nel to attend the Royal 
Albert Hall. They will 
be joining the nation as 
we remember those who 
made the ultimate sacri¬ 
fice for their country.” 

Service and civilian 
personnel from MoD St 
Athan will join local 
communities across 
south Wales this Sunday 
as they take part in serv¬ 
ices to remember the 
fallen. 


ed the pair to pay for 
what they had done to 
her. 

Baldwin had convic¬ 
tions for public order 
offences and assault, and 
Hodgson had convic¬ 
tions for a public order 
offence, causing damage 
and battery. 

Adam Sharpe for 
Baldwin said: “The 
offence was entirely out 
of character. She had 
been in custody since 
October 4 but has 
reflected on her behav¬ 
iour. 

“It was an assault 
which spiralled out of 
control. 

“In the past she had 
suffered depression, has 
been sectioned and self- 
harmed. She has had a 
troubled life and there is 
remorse.” 

He said that in 
August, she was 
attacked and suffered 
fractures to her jaw. 

Stephen Thomas for 
Hodgson said: “She 
fully admits her part in a 
joint offence. When they 
left the pub, they did not 
intend to commit a rob¬ 
bery and it all occurred 
on the spur of the 
moment. 

“It must be acknowl¬ 
edged there was kicking 
and significant force. 
The robbery was inex¬ 
plicable.” 

The judge said there 
was clearly hostility 
towards the victim. 

Each defendant was 
ordered to pay a victim 
surcharge of £120. 


AM’s 

surgery 

DAVID MELDING, 
Conservative AM for 
the South Wales 
Central region, will 
be holding an advice 
surgery on Friday, 
November 15 at 29 
High Street, Barry, 
between 10am and 
12pm. No appoint¬ 
ment is necessary. 


PENDOYLAN’S 

ENTREPRENEURS 


PUPILS in 
Pendoylan Church 
in Wales Primary 
School recently held 
their first 
‘Enterprise Week’. 

The children were 
tasked with designing 
and producing products 
to sell at a school 
Farmer’s Market. 

To begin with, the 
pupils conducted some 
market research to find 
out what their parents 
and friends would want 
to buy, and how much 
they’d be willing to 
spend. 

To help the pupils get 
started, the school invit¬ 
ed a local businessman, 
Mr Howells, to give a 
presentation on how to 
launch a new product. 

The children used his 
excellent advice to help 
them choose suitable 
products to make and 
sell. The budding CEOs 
even calculated their 
expected profits and 
designed their own pack¬ 
aging! 

On trading day, with 



Young entrepreneurs at work. 


the year-6 pupils man- pupils had made over 
ning the stalls, business £600 profit; Sir Alan 
was brisk and the prod- Sugar would have been 
ucts sold quickly. By the proud! 
end of the morning the DJ 


AM congratulates 
young volunteers 



VALE AM, Jane 
Hutt, attended the 
Vale Volunteer 
Bureau’s AGM last 
week at Barry 
Memorial Hall, to 
congratulate the 
bureau and present 
awards to young 
volunteers. 

She said: “I was 
delighted to attend the 
Vale Volunteer 
Bureau’s AGM and to 
present young volun¬ 
teers with their 
Millennium 


Volunteering 
Certificates - what a 
wonderful contribution 
they have made!” 


Left to right - Peter 
Chapman, treasurer; 
Alison Steere, director; 
Jane Hutt AM and Jim 
Fitzgibbon, chair. 


Stitch Craft 

7 PARK CRESCENT, BARRY 


The Wool Shop is 
not closing. Open for 
business as usual 

Stockists of Sirdar & Wendy yarns 


Tel: 01446 736026 
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Out and About with The G1 



Marvel’s latest big 
blockbuster lacking 
in story and villainy 


M ANY hun¬ 
dreds of 
millions of 
dollars later, it 
seems hard to 
believe that the 
release of Thor in 
2011 was consid¬ 
ered a gamble, 
given his lack of 
high-profile. 

Fast-forward to 2013 
and his second outing, 
following a successful 
appearance in Avengers 
Assemble, is one that 
comes with much antic¬ 
ipation. 

In Thor: The Dark 
World, the lead charac¬ 
ter (Chris Hemsworth) 
returns to Asgard only 
to find it war-tom, 
threatened by an evil so 
great that Thor cannot 
battle it alone. 

In order to battle the 
dark elves and their 


leader Malekith 
(Christopher Eccleston), 
Thor must turn to his 
less-than-trustworthy 
brother Loki (Tom 
Hiddleston), a decision 
that could mean danger¬ 
ous times for our hero... 

While Marvel 
Studios have shown a 
knack for making 
money and delivering 
thrills, the one thing 
they are reasonably 
untested in is sequels. 

While their charac¬ 
ters’ first outings have 
been wildly successful, 
the only character to 
have reached sequel sta¬ 
tus is Iron Man, and the 
second episode of that, 
albeit undemandingly 
entertaining, was let 
down by a dull storyline 
and an unengaging vil¬ 
lain. 

A similar charge can 
be levelled at Thor: The 
Dark World which simi- 


‘Edging the 
Estuary’ - a 

written journey 
through the Vale 


PETER Finch’s 
Edging The 

Estuary (published 
by Seren at £9.99) 
takes the reader on 
a journey stopping 
at St Donat’s, 
Ogmore by Sea, 
Newton, Porthcawl, 
Aberthaw Power 
Station, Sully 
Island, Barry 
Island, and many 
other places which 
will be familiar to 
Glamorgan GEM 
readers. 

A poet, author and lit¬ 
erary entrepreneur, Peter 
is well known for his 
alternative guide books. 

Of Merthyr Mawr he 
writes: “It’s easy to see 
how this place doubled 
as Saudi for the making 


of David Lean’s 
Lawrence of Arabia”. 

While we leam that 
Sully “took its name 
from the Norman Baron, 
Reginald de Sully, one of 
the 12 knights of 
Glamorgan, who was 
awarded the manor at the 
time of the conquest.” 

He takes in villages 
and cities, power stations 
and fishermen, castles 
and caravans, leg aching 
walks and deckchairs on 
the beach, exploring 
both busy tourist attrac¬ 
tions and secret havens 
along the coast. 

The competing pleas¬ 
ure beaches of 
Porthcawl, Barry and 
Weston-super-Mare are 
just some of the places 
which punctuate Peter’s 
epic walk. 

BRIAN LEE 



Cowbridge Comprehensive School’s 

Annual PTA 

CHRISTMAS MARKET' 

Looking for some unique Christmas Presents? 

Look no further - come to our annual Christmas 
Market. Over 60 stalls selling, unique & hand 
crafted gifts such as ceramics, prints, jewellery, 
accessories, cards & books. 
Refreshments include: mulled wine, home 
made mince pies, hot food & drinks. 

. Sunday, 17 November, 10.30am - 3.30pm 
Cowbridge Comprehensive School, 
Aberthin Road, Cowbridge CF71 7EN. 

| (If you would like a stall to sell your goods please email 
to: mandypterry@me.com or call 07979 148989) 


larly makes for an 
entertaining and enjoy¬ 
able viewing experi¬ 
ence, but one soured by 
a story that doesn’t pull 
you in and a villain who 
is bland and reasonably 
unthreatening. 

What made the first 
film so entertaining was 
the ability to marry the 
dramatic with a sense of 
humour, the ‘fish-out- 
of-water’ concept allied 
to an almost 
Shakespearean family 
drama. 

What the sequel does 
is dial down the former 
(although there are 
some laughs to be hard) 
and instead focus on 
Thor battling a race of 
people intent on making 
him and Asgard pay for 
the sins of his grandfa¬ 
ther. 

It is a mix that does¬ 
n’t quite work, mainly 
due to the fact that the 
main driving force of 
the story, a mystical 
‘aether’ that grants 
those in charge of it 
immense power, is a 
flimsy hook on which to 
hang a story. 

Similarly, 

Christopher Eccleston’s 
Malekith is a villain 
with a grudge but lack¬ 
ing in character and per¬ 
sonality. With the actor 
hiding behind prosthet¬ 
ics, there are little or no 
facial actions to convey 
the character’s motiva¬ 
tions; instead we merely 
have threats which have 
been recycled from any 
number of past villains 
which don’t work half 
as well as a little more 
substance would have 
done. 

While these are 
points to be critical 


about, there are also 
things to savour about 
the film. Chris 
Hemsworth is becoming 
a more accomplished 
and assured actor with 
every performance, and 
while this film won’t 
overly stretch him, he 
still conveys the weight 
of a man bom to lead 
but who would rather 
fight. 

Tom Hiddleston is 
again the film’s ace in 
the hole, giving Loki 
the snide, devious and 
calculating aura that 
works so well, while 
Natalie Portman finds 
herself undemsed and 
Anthony Hopkins deliv¬ 
ers a performance that 
feels ever so slightly 
phoned in. 

Game of Thrones 
director Alan Taylor 
brings a sheen of real¬ 
ism to the world of 
Asgard, his more 
grounded direction per¬ 
fectly suitable for a film 
that follows the tradi¬ 
tional sequel path of 
going a bit darker, while 
the set-pieces, though 
heavy on CGI, have a 
scope and ambition that, 
coupled with a dollop of 
derring-do, give a 
thrilling air to proceed¬ 
ings. 

While something of a 
wasted opportunity, 
Thor: The Dark World 
still delivers enough to 
satisfy; it’s just a shame 
that it’s saddled with a 
weak story and poor vil¬ 
lain. However, the 
Marvel is enough to 
carry it through. 

VERDICT: Another 
case of sequel-itis from 
Marvel factor, Thor: 

The Dark World is a 
notch below their top 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
last week’s Ty 
Hafan lottery num¬ 
ber D799: 

• £2,000: 192212. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£10,000, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 2 0 5 7 8 7, 
897228, 243561, 863424, 
897509, 373700, 691509, 
866152, 177696, 879618, 
777869, 201976, 121551, 
593987, 840980, 176638, 
287513, 191177, 825250, 
476484. 

• £5: 252926, 

463370, 728020, 788521, 
287439, 980081, 579600, 
775535, 209842, 562703, 
976671, 337508, 186821, 


156239, 167734, 617893, 
822170, 437460, 916789, 
432550, 955068, 692195, 
893805, 830262, 454044, 
948040, 792613, 412452, 
358774, 790587, 185617, 
765264, 469985, 759219, 
928995, 555713, 556850, 
940916, 565539, 335239, 
316389, 406324, 780076, 
729007, 465323, 630656, 
430367, 705651, 730460, 
636869, 785695, 810192, 
846883, 174295, 140625, 
876383, 260945, 974616, 
859813, 156726. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or o mi ssions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


work but still makes for 
an entertaining viewing 
experience. While the 
film’s story leaves 
something to be desired, 
and has a villain that 
fails to send chills down 
your spine, the sense of 
spectacle and some 
decent performances 
from Chris Hemsworth 
and Tom Hiddleston 
make it worth watching. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Thor (2011), 
Star Wars (1977). 


Race night at 
Bonvilston 

A RACE night is being 
held at Bonvilston 
Reading Room on 
Friday, November 15, 
with a sausage and 
mash supper at 7pm, 
and racing starting at 
7.45pm. 

Tickets are £6 which 
includes supper. For 
more information call 
01446 781686. 

Breaking 

down 

harriers 

AS part of the 
Siaradwn Ni - Let’s 
Talk Big Lottery-fund¬ 
ed programme, Yellow 
Wales in Maesteg is 
holding extra a free-of- 
charge accredited two- 
day listening skills 
course at Yellow Wales 
from 9am - 3pm on 
November 15 and 18; 
January 27 and 31 
2014, February 10 and 
14, 24 and 28, and 
March 3 and 7. 

The Siaradwn Ni - 
Let’s Talk programme is 
co-ordinated by 
Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations 
(BAVO) and Neath Port 
Talbot Council for 
Voluntary Service (NPT, 
CVS) to encourage posi¬ 
tive emotional health 
and wellbeing. 

Telephone 01656 
737494. 


WHAT’S ON AND 
WHERE 
IN YOUR AREA 


Assembly Member 
holds surgery 

THE Welsh Liberal Democrat 
Assembly Member for South Wales 
West, Peter Black, will be holding 
three advice surgeries next week. 

On Friday, November 8, he will be 
in Pencoed Library from 2pm to 3pm. 

He will then be at Porthcawl 
Library from 3.30pm to 4.30pm and 
Neath Central Library between 5pm 
and 6pm. 

No appointment is necessary. 

Castle Players’ 
Armistice show 

BRIDGEND Castle Players are 
proud to present their Armistice 
Show, ‘The Prisoner’s Friend’, a 
play by Peter Drake. 

It is a tale about the lives and tribu¬ 
lations of those in the trenches of the 
Great War. 

The evening will be held in the 
Bridgend United Services Club on 
Saturday, November 9, 8pm start. 

Entry is free, with a collection to 
be held throughout the evening. 

All proceeds (less royalties) will be 
divided between: ‘The Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal’ and ‘Help for 
Heroes’. 

For further information, please 
visit our website: www.bridgend- 
castleplayers.org, or contact our sec¬ 
retary: secretary @bridgendcastle- 
players.org. 

Councillors’ surgery 

RESIDENTS are invited to attend 
an advice surgery at the County 
Library to discuss any council 
issues or concerns. 

Couns Dr Ian Johnson, Steffan 
William, Nic Hodges and Shirley 
Hodges will be joined by Steve 
Blakeman, Marilyn Brown and the 
Barry Plaid Cymru team at The 
Community Room, The County 
Library, King Square, Barry, from 
11am until 12 midday on Saturday, 
November 9. 

No appointments are necessary. 

Valeways walks 

ON Sunday, November 10 at 
10.30am, ‘Garden and Fields’, 
meeting at top car park, 
Southerndown. 

On Tuesday, November 12 at 
1.30pm, ‘Woodland walk to St 
Lythans’, starting at Wenvoe Arms car 
park, Wenvoe. 

Musical evening 

BARRY Male Voice Choir and 
Spectrum Singers will be singing at 
the Yacht Club, Barry Island on 
November 9 at 8pm. Tickets £5 on 
the door; everyone welcome. 

Barry Yacht Club Christmas fayre 
is on November 23 at 2pm in the 
clubhouse. Free admission, many 
exciting stalls, unusual gifts, refresh¬ 
ments available. For futher details 
telephone 01446 737579. 

Winter art 
exhibition 

FROM Monday, November 10 until 
Thursday, December 5, Cowbridge 
Art Society will hold its Winter Art 
Exhibition at Old Hall Cowbridge 
(usual Old Hall opening times, tele¬ 
phone 01446 773831 to confirm). 

The exhibition will be of up to 100 
original works of art done in a variety 
of media, most of which will be for 
sale for very reasonable prices. 


The society meets on Thursday 
evenings at the Old Hall, Cowbridge, 
7-9pm, and visitors and new members 
are most welcome. 

For details of the society’s activi¬ 
ties see 

www.cowbridgeartsociety.com. 

History group’s 
next meeting 

THE next meeting of the Dinas 
Powys Local History Society will be 
on Tuesday, November 12 at 
7.30pm in Kynance Hall. 

There will be an illustrated talk by 
Pat Evans - ‘They didn’t knit socks’ - 
the role of women volunteers on the 
front line in World War I. 

An admission fee of £1.50 for 
members and £3 for visitors will be 
charged. All are very welcome to 
attend; enquiries to Betty Williams 
(029 2051 3524). 

A Winter’s Tale 

WINTER’S Tale is the title of a 
Christmas demonstration to be 
given to members of the Barry 
Floral Society on November 12 by 
Mrs Barbara Priest of Hereford, 
and November 26 will see members 
making their own Christmas deco¬ 
rations. 

Both events will be held at the St 
Nicholas Hall, Nicholas Road, Barry, 
commencing at 2.15pm. On 
December 3 (10.15am-12 noon) St 
Nicholas Hall will be the venue for 
the society’s Christmas 
exhibition/coffee morning. Each year 
the club holds a number of special 
events and at the Christmas coffee 
morning makes a donation to a local 
charity. This year the chosen charity 
is Llamau. 

Mayor’s coffee 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Mayor is 
hosting a charity coffee morning in 
aid of the Salvation Army on 
Tuesday November 12 from 
10.30am - 12 noon in the Civic 
Office. All are welcome. 

Speakers lined up 
for NFU AGM 

TWO influential livestock board 
chairmen will be addressing 
Glamorgan NFU Cymru members 
at the annual general meeting on 
November 13 at the Duke of 
Wellington, Cowbridge. 

Starting at 7.30pm, Charles 
Sercombe, NFU livestock board 
chairman, will report back on his 
recent tour of New Zealand, looking 
at the sheep sector and Lyndon 
Edwards, NFU Cymru livestock 
board chairman will provide an 
update on issues facing the Welsh 
livestock industry. 

There will also be nominations for 
NFU and NFU Cymru officeholder 
positions, as well as the election of 
county positions on commodity 
boards for Glamorgan. 

‘Ladies in 
Retirement’ 

THE Dinas Powys Players’ presen¬ 
tation of Ladies in Retirement at the 
Parish Hall, Britway Road, Dinas 
Powys takes place on November 14, 
15 and 16. 

The three-act play will be present¬ 
ed at 7.30pm nightly, and tickets can 
be obtained by telephoning 029 
20512868 or 029 21406168. 

PW 
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Fitted Bedroom & Home Office 
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KETOSES 


Town & Country Bedrooms 
are having their biggest 
fitted furniture Sale ever 
As wall as having over 
1200 choices in door styles 
we offer the very best 
m CAD design with the 
test tradesmen about to 
complete the room of your 
dreams Take a look ai these 
bespoke installations all 
completed by us locaty 1o 
the highest standards and 
sec what we can do for you 
today Call us now on 01656 
657526 for your FREE no 
oration home 
consultation or call in to our 
showroom to see our full 
range of products 


SLIDING DOOR WARDROBE 

CW Town & County Bedrooms have now put together the largest range of sliding door 

wardrobes in Wales (possibly the UK). As well as our own Made to Measure high qualit 

iimiulvAkAA in tUn ^Innnin Cnwunnln nn#J \/nlnntn vnnnn/t mn nmii nffnw tUn UinU» 4 MMnlif 
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Town & County Bedrooms have now put together the largest range of sliding door 
wardrobes in Wales (possibly the UK). As well as our own Made to Measure high quality 
wardrobes in the Classic, Sorrento and Volante ranges, we now offer the highest quality 
German ranges, offering literally thousands more variations. So, if it’s fitted or free¬ 
standing sliding door wardrobes that you want, come and take a look at the best choice 
around. All our wardrobe systems are installed by professionals and with our best ever 
Autumn sale now on, we don’t think you’ll find better deals and better quality. 




% 





Ten Good Reasons to use Town & Country Bedrooms 

1. High quality Sliding Door Systems 
2.5 or 10 Year Guarantee on all ranges* 

3. Installed by Professionals 

4. Freestanding Robes from £499 installed 

5. Fitted Robes from £999 installed 

6. Testimonials available 

7. Largest choice in Wales 

8. Local established family company 

9. View our work online in customers homes 

10. Soft close doors available on most ranges 



Town fix Country Bedrooms 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE KSTALL ->^ 6Sl5 



Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Industrial Est. 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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Ysgol Gyfun Porthcawl ^heirsoth 8 

Porthcawl Comprehensive School Anniversary 


Pupils and parents 
vote with their 
feet and head 
for Porthcawl! 


As it celebrates its 80 th anniversary, big things are 
happening at Porthcawl Comprehensive School. In this 
article, headteacher Andrew Slade reflects on the reasons 
that more and more pupils are choosing the school. 


A S part of the run up to the 
school’s anniversary, our 
Humanities Club started research¬ 
ing the school’s 80-year history. 

Looking through the old registers, we were 
struck by the variety of previous schools listed; 
pupils came from Porthcawl town and from many 
primary schools in the surrounding district. 

This September has seen a very large intake into 
our year-7, with 240 pupils joining our school. 
What is quite remarkable is that following in the 
school’s tradition, pupils from 25 different primary 
schools have decided that Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School is the place for their sec¬ 
ondary education. 

Over the years, the school has grown from the 
red bricked buildings that opened in 1933, (now 
called P Block), to a much larger school, spread 
over a very large and well maintained site. 

In March 1973, the Upper School was opened, 
and this area now comprises D and G Block. In the 
last 16 years, we have seen a new staff room, a the¬ 
atre, a block of new classrooms for mathematics 
and geography, the sixth form hall - and most 
recently refurbished science laboratories. 


Pleased to 
supply and 
support 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive 
FLOOflflHlHH School - 
MACHINES congratulations! 

C&R Floor Machines 

Unit 19, Cwm Cynon Business 
Park, Mountain Ash CF45 5ER. 

Tel: 01443 477978 


WISHING 
PORTHCAWL 
COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOL EVERY 
SUCCESS 


PONTCYNONIND. EST, ABERCYNON 
RHONDDA CYNON TAFF, CF45 4EP 
01443 742080 
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Congratulations and 
Best Wishes from all 
at Peter’s Food Service 


This year, record numbers of students have 
either returned to school following their GCSE 
results, or joined our sixth form from other 
schools. 

To accommodate a sixth form of almost 400, we 
have redeveloped the Adult Education Lounge into 
the ‘Sixth Form Centre’. 

Thanks go to Mr Parker (the site manager) and 
his team for all their efforts during the conversion. 

The school became a comprehensive school at 
the beginning of the 1970s. We recognise at 
Porthcawl how vitally important a child’s educa¬ 
tion is to succeed in an ever-changing and chal¬ 
lenging world. 

We are proud to continue to use the school’s 
name - Porthcawl Comprehensive School - as we 
feel that education at our school is truly compre¬ 
hensive in the best sense of the word, with some¬ 
thing for everyone at the school, no matter what 
their ability, interest and aspirations. 

We continue to be delighted with examination 
results; the summer of 2013 brought a range of 
excellent results. 

At A-Level, the pass rate at A* to E was 98.55 
per cent, while at A* to C, it was a very creditable 
81.84 per cent. 

At GCSE Level 1 Threshold (5 or more GCSE 
passes at A*-G), the school hit 96.20. 

At Level 2 Threshold (5 or more GCSEs A*-C) 
the figure was 78.90 per cent. The Level 2 
Threshold (Including English and Maths) score 
was 69.93. 

The core subject indicator (English, Maths, 
Science) was 67.20 per cent, and there were no 
pupils leaving without qualifications. 

We are looking to increase our library of memo¬ 
rabilia tracing the history of the school. If you are 
able to help, for example with old photographs, 
please contact the school on 01656 774100. 

For more information about the school, (as it is 
today), please see our website www.porth- 
cawlschool. co. uk 


Wishing Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School 
continued success 

Solar provide blind and 
curtain packages for 
Nurseries, Classrooms, 
Communal Halls, Food halls, 
Sports halls, Libraries etc. 
Blackout blinds or blackout 
curtains for Lecture theatres, 
Science labratories or 
sporadic projector screen 
use. 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business 
Centre, Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


solar 

binds 
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This item is from the school’s programme for the 1998 
production of My Fair Lady. Karen is currently appearing 
in the Sky comedy-drama series, Stella (see article below). 



The school show - a dazzling 
tradition at Porthcawl 


BACK in the 1980s I 
was living in Cardiff, 
while my parents 
lived in Porthcawl, 
writes PHILIP 
IRWIN. 

Sometimes, over 
Sunday lunch, my father 
would wax lyrical about 
the quality of the shows 
put on by Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School. 

I took it all with a pinch 
of salt, of course. After all, 
if he had said that he had 
seen Rob Brydon and 
Ruth Jones on stage 
together, it wouldn’t have 
meant anything at the 
time. 

Don’t forget, this was 
all ‘pre-Glee’ and years 
away from the recent 
explosion in interest in the 
performing arts. 

Roger Burnell, the 
school’s drama teacher at 
the time, was blazing a 
trail and starting a tradi¬ 
tion that continues to this 
day. 

It was back in 2001 that 
I returned to Porthcawl 
and saw my first school 
production as The GEM’s 
reporter. It was The King 
and I - and I haven’t 
missed one since! 

Highlights? I remem¬ 
ber a great version of 
Gypsy, when the school 
was brimming with talent. 
There were two girls 
strong enough to play the 
key role of Rose (Amy 
Coombes and Ria Morell) 
and another two girls who 
were ideal for the role of 
Gypsy (Gemma Gould 
and Becky John). 

Leigh Coggins, who 
has appeared in a recent 
Les Miserables produc¬ 
tion alongside Gareth 
Gates, was in the chorus. 

Among the boys in the 
cast were Gamon Davies 
(Hollyoaks and regular 
acting work); Michael 
Conway (three years in 



ABOVE: The school 
performing Fiddler on 
the Roof (2012) 

RIGHT: 

Ben Westwood (with 
Laura Bryce) as 
Dr Jekyll in 2009. 

Jersey Boys in the West 
End), Ashley Hunt who 
has been getting regular 
acting work ever since 
leaving college, Nicky 
Phillips, now a master in 
musical theatre at the 
Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama, Dan 
Parker, who went on to do 
excellent work for the 
Bridgend Youth Theatre - 
and Joe Smith, now a 
drama teacher at the 
school! 

Truth be told, reading 
past programmes will 
always unearth talented 
performers who have 
moved on to success in 
theatre or TV. 

Another old boy is 
Matthew Gravelle (recent¬ 
ly the killer in 
Broadchurch ), and an old 
girl is Karen Paullada - 
now on TV in Ruth Jones’ 
Stella, playing the brassy 
Nadine. 

In her day in 
Porthcawl, she played the 
lead role in My Fair Lady, 
Funny Girl, and Sound of 
Music. 

Over the years there 
have been many more fine 
shows. I have seen two 


excellent versions of Les 
Mis, the most recent fea¬ 
turing Joe Wiltshire- 
Smith, who wowed the 
audience as Jean Valjean, 
and he has gone on to do 
great work in Fiddler on 
the Roof and in Jesus 
Christ Superstar. 

However, the 

Porthcawl shows were 
never about superstars. 
Every show I have seen 


has depended on team 
work and a whole range of 
skills - on stage, in the 
orchestra pit, and behind 
the scenes. 

School shows are ulti¬ 
mately all about develop¬ 
ing personal confidence 
and a whole raft of life 
skills, and if anyone out 
there doubts the truth of 
that - then come along to 
next year’s show! 


HI-TIDE 

Many Congratulations 
to Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School 

www.hi-tide.co.uk 
01656 782432 
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Pleased to support 
Porthcawl 

Comprehensive School 


Unit 6c, Chiltern Close, 3 

Cardiff Business Centre, Cardiff CF14 5DN A 

02920 753251 " 
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The debt we owe our Merchant Navy... 


THE First World War finally 
ended on November 11, 1918, 
after four long years of fighting. 

The guns stopped on the eleventh hour 
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. 

November 11 was chosen back in 1919 
as the special day each year when we 
would all think about and remember those 
who had died. 

To this day, almost 100 years later, at 
11am on November 11 many people 
across Britain stay silent for two minutes 
to think about those who were lost. 

At first, November 11 was known as 
Armistice Day because ‘armistice’ is the 
word used for an agreement between ene¬ 
mies to stop fighting. 

These days it is more usually called 
Remembrance Day or Poppy Day. 

The sacrifice of the Merchant Navy has 
remained a hidden chapter in our history. 

Tens of thousands of merchant seamen, 
fishermen and crews from tankers, some 
involved in minesweeping duties to help 
keep our sea lanes open, lost their lives 
during both World Wars. 

We owe them a great debt. Without 
their efforts this country would have run 
out of food. 

We would not have supplied our army. 
The raw materials needed to keep the air¬ 
craft flying would not have arrived. We 
would have been overrun. 

SS Athenia 

In 1999, after years of lobbying, the 
Merchant Navy was finally allowed to 
take part at the National Remembrance 
Ceremony at the Cenotaph in Whitehall, 
some 60 years after the first Merchant 
vessel the Athenia was lost in World War 
Two. 

The SS Athenia , of the Donaldson Line 
was torpedoed by the enemy submarine 
U30 within hours of war being declared, 
killing 93 passengers and 19 of the crew 
(mainly men trapped deep down in the 
engine rooms). 

The Merchant Navy personnel were 
considered civilians and not “under com¬ 
mand”. 


For the first time, in the year 2000, 
Merchant Navy Veterans marched behind 
the Royal Navy in Column E and the 
Merchant Navy wreath was proudly laid 
at the Cenotaph. 

The wreath, with its unique MN 
design, joined the ‘Red Duster’ which had 
been displayed at the Cenotaph since the 
memorial was dedicated. 

So when remembering our Armed 
Forces, just for a moment also remember 
the unarmed forces and the many from 
Barry and the Vale who played such a 
vital part in both wars. After years of 
being overlooked, Merchant Navy per¬ 
sonnel during the Year of the Convoy 
(2013) are also being granted further 
recognition for their great sacrifices in the 
course of duty. 

October-related World War Two 
ships and local men lost: 

The tanker British General was en 
route from the Tyne for Abadan when she 
was torpedoed by U-37 and sunk on 
October 6, 1940. 

The crew of 47 was reported missing, 
including local man Henry Mason. 

On October 10, 1940 the SS Graigwen 
a cargo steamer on route from Montreal 
for Barry was torpedoed by German sub¬ 
marine U-123 and sunk. 

Seven of her crew including Ronald J 
Ponsford were lost from a total of 34. 

On October 18, 1940 the SS Fiscus in 
convoy SC-7, was torpedoed and was 
sunk East of Rockall by U-99. 

The master, 36 crew members includ¬ 
ing locals William Bradford, Clifford Roy 
Hopkins and Gethyn W Richards, and one 
gunner, were lost. 

Two days later the cargo steamer SS 
Whitford Point on route from Baltimore 
to London in Convoy HX-79 was torpe¬ 
doed by German submarine U-47 and 
sunk 90 miles SW of Rockall. Local men 
Ali Kassim, John H Conibear, Thomas 
Hillberg and John Edward Young were 
among the 37 crew lost from a total crew 
of 39. 

On October 21, 1941, the cargo steam¬ 


er Treverbyn when en route from Pepel to 
Cardiff, was torpedoed and sunk by 
German submarine U-82. 

The vessel was in Convoy SL-89. A 
crew of 48 was presumed lost including 
local men Henry Edwards and Edward 
Paul Lewis. 

Also, on October 21, the armed British 
cargo MV King Malcolm was last report¬ 
ed, and never heard of again. 

She had a crew of 34 and four gunners. 

It has been recorded that the King 
Malcolm was hit by torpedo and sank in 
30 seconds. 

Apparently this ship went down before 
it could radio an alarm. 

Local men lost were George D Ashton, 
George Henry Cliff, Patrick Cullen, 
Gordon Illtyd Down, Matis Jacobson, 
Albert E V Manning, Ernest A Petterson, 
Juan Rufo and Jan Snyder. 

The Rose Schiaffino was torpedoed by 
the U-Boat 374 on October 31, 1941. 

The master, 36 crew members includ¬ 
ing locals Ahmed Mohamed, Thomas 
B as ton, Klaas De Wit, Daniel Cadogan, 
Karl Eugen Eriksen, John Foley, William 
Henry James, Ahmed Jheai, Terence 
Lewis, Nagi Mohamed, Joseph Norton, 
Jose Ocampos, Jose Pires, Maelgwyn 
Richardson, Arthur Robertson, Mocabil 
Salem, Charles Burman Stiff, Emanuel 
Teuma and four gunners were lost. 

The SS Pennington Court, a straggler 
from a convoy, was torpedoed by U-254 
and sank south-east of Cape Farewell on 
October 9, 1942 with the loss of all on 
board including local man William E 
Pratt. 

The unescorted SS Agapenor was hit 
by two torpedoes from U-87 about 180 
miles south of Freetown on October 11, 
1942, and sank after being hit aft by 
another torpedo. 

Seven crew members were lost includ¬ 
ing local man Ivor Victor King. 

On October 12, 1942, U-706 fired a 
torpedo at the SS Stomest west of Ireland 
and observed a hit under the aft mast. 

The ship was a straggler from convoy 


ONS-136 due to heavy weather. 

The master, 37 crew members includ¬ 
ing local men Anton Andersen, James T 
Edwards, Edward Fellows, Sidney Flynn, 
Clifford K R Gurd, Barrie Higgins, 
Frederick B John, Thomas Owen Lamb, 
William G Poulsen, Idris G Pritchard, 
William H Robinson, William Arthur 
Weeks, Charles G Williams, and ten gun¬ 
ners, were lost. 

The Norwegian steamer Lysland and 
the British steamer George Balfour were 
torpedoed. 

The burning Lysland was towed into 
the Humber. George Balfour broke into 
parts during the towing and ran aground. 

Local men lost during the the SS 
George Balfour action were James 
Gronhaug and Harry Mawson. 

On October 29, 1942, the SS Bullmouth 
was torpedoed and damaged by U-409 
about 100 miles NW of Madeira and 
became a straggler. 

She was later struck by a further two 
torpedoes from U-659 and sank. 

The master, 44 crew members includ¬ 


ing local men John T Howells and Arthur 
G Hutton and five unknown DEMS gun¬ 
ners were lost. 

On the same day the SS Barrwhin in 
convoy HX-212 was hit by one torpedo 
from U-436 and sank quickly south of 
Iceland. 

Local men lost were Bosun Peter 
Antman and Chief Steward Martin 
Benedict Preiera, husband of Rose 
Gertrude Preiera of Cadoxton. 

On October 4, 1943 the British 
steamship Fort Fitzgerald, was bombed 
by German Do-217 aircraft and sank NW 
of Cape Tenes. 

The sinking saw the loss of local man 
Ahmed Nagi, aged 42. 

“They shall grow not old, 

As we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, 

Nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning, 

We will remember them. ” 

JT Greenway 


FORMER CHIEF 
FIRE OFFICER 
BERT REACHES 100 


BERT PREECE, who for many 
years was the chief fire officer 
for Barry, Penarth, Cowbridge 
and Llantwit Major, is celebrat¬ 
ing his 100th birthday on 
November 10. 

He joined the old Auxiliary Fire 
Service in 1938 and on the outbreak of 
war was called up to Barry fire station, 
being seconded to Swansea during the 
wartime blitz. 

Having risen through the ranks during 
the war, he became station officer for 
Barry and the Vale on its cessation. He 


served Barry and the Vale for many years 
before being promoted to divisional offi¬ 
cer based in Bridgend, a position he held 
until his retirement in 1972. 

He was married to his beloved Rene 
for 73 years until her death last year at 
the age of 97. 

He is still active and likes nothing bet¬ 
ter than going out for a weekly meal with 
his sons to the Colcot Arms in Barry. 

For his birthday celebration he will be 
joined by his children, his grandchildren, 
his great grandchildren and his great- 
great grandchildren at a restaurant in 
Cardiff. 



lopstak 

Stoves I Fireplaces Renewables I Kitchens I Accessaries 


Accessories and Gifts for Christmas 



01446 771567 | www.topstaAxo.uk | Rod us on: on 
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Could Hypnotherapy be 
the solution for your child? 

L 


GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


ike adults, children can suffer 
emotional or psychological/cogni- 
/tive problems from time to time. 
Growing up can be difficult with all the new 
challenges life can bring. Sometimes children 
cannot cope with the emotions generated result¬ 
ing in them being “bottled up”leading to 
unhelpful thought patterns which can cause 
anxiety and stress, exacerbating conditions such 
as asthma; eczema; behavioural problems and 
unwanted habits. 

Local hypnotherapist, Sue Pitman practises 
Solution Focused hypnotherapy helping chil- 

Will Aid - no 
better time to 
get a Will done 


I MAGINE 
you’ve lived 
with your part¬ 
ner for 20 years in 
his house. You’ve 
never married and 
you have no chil¬ 
dren. Your partner 
dies suddenly and 
hasn’t made a will. 
After the funeral 
his family, who you 
haven’t seen for 
years, ask you to 
leave the house. 

Can they do that? The 
answer is, probably, yes. 

The concept of a 
‘co mm on law wife’ 
doesn’t exist in law and 
a co-habitee has no 
automatic right to inher¬ 
it her partner’s estate or 
deal with his assets and 
personal possessions. 

Where there isn’t a 
will rigid statutory rules 
come into effect known 
as ‘the intestacy rules’. 

These rules lay down 
the order in which fami¬ 
ly members are entitled 
to the grant of probate. 
They also specify who 
can inherit. Unmarried 
partners are not included 
in the list. 

Of course, the co¬ 
habitee may have other 
rights (an Inheritance 
Act claim or rights to an 
equitable interest in the 
property) but these will 
cost time and money to 
assert which could have 
been avoided had a sim¬ 
ple will been drafted. 

We regularly see situ¬ 
ations where the small 
cost of making a will 
could have saved money 
later. A common situa¬ 
tion arises where a par¬ 
ent has several children 
from different relation¬ 
ships and doesn’t make 
a will. 

If there is no spouse 
the children are entitled 
to the grant and in gen¬ 
eral terms the rule is 
‘first come first served’. 
It won’t be any sur- 



16 St Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff, CFI0 3DD 

Contact Clare Strowbridge 
clare.strowbridge@huttons-solicitors.co.uk 
www.huttons-solicitors.co.uk 
mm Tel. 02920 378621 


Le\cel 


dren suffering such as low confidence/self 
esteem; sleep disorders; bed wetting; phobias; 
exam nerves. Studies show children (7 to 17) 
respond positively to hypnosis and talking ther¬ 
apy which Suecombines with cognitive behav¬ 
ioural therapy and NLP techniques, focusing on 
the child’s solution. 

For more information call Sue on 07795 
964066 or see www. cardif/hypnotherapysolu¬ 
tions.co.uk for more information. 



prise to know that a row 
frequently breaks out as 
to who should be in 
charge. This messy situ¬ 
ation can be avoided if 
the parent takes a few 
minutes to decide who 
he or she wants to inher¬ 
it and executes a valid 
will. 

Even if a will is 
made, if it isn’t done 
properly it may be 
invalid. Homemade 
wills can be a big prob¬ 
lem. A technical flaw or 
uncertain wording or 
even the crossing out of 
names and gifts can 
make a will invalid or 
worse, partially invalid. 

If you are among the 
60 per cent of the popu¬ 
lation who haven’t yet 
made a will, there has 
never been a better time 
to do it. 

For the whole month 
of November, you can 
make a simple will with 
firms of solicitors who 
sponsor Will Aid. 

For one month, 
Hutton’s will waive its 
fee and invite clients to 
make a donation to Will 
Aid. Will Aid was 
founded 25 years ago 
and over the years we 
are proud to have helped 
raise over £13.6 million 
for causes such as the 
Red Cross, Action Aid, 
the NSPCC and many 
other charities. 

To find out more 
about this scheme 
please contact: Clare 
Strowbridge, Hutton’s 
Advocates & Solicitors, 
16 St Andrew’s 
Crescent, Cardiff CF10 
3DD, telephone 029 
2037 8621 or email: 
dare, strowbridge @ hut 
tons-solicitors.co. uk 


CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
chance to shine through 

Contact Sue Pitman hpd, dhp, mnch (Reg) 

:> n 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 
www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 


Quality care 
for all our 
doggy clients 

V ALE Dog Grooming is a small 
grooming salon run by qualified 
and compassionate staff. 

The quality and care of our doggy clients are our 
first priority, and each and every one is treated in a 
gentle manner so that the groom is a pleasurable 
experience. 

No drying cabinets are used and our pets are 
with a member of staff at all times. 

Grooming is by appointment and there is a can¬ 
cellation list so sometimes grooming can be 
arranged at a short notice; please ring to check 
availability. 

Collection and delivery is also available on 
request. Please ring for further details - telephone 
01446 760236. 


So Y a ' e D °S a* 

•2 do Grooming v 

Professionally Trained in Award Winning Salon 
Dogs Prepared to Owners’Wishes 
Just off Junction 34 M4 

Nail clipping & Ear plucking service also available 

T: 01446 760 236 M: 07854 30 10 20 
E: valedoggrooming@gmail.com 
W: www.valedoggrooming.co.uk 
Plwca Lodge,Tredodridge, Cowbridge, CF71 7UL 
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In Business Update 


Vale Cycling Servicing will 
build your Christmas bike 


ANY people will be buying a 
bike through the internet for 
■someone this Christmas. Avoid 
the disappointment of a box of bits on 
the big day by having it professionally 
assembled. 

Prices start from £30 for a bike in a box to £120 
for a bike built from parts to your specification. 

All bikes will be built to British Standards BS 
6102: Part 1: 1992; 
www.bsieducation.org/Educationl4- 

Help to Buy 2 
comes to Wales! 

I 


19/bicy cles/bicy cle- spec. shtml. 

Bespoke built bicycles also include first service 
and delivery in the Vale free. 

If you’ve got any questions about having a bike 
built to your specification, then please contact Vale 
Cycle Servicing {see advert). 


"F you’ve been 
thinking of 
.moving home 
but are struggling 
to find a large 
enough deposit, 
help may be at 
hand! 

A Government- 
backed scheme, Help to 
Buy: Mortgage 
Guarantee (also known 
as Help to Buy 2), 
should mean that more 
high loan-to-value mort¬ 
gages become available 
to would-be borrowers 
and the good news is 
this scheme is available 
to borrowers in Wales. 

For the borrower, the 
new mortgages will 
work just like any nor¬ 
mal house loan, but at 
loans-to-value between 
80 and 95 per cent. 


This means that the 
borrower may only have 
to find a five per cent 
deposit. 

The new mortgages 
will be available for 
both home movers and 
first time buyers, subject 
to certain restrictions. 

While the scheme 
may help borrowers to 
move onto or up the 
property ladder, it is 
important to note that 
borrowers remain fully 
responsible for their 
mortgage payments and 
any shortfall in the nor¬ 
mal way, and they will 
be subject to lenders’ 
normal checks on your 
eligibility for the new 
scheme. 

For independent 
mortgage advice, con- 
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clear and concise 
U0 V ' fi nancial advice 

84 High Street, Barry CF62 7DX 

Telephone: 0300 303 8525 
www.cbkwales.co.uk 
Email: info@cbkwales.co.uk 

CBK Wales is a trading style of CBK (Swansea) Ltd which is an 
appointed representative of TenetConnect Services Ltd which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up the repayments on the 
mortgage. There will be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will 
depend on your circumstances, but we estimate that it will be £450. 


Pre-Christmas 
installation 
of kitchen 
or bedroom 

H ERE at Thomas Kitchens & 
Bedrooms we believe that ‘Home is 
where the Heart is’! 

That is why we are committed to providing quali¬ 
ty products at affordable prices, so that everyone can 
enjoy the luxury of a beautiful kitchen or bedroom, 
whatever the budget, or whether it is of a traditional, 
contemporary or modem design. 

We have a variety of special offers, flexible 
Wales on 0300 design appointments, quality products at competitive 
prices, a welcoming showroom, over 20 years’ 
installation experience and for a limited period we 
can offer pre-Christmas installation! 


303 8525 or email 
info @ cbkwales. co. uk. 



WHAT DO YOU DO WITH 
YOUR OLD DIRECTORIES? 


N* 


OVEMBER is usu¬ 
ally the time the 
new directories for 
2014 will start to land on 
doorsteps, which some¬ 
times leaves people with 
the quandary as to what 
to do with their old ones. 

The Vale Council’s cabinet 


member for the environment and 
visible services, Coun Rob 
Curtis, said: “Please add them to 
your kerbside collection to be 
recycled. 

“It doesn’t even matter if the 
directory is a mixed material - 
that is a hard-backed card cover 
and paper pages, pop them in 
your blue co-mingled bag or ide¬ 


ally at the base of your green box 
(we ask for it to be at the bottom, 
to try and preserve the paper 
quality should it rain). 

“Our teams will do the rest; 
feasibly your 2013 information 
could be recycled and turned into 
something different you will be 
reading in 2014!” 


What’s in your bin? 


Our Recycling Team put the 

SPfTUGHT ON 


thomast 9 


A LARGE RANGE 
OF SPECIAL OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 

Subject to terms and conditions. 

Also an impressive range of 
bedroom furniture ... 



with your old 
directories... 


f£lamorf;an.gov.uk’recycle 



01656 662665 
07872 451612 

Visit us at 

4 Derwen Road, Bridgend CF31 1LH 
I enquiries @thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 

lwww.thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 
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Fireworks display 
goes off with a bang! 



THE annual firework display 
lit up Barry Island on Tuesday, 
November 5, as thousands came 
to see the excitement. 
PHILIP J BROWN took these 
pictures overlooking the Old 
Harbour, and as you can see, 
there was plenty to wow the crowd. 


NOTICE OF CO-OPTION 
Section 116 Local Government 
(Wales) Measure 2011 
COWBRIDGE (ANCIENT 
BOROUGH) WITH 
LLANBLETHIAN 
TOWN COUNCIL 

LLANBLETHIAN WEST WARD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that ONE Vacancy 
has occurred in the office of Councillor for the 
above mentioned Ward, and the Town Council 
intends to co-opt. 

Expressions of interest are being sought from 
members of the public who meet the following 
qualifications and are interested in representing 
their community on the aforementioned Town 
Council. You must be a British, Commonwealth, 
Irish ora European Union citizen and be 18 years 
of age or over; and meet at least one of the fol¬ 
lowing criteria:* 

• registered as a local government elector for 
the area named above; or 

• during the whole of the last 12 months 
occupied as owner or tenant land or other 
premises in the community named above; or 

• your principal or only place of work during 
the last 12 months has been in the commu¬ 
nity named above; or 

• you have during the whole of the last 12 
months resided in the Community or within 
4.8 kilometres of it. 

*Certain people are disqualified from standing, 
and these include paid officers of the town 
council, anyone subject to bankruptcy restriction 
orders and those subject to recent sentences of 
imprisonment. It is the responsibility of the candi¬ 
dates to ensure that they are qualified to stand. 
Signed Andrew Davies, Town Clerk 
Dated this 7th November 2013. 

If you wish to be considered for co-option for the 
vacant seat or want more information regarding 
the role of a Town Councillor please contact the 
Town Clerk at The Town Hall, 21 High Street, 
Cowbridge,CF71 7AD by Friday 29th November2013 


NOTICE OF CO-OPTION 

Section 116 Local Government 
(Wales) Measure 2011 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
TOWN COUNCIL 

NORTH WARD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that ONE Vacancy 
has occurred in the office of Councillor for 
the above mentioned Ward, and the Town 
Council intends to co-opt. 

Expressions of interest are being sought from 
members of the public who meet the following 
qualifications and are interested in representing 
their community on the aforementioned Town 
Council. You must be a British, Commonwealth, 
Irish or a European Union citizen and be 18 
years of age or over; and meet at least one of 
the following criteria:* 

• registered as a local government elector for the 
area named above; or 

• during the whole of the last 12 months 
occupied as owner or tenant land or other 
premises in the community named above; or 

• your principal or only place of work during the 
last 12 months has been in the community 
named above; or 

• you have during the whole of the last 12 
months resided in the Community or within 4.8 
kilometres of it. 

*Certain people are disqualified from standing, 
and these include paid officers of the town 
council, anyone subject to bankruptcy restriction 
orders and those subject to recent sentences of 
imprisonment. It is the responsibility of the 
candidates to ensure that they are qualified to 
stand. 

Signed Ruth Quinn, Town Clerk 
Dated this 1st November 2013. 

If you wish to be considered for co-option for the 
vacant seat or want more information regarding 
the role of Town Councillor please contact the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Llantwit Major, CF61 1SD 

by Wednesday 20th November 2013. 


Gladstone pupils 
help make world 
a brighter place 


ON Friday October 
4, Gladstone 
Primary School cel¬ 
ebrated their har¬ 
vest festival in their 
usual caring, shar¬ 
ing way. 

Children from years 
2 to 6 sang, danced 
and performed to the 
rest of the school in a 
service of thanksgiv¬ 
ing. 

Proudly on display 
were a multitude of 
household items, 
clothes, books and toys 
donated by parents 
and friends of 
Gladstone all ready to 
be boxed and sent off 
to Track 2000 - a char¬ 
ity committed to serv¬ 
ing those in need in the 
local community. 

At the end of the 
assembly, Track 2000 
came to collect the 
items. It took over 50 


children from year-5 to 
help carry everything 
to the van and the 
driver, Glyn, said that 
he had never seen his 
van so full in nine 
years. 

The year-5 children 
then sang ‘We are the 
World’ as the van 
drove off - and the 
words “It’s true we’ll 
make a brighter day, 
just you and me” have 
never been so 
poignant. 

Teacher and organ¬ 
iser Sarah Creasey 
enthused: “Team 
Gladstone have done it 
again. The children 
performed so beauti¬ 
fully, which is a credit 
to the fantastic staff 
and our parents gave 
as generously as ever. 
The looks on the faces 
of the Track 2000 staff 
said it all!” 



JENNER PARK PUPILS’ 
WOODLAND EXHIBITION 



Some of the children with their exhibition. 


AS part of a 
Cornerstones ‘Wild 
Wood’ topic, year-4 
pupils in Jenner 
Park Primary have 
been busy working 
towards an art 
exhibition in 
Porthkerry Forest 
Lodge. 

The children started 
learning all about the 
inhabitants of the local 
woodland with a visit to 
Porthkerry Park in 
September. Since then, 
the children have created 
robust 3D models of 
woodland creatures 
using wire and mod roc. 

Also, children wrote 
poetry and reports based 
on woodland creatures. 

On Friday October 
25, children invited their 
families and friends to 
come and see their work 
laid out in an exhibition 
in the lodge. 

A school spokesman 
said: “It has been a huge 
success and children’s 
work will remain on dis¬ 
play in the lodge for the 
foreseeable future, to 
inspire our community.” 


Dinas Powys runs DIY 
drop-in session on LDP 


THERE is outrage that the 
Yale Council has failed to 
organise a public event in 
Dinas Powys regarding the 
Local Development Plan 
(LDP). 

Therefore the local community 
councillors have organised a drop-in 
session for residents to air their views 
on Saturday, November 16 at the 
Murchfield Hall, Sunny croft Lane 
from 10am to 12 noon. 

The latest proposals for the St Cyres 
annexe site by the Vale Council 
changes the land designation from 
housing to mixed use. 

This means that the site would be 
allocated for housing and community 
use. The number of houses proposed is 
300. 

Land off Caerleon Road will see an 
increase in the proposed number of 
houses. The latest figure is 75 houses. 

In both instances, access would be 
via the Murch Road/Cardiff Road 
junction. 

However the document gives no 
indication how this junction could 
cope with extra traffic. 

The issue of dealing with traffic 
from the site remains vague with the 
draft plan stating that “a suitable safe 
access is required” and that a “full and 
comprehensive Scoping Study” should 
be agreed. Nor is there any reference 
to the by-pass. 


In reality, there is no detail about 
transport and how the local roads and 
the main Cardiff Road will cope with 
the additional traffic. 

There are two new sites, one at 
Ardwyn the former children’s home 
off Penyturnpike and 50 properties at 
Cross Common Road opposite Hebron 
Hall. 

Here a new junction would be 
required with the main road. 

The final result, if all this is agreed, 
is there will be an increase in housing, 
up from 400 to 440. 

However the major issue of public 
transport and extra vehicles heading to 
Cardiff and Barry has been glossed 
over and must be addressed first. 

Dinas Powys 
Community Council 

GROUP MEETING 

THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Diabetes UK Voluntary Group 
will hold their next meeting on 
Tuesday, November 19, at the 
Board Room, Llandough 
Hospital, Penarth from 7.30pm 
- 9.00pm. 

The speaker will be Dr Richard 
Chudleigh, whose talk is entitled 
‘Kidney Complications in Diabetes 
all are welcome. 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 


The GEM is donating a 
minimum of £150 to the 
Poppy Appeal from the 
proceeds of this feature 


How the poppy became a symbol of Remembrance... 


I T’S that time of year when we begin 
to notice that there are poppies for 
sale almost everywhere we look and 
we put our hands in our pockets and 
place our contribution in the collecting 
box and pin a poppy emblem to our jack¬ 
ets and coats. 

Have you ever thought about why we follow this 
custom? Yes, I know it’s our way of supporting the 
Royal British Legion’s annual appeal, but why a 
poppy, and what do they do with the money? 

The first of these symbols of Remembrance went 
on sale in November 1921, but it might surprise 
readers to know that it wasn’t actually a British 
idea. It’s one of those things that wasn’t thought up 
by any single person but evolved from the actions 
of three people - a Canadian medical officer, an 
American YMCA worker and a French lady. 

On May 3, 1915, after presiding over the funeral 
of a friend and fellow soldier who died in the 
Second Battle of Ypres, the Canadian medical offi¬ 
cer, a Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, was 
inspired to write a poem. 

McCrae, appalled by the carnage he saw, per¬ 
formed the burial service himself, at which time he 
noted how poppies quickly grew around the graves 
of those who died. 

The next day, he composed the poem while sit¬ 
ting in the back of an ambulance. According to 


legend, fellow soldiers retrieved the poem after 
McCrae, initially unsatisfied with his work, dis¬ 
carded it. ‘In Flanders Fields’ was first published 
on December 8 of that year in the London-based 
magazine Punch. 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

It is one of the most popular and most quoted 
poems from the war. However, the idea of the 
poppy as a symbol of Remembrance then moved to 
the USA. 

The idea for the Flanders Fields Memorial Poppy 
came to Moina Michael while she was working at 


ft The Mayor of Barry 
Councillor Claire Curtis 

on behalf of the 

Barry Town 
Council 

asks you to support 

REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 

Wear your Poppy 
with Pride 



Sam Smith Travel 

BUSINESS • GROUPS • LEISURE • SPORTS 

Strachan Travel 


ft 


Pleased to support the Poppy 
Appeal and to assist with any 
of your travel requirements. 

^ . 55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
-mi Telephone: 01446 774018 
Fax: 01446 773695 

x bt k\ sam@samsmithtravel.com I 
G 8930 www.samsmithtravel.com 



D.B. FRANCIS Ltf 


GAS MAINTENANCE & l ; 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS'"'^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



* All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

> Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

> Boiler Up-grades 

> Heating Controls Up-dated 

►Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

» Good after-sales service and maintenance 

_ Hfehnt Ha • 

7 Year Guarantee 

A.C.O.P. Approved 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


the YMCA Overseas War Secretaries headquarters, 
on a Saturday morning in November 1918, two 
days before the Armistice was declared at 11 
o’clock on November 11. 

At about 10.30am, when everyone was on duty 
elsewhere, Moina found a few moments to read a 
magazine. In it she came across a page that carried 
a vivid colour illustration for the poem ‘We Shall 
Not Sleep’ (later named ‘In Flanders Fields’) writ¬ 
ten by the Canadian Army doctor, John McCrae. 

Reading the poem on this occasion, she had read 
it several times before, Moina was transfixed by the 
last verse - ‘To you from failing hands we throw 
the torch; be yours to hold it high. If ye break faith 
with us who die, we shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow in Flanders Fields.’ 

At that moment Moina Michael made a personal 
pledge to ‘keep the faith’ and vowed always to 
wear a red poppy of Flanders Fields as a sign of 
Remembrance and as an emblem for “keeping the 
faith with all who died”. She then wrote these 
words in reply. 

Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields, 

Sleep sweet - to rise anew! 

We caught the torch you threw 
And holding high, we keep the Faith 
With all who died. 

We cherish, too, the poppy red 
That grows on fields where valour led; 

It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies, 

But lends a lustre to the red 

Of the flower that blooms above the dead 

In Flanders Fields. 

And now the Torch and Poppy Red 
We wear in honor of our dead. 

Fear not that ye have died for naught; 

We ’ll teach the lesson that ye wrought 
In Flanders Fields. In Flanders Fields we 
fought. 

She distributed silk poppies to her friends and 
campaigned to have it adopted as an official symbol 
of Remembrance by the American Legion. 

The French lady now enters the story. Madame 
Guerin, who attended the 1920 convention of the 
American Legion, supported Moina Michael’s pro¬ 
posal and was herself inspired to sell poppies in her 
native France, to raise money for the war’s orphans. 

In 1921, Madame Guerin sent poppy sellers to 
London ahead of Armistice Day, attracting the 
attention of Field Marshal Douglas Haig. A co¬ 
founder of the Royal British Legion, Haig support¬ 
ed and encouraged the sale. 

The practice quickly spread throughout the 
British empire and became the official symbol of 
Remembrance. The sale and wearing of poppies in 
the days leading up to Remembrance Day, helps to 
raise the funds needed to support Servicemen and 
women who have been injured in the service of our 
country and dependants of those who gave their 
lives. 



JANE HUTT AM 
Vale of Glamorgan 

supports the 

Royal British Legion 

POPPY APPEAL 

For news and updates go to 

www.janehutt.co.uk 

Regular surgeries held 
throughout the Vale 

jane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

01446 740981 


On behalf of 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
The Mayor, Councillor Margaret 
Wilkinson, wishes the Royal 
British Legion's Poppy Appeal 
every success and is pleased 
to support this worthy cause. 



Ar ran Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
y mae'r Maer, y Cynghorydd 
Margaret Wilkinson am ddymuno 
pob llwyddiant i Apel Y Pabi'r 
Lleng Brydeinig Frenhinol ac yn 
falch o gefnogir achos teilwng hwn. 


Amongst other support programmes the Defence 
Recovery Capability programme delivers coordinat¬ 
ed recovery support for currently serving personnel 
who are wounded, injured or sick. 

In conjunction with the Ministry of Defence and 
other Service charities, the Legion is helping to 
fund Personnel Recovery Centres and the Battle 
Back centre as part of this programme, to help indi¬ 
viduals recover and either return to duty, or to re¬ 
skill and, with support, move successfully into 
civilian life. 

These programmes alone are costing millions of 
pounds to support. Financial support is also being 
given to help fund the Combat Stress organisation 
which deals with an ever increasing number of ser¬ 
vicemen suffering from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. 

As operations in Afghanistan start to wind down, 
and the troops start to come home, there are many 
who will think that the support which the Legion 
gives will also wind down. 

In fact, there will be a need to support the many 
who have returned with life-changing injuries for 
many years to come. 

The Poppy will remain as an essential means of 
ensuring that the sacrifice of those who have given 
their country life or limb will not only be remem¬ 
bered, but given the support that they both need and 
deserve. 

BOB WHEATLEY 



Brian & Mike 9 
Hughes Farriers 

Fully Registered 

Established 36 years by family 
run professionals 


SPECIAL CARE FOR 
LAMINITIES CASES 

Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘Horsepower’Specialists! 


CREFFT 

Check out our website 
www. crefftkitcheris. co. ui 



THE WATERFRONT, 
11-12 SUBWAY RD, 
BARRY 

KITCHENS & BEDROOMS Tib 01446 736421 





Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale Funeral Service 


WE ARE 
PLEASED 
TO SUPPORT 
THE 

REMEMBRANCE 
DAY POPPY 
APPEAL 

www.thevalefuneralsefvice.co.uk 


01446 407962 

181 Court Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 1EX 


Welsh 


Supporting the Royal British 
Legion's Poppy Appeal 



If Dmid can be of assistance 

J tease write to 
Assembly for Wales. 
Cardlft Bay, Cr99 1NA 

or by phone or email 
bnvjr davidmelclnggvretee.gorv.i* 
* Tel: 02920 898732 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 


The GEM is donating a 
minimum of £150 to the 
Poppy Appeal from the 
proceeds of this feature 


ASGUAKI) I'l'I) 


ASBESTOS REMOVAL & 
DISPOSAL SERVICES 


•Industrial We are pleased 

• Commercial fheToppy 

• Residential Appeal 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety Executive: Licence Number: 


Unit 3E, Palmerston Business Centre, BARRY, CF63 
2XA. Tel: 01446 736002 • Fax: 05601 267075 
asguardltd@btconnect.com • Mobile: 07843 578119 


:4061105056 




c €alL f e Hi/abd/sy 
c VLu/VS/bn/a/ ( 96vm/e 


Where Caring Comes First... 
Providing comfort, security and companionship 

• 24 Hour qualified nursing care 

• Wide range of specialist care available 

• Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 

• High standard of nutritional 
and well balanced meals 

Pleased to support the Poppy Appeal 

College Fields Close, Barry. CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 




Proudly supporting the \ 

Remembrance Day Appeal 



# 


Welsh 

Conservatives 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Conservative Association 

the 

Royal British Legion every 
success with the Poppy Appeal 


Adey 
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Fitzgerald 
Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

* Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

* Company formations/audits 

* VAT and payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


WELSH PEOPLE HAVE 
LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES 
ACROSS THE WORLD IN 
PURSUIT OF FREEDOM 


THE year 2014 sees the start 
of the centenary events to 
commemorate the Great War 
and I am honoured to sit on 
several Welsh Government 
committees advising our gov¬ 
ernment as to the most 
appropriate way of remem¬ 
bering all those who served 
in that conflict. 

We will take this opportunity 
to give events here in Wales a 
unique identity and to look at 
parts of the war other than the 
ones traditionally referred to: the 
first day of the Somme, 
Passchendaele et al (dreadful 
though these battles were). 

It is important to realise there 
was sacrifice in other parts of 
the world too. 

The coming years should give 
us all a chance to look again at 
our view of Wales’s involvement 
in the Great War and to consider 
areas that have become a little 
lost in the mists of time. 

This will allow us to refocus 
our attention, whether it be the 
2015 tribute to the first major 
action of the Welsh Guards at 
Loos; the 2016 commemoration 
of the momentous battle for 
Mametz Wood, involving the 
other three Welsh regiments; the 
2017 recollection of the life and 
death of the poet Hedd Wyn; the 
Welsh airmen who flew with the 
Royal Flying Corps; the sailors 
who served in the Pacific and 
the Atlantic; the efforts of the 
peace movements to end the 
war; the role of women in the 
support services or in the arma¬ 
ments factories; the miners and 
factory workers who provided 
the material for the three servic¬ 
es or the merchant seamen who 
risked their lives to keep raw 
materials and food flowing into 
the country. 

All deserve our respect and 
our thanks. 

We should also remember that 
Welsh men and women served 
and laid down their lives in the¬ 
atres across the world, from the 
Western Front to China, from 
East Africa to Mesopotamia and 
a whole host of other areas. 

They served on land, at sea 
and in the air and, sadly, many 
never came home to the land of 
their birth. 

Over the next few years there 
will be national events and many 
thousands of hours of television 
programmes recalling the sacri- 



DR JONATHAN 
HICKS EXPLAINS 
THE IMPORTANCE 
OF REMEMBRANCE 

fice made by our forebears, but 
the most poignant events will be 
those that occur at local levels, 
where communities throughout 
Wales will pay their own 
respects to former inhabitants of 
their cities, towns and villages 
who paid the ultimate price for 
the policies of national govern¬ 
ments. This is where true 
remembrance will take place. 

There will, rightly, be many 
one-off events over the next five 
years which will unite the nation 
in its gratitude, but it is the cere¬ 
monies that go on year after year 
on Remembrance Sunday which 
I would like to highlight in this 
piece. 

This coming Sunday people 
will attend services at local 
memorials and in local places of 
worship, whatever the weather, 
as they do each year, and will 
continue to do so even after the 
hubris of the next few years has 
passed, to remember the dead 
who gave their lives in the cause 
of freedom. 

There is one casualty of the 
Great War to whom I should like 
to pay tribute this year. 

Private Samuel Gordon 
Moore was just 19 when he was 
killed on October 15, 1918 - less 
than a month before the war 
would end. 

A chaplain wrote to his par¬ 
ents at 4 Tydfil Street, Barry 
Dock: “His company were 
storming a wood which the 
enemy stubbornly held, and 
Moore, at the forefront of the 
fight with no cover whatever, 
remained at his gun until it was 


red hot, firing round after round 
into the enemy forces. 

“This example of soul bravery 
rallied the others and at the 
most critical moment - and there 
is no doubt that had he been 
spared, he would have received 
high decoration - but at the 
summit of his success, when this 
brave boy had achieved an 
almost superhuman act, he was 
hit with a bullet and died 
instantly. ” 

Samuel was serving with the 
2nd Battalion of the South Wales 
Borderers. To illustrate that he 
will not be forgotten, in October 
2018 the inhabitants of the vil¬ 
lage of Gulleghem, near Ypres in 
Belgium, where he fell, will be 
holding a special ceremony to 
remember the sacrifice that 
Samuel and his fellow soldiers 
made on that day - a remarkable 
tribute. 

Samuel is also listed on 
Barry’s Roll of Honour inside 
the Memorial Hall. 

Because it is important that 
young people understand the sig¬ 
nificance of Remembrance 
Sunday, students from my 
school, St Cyres, will be laying 
wreaths at services in Barry, 
Penarth and Dinas Powys over 
the coming days to show their 
determination to ensure that the 
names of the fallen will never be 
forgotten. 

I have recently set up two 
Facebook sites - ‘Barry and 
WW1’ and ‘Barry and WW2’ - 
and invite readers to share on 
these sites their memories of the 
roles their relatives played in the 
two terrible conflicts of the last 
century so that we can all ensure 
that they will always be remem¬ 
bered. 



Alun Cairns 


Proud to support the 
Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal 

A4iK» bitgrlti arnm rh# Vila / tn»r«Ai C *»fMeri UiW yf* 
Qll to an appninirroil / (dnm't» dr$fr%t cyfnrftd 

f 01444 40)814 

AJI wiltomt / Crotio i thi»& 

»fe^ralrm.mp<VfRr1umM.uk 

29 Sirw } 29 v Soy* Barr> / y CTB2 m 


/fark J&dependent 
■/funeral Cfirectors 

— We are delighted 

to support the 

. 1 Remembrance Day 

Poppy Appeal 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 

7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB g 


Induction or improvement 

| £16 PER LESSON 
£45.00 for 3 
£85.00 for 6 

Nhy not book a course? 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

... Tel: 01656 647926 

Fitness and leisure... We're easy to find - off A48, 
The Healthy option! opposite Bridgend Ford 


Hlanttoit fftlajor 
Coton Council 

Cyngor Tref y Llanilltud Fawr 

Cllr. Keith Geary, Town Mayor, 
Town Councillors and staff of 

Llantwit Major Town Council 

are pleased to support 

The British Legion Poppy Appeal 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 



and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 769855 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


The Vale of Glamorgan 

Labour Party 

Supports the 

Poppy Appeal 



Penllyne 
Properties 

Are pleased to support the 
British Legion Poppy Appeal 

Tel 01446 774632 
Mobile 07850 988778 
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Cowbridge Food and Drink Festival 
looks forward to another 10 years! 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


‘All Age’ service at All 


THE monthly ‘All 
Age’ service at All 
Saints Church, 
Penarth, on 
October 27 attract¬ 
ed the usual large 


congregation. 

We were delighted to 
welcome once again 
members of 12th Penarth 
Brownie Pack, who 
enjoyed assisting with 
the collection and serv¬ 


ing refreshments after 
the service. 

This month’s theme 
was the story Jesus told 
of the Good Samaritan, 
and what it teaches us 
about loving our neigh- 


‘SHOULDN’T COUNCIL 
FOLLOW ED’S LEAD? 


I T is great to see that Ed 
Miliband plans to give 
firms paying the Living 
Wage a tax break of up to 
£1,000 for every worker they 
help. 

This would certainly help workers 
to get out of the cycle of low wages 
and poverty. 


It is just a great pity that his Leader 
of the Vale Council does not make the 
same pledge and support taking our 
own council workers out of low pay. 

Of course, he is saying exactly the 
same as the Tories did about the mini¬ 
mum wage, that it would cost jobs 
and services, and therefore I must 
question his Socialist credentials. 
Coun Richard Bertin, Barry 


Saints 

bour. 

The story was told 
through an ‘instant 
drama’ using volunteers 
from the congregation, 
and the address was 
given by Reader Jennifer 
Hardy e. 

Prayers were led by 
members of the youth 
group, and the service 
included the usual mix 
of traditional hymns and 
contemporary worship 
songs. 

The next All Age 
service will be on 
Sunday, November 24 at 
10am - ah are welcome. 

For more information, 
visit www.allsaintspe- 
narth.org.uk. 

MEL GRIFFIN 


by GLYN EVANS 


OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali. co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage. co. uk 
\ _ _/ 

COWBRIDGE Food and Drink Festival 
celebrated its 10th anniversary over the 
weekend of October 26-27. 

As you can, see people of all generations 
enjoyed the two days, and the festival is 
promising to come back next year - even 
bigger and better. 

Here’s to the next 10 years! 
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VALE MP TABLES 10-MINUTE RULE BILL 


YESTERDAY in Parliament 
(Wednesday) Vale MP Alun Cairns tabled 
a new law to help combat nuisance tele¬ 
phone calls. 

The law, which is part of a series of measures 
aimed at tackling the problem will allow people to 
identify callers before answering and make it easier 
to complain when the opt-out facility has been 


breached. 

Mr Cairns explained that in order to make a com¬ 
plaint about a nuisance call, the marketing company 
need to be identified. However, most withhold their 
telephone numbers. 

The new law will force all non-domestic tele¬ 
phone callers to display their number. This will also 
allow local residents to decide whether to answer the 


telephone or not. 

Alun Cairns’ 10 Minute Rule Bill will empower 
OFCOM to manage a database for those organisa¬ 
tions that require their number to remain anony¬ 
mous, such as the police or domestic violence chari¬ 
ties. 

Mr Cairns commented: “I have received many 
complaints by constituents who have been plagued 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
The Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes (Wales) Regulations 2004 
The Town and Country Planning 
(Local Development Plan) (Wales) 

Regulations 2005 (Regulation 17) 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 

Notice of Deposit of Proposals 
for a Local Development Plan 
Vale of Glamorgan Local 
Development Plan 2011 - 2026 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council has prepared Local Development Plan 
(LDP) documents for the above Plan. The LDP will, upon adoption, replace 
the current Development Plan and form the basis for decisions on land use 
planning for the Vale of Glamorgan. 

The LDP documents include the ‘Deposit LDP’, the Sustainability Appraisal 
Report (which incorporates the Environmental Report), and an Initial 
Consultation Report together with other supporting documents. 

The 6 week consultation period will commence on Friday 8th 
November 2013 and will end at 5pm on Friday 20th December 2013. 

All documents are available for inspection on the Council’s website at: 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp . Hard copies are also available for public 
inspection free of charge during normal opening hours at the following 
locations: 

•Vale of Glamorgan Council, Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry, CF63 
4RU 

•Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 
4RT 

•Vale of Glamorgan Council, Alps Depot, Quarry Road,Wenvoe, CF5 
6AA 

• All Vale of Glamorgan Libraries. 

In addition there will be a number of public exhibitions within the Vale of 
Glamorgan, the dates, times and locations of which can be found on the 
Council’s web site or by telephoning 01446 700111. 

Representations (including objections) in respect of the Deposit LDP can be 
made : - 

ONLINE - By completing the electronic form at 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp 

BY EMAIL - In writing (preferably using the Representation Form) to 
ldp@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

BY POST - In writing (preferably using the Representation Form) and 
sending to: The LDP Team, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, 

Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT 

Representations must be received no later than 5pm on 
Friday 20th December 2013. 

Representations (including those taking the form of objections) should 
specify the matters to which they relate. Objections should also specify the 
change sought, the grounds on which they are made and the test(s) of 
soundness to which they relate (see below). 

A form for making representations and guidance notes are available from 
the above address or on-line at www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp. 

The Authority’s Feedback Mechanism. 

The Deposit LDP will be considered by an independent Inspector who will 
assess whether it is ‘sound’. There are a number of tests of soundness and 
these can be found on the form for making representations or at 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp. Objections to the Deposit LDP should 
make reference to these tests wherever possible. 

Any representation proposing a new or extended site for development or 
one that proposes to incorporate a site rejected by the Authority should 
include information on the site’s compatibility with the Plan’s sustainability 
appraisal and community involvement. 

The Authority has prepared guidance on the work required by the 
proponent for alternative sites presented in response to this consultation, 
and has made the Authority’s baseline data and assessment methodology 
available on its website. An alternative site which has not been subject to 
sustainability appraisal is unlikely to be considered suitable for allocation in 
the Plan by the Inspector. 

Representations may also be accompanied by a request to be notified at a 
specified address of the next stage of the LDP and/or that the LDP has 
been submitted to the Welsh Government for independent examination 
and/or of the adoption of the Plan. 

The Local Planning Authority cannot change the Plan at this stage but it can 
decide whether it is in favour of any changes proposed. Representations 
made in accordance with this notice (i.e. ‘duly made’) will be considered by 
an independent Inspector appointed to examine the soundness of the Plan. 
Only those making representations seeking to change the Deposit LDP (i.e. 
objectors) whose representations were ‘duly made’ have the right to appear 
before and be heard by the Inspector at the Examination. (Section 64 (6) of 
the 2004 Act.) 

Further information is available from the Council’s website at 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp or by contacting the LDP Team 
at the Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry Docks, Barry, 
CF63 4RT, by phone on 01446 700111, or by email at 
ldp@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Deddf Cynllunio A PhrynuGorfodol 2004 
Rheoliadau Asesu Amgylcheddol Cynlluniau A 
Rhaglenni (Cymru) 2004 
Rheoliadau Clynllunio Gwlad AThref 
(Cynllun Datblygu Lleol) (Cymru) 2005 (Rheoliad 17) 
Rheoliadau Cadwraeth Cynefinoedd A Rhywogaethau 
2010 

Rhybudd o Adneuo Cynigion ar 
gyfer Cynllun Datblygu Lleol 
Cynllun Datblygu Lleol Cyngor 
Bro Morgannwg 2011 - 2026 

Mae Cyngor Bro Morgannwg wedi paratoi dogfennau Cynllun Datblygu 
Lleol ar gyfer y Cynllun uchod. Bydd y Cynllun Datblygu, ar 61 ei fabwysiadu, 
yn disodli’r cynllun datblygu presennol, a bydd yn sail i benderfyniadau 
ynglyn a chynllunio ar gyfer defnyddio tir ym Mro Morgannwg. 

Mae dogfennau’r CDLI yn cynnwys y Cynllun Datblygu Lleol Adneuo’; 
Adroddiad Gwerthuso Cynaliadwyedd (sy’n cynnwys yr Adroddiad 
Amgylcheddol) a’r Adroddiad Ymgynghori cychwynnol a dogfennau ategol 
eraill. 

Bydd y cyfnod ymgynghori 6 wythnos yn dechrau ar ddydd Gwener 8 
Tachwedd 2013 ac yn dod i ben am 5pm ar ddydd Gwener 20 Rhagfyr 
2013. 

Cewch ddarllen yr holl ddogfennau ar wefan y cyngor drwy fynd i www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp. Mae copi'au caled ar gael hefyd i’r cyhoedd eu dar- 
llen yn rhad ac am ddim yn y mannau canlynol yn ystod oriau agor arferol: 

• Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfeydd Dinesig, Heol Holton,Y Barri, 
CF63 4RU 

• Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 
4RT 

• Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Canolfan yr Alpau, Heol y Chwarel, Gwenfo, 
CF5 6AA 

• Holl Lyfrgelloedd a Bro Morgannwg. 

Bydd nifer o arddangosfeydd cyhoeddus yn cael eu cynnal yn y Fro hefyd, a 
chewch wybod dyddiadau, amserau a lleoliadau’r rhain drwy fynd i wefan y 
cyngor neu ffonio 01446 700111. 

Cewch wneud sylwadau ar y Cynllun Adneuo (a mynegi gwrthwynebiad 

iddo hefyd, os mynnwch):- 

AR-LEIN - drwy lenwi’r ffurflen electronig ar safle 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp 

DRWY E-BOST - drwy ysgrifennu i gyfeiriad ldp@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
(gan ddefnyddio’r ffurflen sylwadau, os oes modd) 

DRWY’R POST - drwy ysgrifennu at Dim y Cynllun Datblygu Lleol, Cyngor 
Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT (gan 
ddefnyddio’r ffurflen sylwadau os oes modd). 

Mae’n rhaid i’r holl sylwadau ein cyrraedd erbyn 5pm ar ddydd Gwener 
20 Rhagfyr 2013. 

Wrth wneud sylwadau neu fynegi gwrthwynebiad i’r Cynllun, dylech egluro 
beth yn union sydd gennych mewn golwg. Wrth fynegi gwrthwynebiad, 
dylech egluro’r union newid yr ydych am ei weld a’ch rheswm dros ei 
gynnig, a chyfeirio hefyd at y prawf neu’r profion cadernid sy’n berthnasol 
iddo (gweler isod). 

Cewch ffurflen ar gyfer eich sylwadau a nodiadau canllaw drwy ysgrifennu 
i’r cyfeiriad uchod neu drwy fynd i www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp 

Prosesau Adborth yr Awdurdod 

Bydd y Cynllun Adneuo’n cael ei ystyried gan Arolygydd annibynnol a fydd 
yn asesu p’un ai a fo’n ‘gadarn’ ai peidio. Mae nifer o brofion cadernid, a 
chewch weld y rhain ar y ffurflen sylwadau neu drwy fynd i 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp. Dylech gyfeirio at y profion hyn gymaint 
ag sy’n bosibl wrth fynegi gwrthwynebiad i’r Cynllun. 

Dylai unrhyw gynnig am ddatblygu safle newydd neu estynedig, neu am 
gynnwys safle a wrthodwyd gan yr Awdurdod, ddangos i ba raddau y mae’r 
safle hwnnw’n cydweddu a gwerthusiad cynaliadwyedd y Cynllun ac yn 
cynnwys y gymuned. 

Mae’r Awdurdod wedi paratoi canllawiau ar y gwaith y mae’n rhaid ei wneud 
er mwyn cynnig safle gwahanol mewn ymateb i’r ymgynghoriad hwn, ac y 
mae methodoleg asesu a data sylfaenol i’w gweld ar ein gwefan. Nid yw’r 
Arolygydd yn debyg o gymeradwyo unrhyw safle o’r fath ar gyfer ei gynnwys 
y Cynllun onibai ei fod eisoes wedi’i werthuso o safbwynt cynaliadwyedd. 
Wrth wneud eich sylwadau, cewch hefyd ofyn i ni anfon nodyn atoch i 
gyfeiriad penodol i’ch rhybuddio: bod cam nesaf y Cynllun wedi dechrau; 
bod y Cynllun wedi cael ei gyflwyno i Lywodraeth Cymru ar gyfer ei 
archwilio’n annibynnol a/neu fod y Cynllun wedi’i fabwysiadu. 

Ni all yr Awdurdod Cynllunio Lleol newid y Cynllun yn ystod y cam hwn, ond 
gall benderfynu pa un a yw o blaid unrhyw newid a gynigiwyd ai peidio. 

Bydd sylwadau sydd wedi’u gwneud yn unol a’r hysbysiad hwn (h.y. ‘yn 
briodol’) yn cael eu hystyried gan Arolygydd annibynnol a benodwyd i 
archwilio cadernid y cynllun. 

Dim ond y rhai sydd wedi gwneud sylwadau ‘yn briodol’ er mwyn ceisio 
newid y Cynllun Adneuo (h.y. gwrthwynebwyr) a fydd yn cael ymddangos 
gerbron yr Arolygydd yn ystod yr Archwiliad a chael gwrandawiad.(Adran 
64(6) Deddf 2004) 

Cewch ragor o wybodaeth drwy fynd i wefan y cyngor - 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp - a thrwy gysylltu aThlm y 
Cynllun Datblygu Lleol, Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfa’r Doc, 
Dociau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT drwy ffonio 01446 700111 neu 
anfon neges i ldp@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


by nuisance calls. It has been almost impossible to 
complain about these calls without knowing the tele¬ 
phone number of the caller. 

“This Bill will make it easier to complain and will 
empower constituents to choose whether they want 
to answer the phone or not. It will also provide more 
evidence to the regulators to fine those companies 
that are breaching the Telephone Preference Service 
code.” 

The Vale MP added: “When caller ID was first 
introduced all numbers were displayed. Now, most 
organisations withhold it - including Parliament. It 
is right and fair that charities such as Women’s Aid 
or the police are able to withhold their numbers, but 
that should be the exception rather than the rule.” 

This Bill follows the recent launch of a report by 
the All Parliamentary Party Group (APPG) on 
Nuisance Calls, co-chaired by Alun Cairns MP, 
which listed 16 recommendations to combat nui¬ 
sance calls. 


At risk groups 
get flu jabs free 


VALE AM, Jane 
Hutt, has pointed 
out the benefits of 
having a flu jab at a 
local chemist. 

She said: “It is very 
convenient to have a flu 
jab in one of the many 
community pharmacies 
doing flu jabs this year. 

“It means there is no 
need to block up busy 
GPs’ surgeries and the 
availability of chemists 
in high streets is really 
helpful with many open 
at times convenient for 
people in work or out 
shopping on weekends. I 
encourage everyone to 
get a flu jab - and mine 
did not hurt a bit!” 


Matthew Jones, a 
development manager 
with the Co-operative 
Pharmacy, said: “The flu 
vaccination is the most 
effective way of prevent¬ 
ing seasonal flu and 
every time you head out 
to work this winter, you 
run the risk of catching it, 
so it is really important to 
protect yourself.” 

The three Barry phar¬ 
macies delivering NHS 
flu jabs free of charge for 
people in at risk groups 
are Boots and Co-opera¬ 
tive in Holton Road, and 
Petersen’s in Park 
Crescent. Appointments 
are not needed. 


Cowbridge 
Senior Citizens’ 
latest events 


OUR trip to Brecon 
included a canal 
boat ride. 

The October trip was 
a tremendous success 
because we were so for¬ 
tunate to have a glori¬ 
ously sunny day for our 
trip. 

We arrived in time for 
coffee and a look around 
the town before our mid¬ 
day trip on the canal. 

The autumn colours 
on the towpath’s hedges 
as we drifted along were 
wonderful to see. 

Refreshments were 
served on the boat - just 
to sustain us until we 
had a late lunch in 
Brecon. 

We also had more 
time for shopping or just 
a walk around the town. 

We returned to the 
coach at 4pm for our 
return home to 
Cowbridge. 

Our next outing is a 
shopping trip to Bath, 
always a popular venue. 

On November 12, 
leaving Geoffrey Ashe 
bus stop at 8:50am and 
the Town Hall at 9am. 

The cost will be £15, 
but it will be reduced if 
we have a sufficient 
number of passengers to 
cover costs. 

All are welcome, not 
restricted to members 
only, please contact me 
on 01446 775508 or 
Patricia Prothero on 
01446 775097 to reserve 
seats. 

Pay on the coach, so 
please bring change with 
you! 


Our October meeting 
had a very interesting 
speaker, Mr Tony 
Bennett on 

‘Achievement in Later 
Life’. 

It was very informa¬ 
tive and helpful to all 
who came, and we are 
not restricted to only 
seniors in our meetings, 
all age groups are wel¬ 
come. 

Our meeting (in the 
Lesser Hall) will be on 
November 14 at 2pm, 
when we are delighted to 
have John Weavers, a 
keen local cyclist, to be 
our speaker. 

We will also be taking 
final reservations for our 
Christmas lunch on 
December 19, at St 
Athan Golf Club (trans¬ 
port has been arranged). 

Menus will be avail¬ 
able for choices and a 
deposit of £5 per head 
will be needed in that 
meeting. 

All are welcome to 
join us at any of our 
activities, but it is hoped 
that members’ Christmas 
meals will have a sub¬ 
sidy (which I am cur¬ 
rently negotiating!). 

Please come to our 
next meeting to reserve 
your meal and pay the 
deposit, if possible, or 
ring me (01446 775508) 
to reserve a place. 

Mavis Ashford, 
Chairman 











24 - THE GEM 


CL 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, November 7th, 2013 


67 High Street, Cowbridge CF7I 7AF 
E: sales@brinsonsfairfax.co.uk 
www.brinsons.co.uk 


T: 01446 771777 


BRINSONS 


FAIRFAX 


Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents & Auctioneers 



Chapel House, Caerphilly 

A semi-detached, two bedroom 
house with block built extension. 

GUIDE PRICE: £50,000 



Windsor Chambers, Pontypridd 

Recently refurbished three storey, 
double fronted office premises. 

GUIDE PRICE: £125,000 


Autumn 

Property 

Auction 

at The Copthorne 
Hotel, Cardiff on 
27th November 
2013 at 7pm 



The Fruit Bowl, Llangeinor 

Detached retail premises with the 
permit to operate as an off-licence. 

GUIDE PRICE: £20,000 



18 Main Street,Tonteg 

Ground floor retail unit with two 
bedroom flat above. Potential to split. 

GUIDE PRICE: £95,000 



206-206A High St, Blackwood 

Ground floor shop currently let 
with a rental income of £3,888 p.a. 
with a first floor flat above. 

GUIDE PRICE: £65,000 



c. 17.31 acres, Barry 

Good quality, gently sloping grazing 
land suitable for mowing or grazing. 

GUIDE PRICE: 

£ 100,000-£ 140,000 



Land at Wentloog, Cardiff 

c.4.40 acres of strategically positioned 
pasture land of good quality. 

GUIDE PRICE: £40,000 



64-66 Pontypridd Rd, Porth 

Ground floor retail unit with A3 
planning consent in a prominent 
location. 

GUIDE PRICE: £125,000 


www.brinsons.co.uk 

Offices also at: Eastgate, Market Street, Caerphilly CF83 I NX.Tel: 029 2086 7711 
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Cambrian Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, View To The Front 
Elevation, No Onward Chain 


£ 159,950 


Roberts Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms, 

Combi Boiler, 

Family Home. 


£ 185,000 


Daniel Hopkin Close, 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms, Conservatory, 
Fronting Open Green 


£ 239,950 



Mallory Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms, 
Conservatory 
No Chain 


£75,000 


Church Meadow, Boverton 

2 Bedrooms, 

No Chain, 

Ideal Investment 


£115,000 


Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 


£139,950 


Sea View Place, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, 70' Rear Garden, 
Garage 


£145,000 



Hazel Bungalow, Boverton 

2 Bedrooms 
Detached Bungalow 
_ Suit Cash Buyer _ 


Guide Price £150,000 


Fitzhamon Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, South Westerly Rear, 
Loft Room With Views 


£153,950 


llltyd Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Conservatory, 
Southerly Rear Garden 


£155,950 


Fairfield Rise, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, No Onward Chain, 
View Today 


£157,500 




Barons Close, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bed Semi-Det, Superb Town 
Location, Generous Plot 


£164,950 


Church Meadow, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Extended, 
Conservatory 


£169,950 


Harding Close, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3/4 Bedrooms, Lounge/Diner, 
Conservatory 


£169,950 


Brookside, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Generous Plot, 
Good Potential 


Guide Price £170,000 


SUCINA, MURCIA 



Immaculate 2 double bedroom, 
1 bathroom Bungalow with 
amazing views. 

15 minutes from San Javier, Murcia Airport 
and beaches. 3 golf courses within a 10 minute drive. 

£ 61,950 

Buyer must be able to proceed immediately at this low price 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 



St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 


£189,950 


Hayes Cottage, Methodist 
Lane, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms, West End Location 
Off Road Parking 


£219,950 



Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms, 3 Recp, 
Ensuite, Utilty, 

50' Garden 


£249,950 


Colhugh Street, 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms, Garage, 
20' Kitchen/Diner 


£365,000 


Chris Davies 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Meadowcroft, Rhoose 

D68 - £395 pcm 

One Bedroom, Ground Floor, 

Electric Heating 

Sycamore Avenue, St Athan 

C69 - £495 pcm 

Two Bedroom, Front,Side and 

Rear Gardens, Shower 

High Street, Barry 

E49 - £495 pcm 

Three Bedrooms, Central 

Location, Unfurnished 

Pinewood Square, St Athan 

D59 - £500 pcm 

Two Bedrooms, Shower, 

Front & Rear Gardens 
Smeaton Close, Rhoose 
C72 - £575pcm 
2 Bedroom, Semi detached 
with drive 
Ash Lane, St Athan 
F38 - £525 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, Kitchen 
Diner,Large Garden 
Gerddi Margaret, Barry 
B81 - £525 pcm 
First Floor Apartment, 

Two Bedrooms, Shower 
Fonmon Park Road, Rhoose 
C73 - £550 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, 

Oven & Hob, Rear Garden 

Heol Cilffrydd, Barry 

B85 - £550 pcm 

First Floor Apartment, Two 

Bedrooms, Equipped Kitchen 

Barry Road, Barry 

F33 - £575 pcm 

Three Bedrooms, Large Kitchen, 
Gas CH & Upvc DG 
Llanmead Gardens, Rhoose 
C73 - £575 pcm 
Two Bedrooms, 

Semi detached. Garage 
Willowbrook Gardens, 

St Mellons, Cardiff 

C80 - £625 pcm 

Two Bedrooms, En Suite, 

Off Road Parking 
Willowbrook Gardens, 

St Mellons, Cardiff 
C77 - £695 pcm 

Three Bedrooms, Kitchen/diner 
Enclosed garden 
Woodlands Road, Barry 
D61 - £750 pcm 

Four Bedrooms, Two Reception 
Rooms, Refurbished 
Llanmead Gardens, Rhoose 
C72 - £795 pcm 
Beautiful Presented, 

Three Bedrooms, Conservatory 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


ATTENTION 

LANDLORDS 

Call our qualified ARLA 
Lettings Manager Claire 
Edwards for the very best 
advice on your rental property 


OFT 


f rightmove, 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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Call a professional 
From our A-Z list 



DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - 0AP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
“5 V COVERING ALL AREAS 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 



BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


01446 420784 


3 rv 

J 07970 642537 

www.barryandvaledampproofing.co.uk 
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R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


GRABlt 


Building 

Contractors 

Grab Hire 
Plant Hire 

^01446 700535 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


BUILDTECH 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
New Build etc 


▼ VALE 


• ALL GENERAL 
BUILDING WORK 

• ROOFING 

• BRICKWORK 

• DRIVEWAYS 

01446 488698 


Registered ! 

SWEEPING & 
INSTALLATIONS 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


E BLIND SALE! * 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 


CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 




Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


TOOL & 
PLANT 
HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


BUILDING SERVICES 



I Electrical and plumbing work underaken by 
safe and NIC accredited personnel. 

I Full design and planning service. 

I Free estimates given. 

I Roofing and plastering work. 

I All general building work considered. 

I House extensions a speciality. 

TeL 07973 469382 

SERVING THE VALE 


5 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 

KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 

& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED I 

All aspects of Carpentry I 
work undertaken 

01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 



Richard 

Malia 

Carpenter-Joiner 

All aspects of Property 
Maintenance undertaken 

07531 370659 



CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


hd computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 


Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 


He liu 

01446 

774484 


VfILE CARPETS 

7de (Z&ifiet Sdofc 
tdat corner fo you, 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 




STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


TOM 

EASTMENT 


INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 


Specialist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


• Interior/Exterior 

* Clean, Friendly 

• Professional 

* No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 


MG ptis, 

WINDOWS 2i 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^3 Call Martyn on: 

01446 796795 
V «4kV or 07712 631772 
martyn.george73@ hotmail.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE C0WBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 
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Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 



01446771655 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


Dave Reffell 


Electrical Services 

Approved Contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

> All electrical work undertaken 

> Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small, Call Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 

D.uk 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

• I 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 





The 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


mm 


■ Washing Machines Electric 
^ Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


jW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms I 
Free estimates 
No job too small | 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 



Bridge Vale Tree Services 


QnpniQlictc in felling, pruning, 

aMvIfldllMo III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


Llewellyn Garden Services 

Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 

Fencing, Garden Clearance, 

Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 
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35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5o- 


warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


-- 1 



Gas ^ 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 



GAM Plumbing & Heating 

01446 735 681 or 07815 Q 97 994 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


uauai 

£40^ 

m 

301616 




MORE ROOFING 
SERVICES 
NEXT PAGE 


P0RTHCAWL 
& VALE 

W00DBURNER 

INSTALLATION 

Feature Fire Places 
Chimney repair 
Hearths etc 


Call Gareth: 
07593 790898 




DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


ILK V ILF 

I ation 

m 


‘DCflmbiny 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

jIDm» 

. OM4* 41 If 71 

mm vmmmm 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliablel 

01446 796263 
07814 394378| 

|M MARTYN | 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job m 
too small 

07526125982 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
• *C- & Tiling 


fi 





01446 
794266 

Why not advertise 
your trade 
in the GEM pages 
& reach potential 
Vale customers. 
Call 

01446 774484 


Cowbridge & Vale Ill/I/Flasterimi 
PLASTERERSl 1/1/1 Services 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 




MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 






01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

Est. over 25 years 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
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ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


]®Q®Gp3[fQ2 


LANEWISE 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


01446 719555 
l 07798 501267 ) 


INSTALL I 

SKIP HIRE UdJt | 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 



• Fast & Efficient 
Service 

• Friendly Staff 

• 95% of our waste 
is recycled 

• Highway permits 
arranged when 
required 


EP 


Midi 


Builders 

Maxi 


Builders 

Large 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

01446 421072/733773 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


The GEM Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 


3 sjjULiJ dJ j'jJul;'jj'jjrJij 




||p Driving School Ltd 

—. • Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

«• Q ne week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

{Jm 0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 






Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 

Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality, Quick turnaround, 
Designer fabrics, Free estimates. 

Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3R.T 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERYWITHINTHE GEM AREA 


01656 653004 or 07988 755698 

www.sofaicon.co.uk 


f Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) J 


i he vtnu 

01446 774484 
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DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


ESB minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 

Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


w minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry’s newest car 

f registered with the 
A Wf * y environment agency, DVLA 
W &Vale of Glamorgan Council 






Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehfcte 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead 
/Aluminium / Stainless steel 
/ Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

♦ Factory/Farm Clearances 

♦ All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

* Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000Tv™ 

We will beat any price locally I23H0 for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


Registered 
f with the DVLA 
and Environmental 
Agency in Barry 
\under the New Scrap 
Metal Dealers 
Act 2013 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) — 
Trade Car Sales - check our stock at 



d»irt;l= 




HELPING YOU 
SAVE MONEY... 



For 2 weeks advertising 
delivered to more 
than 43,000 homes. 


Simply call 01446 774484 today 
with your credit card details 
or make cheques payable to:- The GEM, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 

(This offer is open to private advertisers only) 


Major Metals Recycling 

Jr% Why 

W trash it? 
Cash it! 

Top prices for.. 

Computers 
Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 

ii 


Any queries call 

07972 510 158 


available in 

St Athan 

£80 PER WEEK 

All inclusive, 
will take DHSS. 

Tel: 01446 402112 
or 07920 436800 


Sell Your 
House FAST 

Repossession Stopped, 
Bereavements, Debts 

We are based in 
South Wales 
Confidential and 
fast offer 

No fees for 
you to pay 

Anything Considered 

07423 678865 


Articles 
For Sale 

£10+vat 

3cmsq Box 
for 2 weeks 





ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


3 seater & 

2 seater sofa 
plus stool 
& chair 

Teddy Bear colour, 
excellent condition. 

£300 ono 
01446 719026 4i 


Pride Go-Go Elite 
Traveller plus 
Disability Scooter 

Little used, 
collapsable for 
transporting. Charger 
& instructions. 

£425 

01656 720326 
07875 680723 « 


Pine‘Stompa’ 
Cabin Bed 

with desk & sofa, 
good condition. 

£100 ono 

01656 785092 

after 6pm 


2 WINTER 
TYRES 

For sale - brand new. 
Size 245-45-17. 

Cost £330, 
will sell for £100. 
01443 238648 _ 


Mobility Scooter 

Kymco Midi XL 
Nearly new 
(used for 5 weeks 
only). Suitable for 
road & pavement. 
4-8 miles ph. 

25 mile range. 

£900 ono 
02920 530431 * 


Quality, extra 
large curved 
wooden desk 

Excellent condition. 

£30 

Cowbridge 

07794 859812., 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 

The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


SHOP TO LET| 

St Athan 
Prime Location 
£700 pcm 
Currently in 
rate free area 
01446 753500 



01 LDV Convoy 
400 Diesel Van 

White, semi High-Top, 
has been used as a camper. 
65k, Transit engine, MOT 
May 2014, 

exceptionally clean, tow bar. 

£1,350 

07530 200746 


02 FORD 
KA 

Metallic Blue, E/W, 
E/Sunroof, long MOT, 
good condition. 

£950 ono 
07971 185146 


1998 SUZUKI 
Apso 49cc 
Motor Scooter 

Only 10,500 miles, 
electric start, good 
runner/condition, 
taxed April 2014, 
includes new spare 
wheel. 

£300 ono 

Buyer collects 

01446 421193 


55 JAGUAR 
XTYPE 2.0 
DIESEL 

Grey, 50k, service 
history, MOT July 2014, 
tax May 2014. 

£4,999 ovno 
07873 754282 45/4 


Vauxhall Corsa 
Energy 16v 

1 lady owner, 
excellent condition, 
60k approx, CD, e/w, 
a/c, alloy wheels, 
MOTd to 2014, taxed. 

£2,000 

02920 707901 


SUZUKI 
MOPED 
FZ50 1986 

Tax/MOT, 
3,973 miles, VGC. 

£385 

01656 646925 


07 Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.2 CC 

4-Door, Met Blue, 
60,000 Miles, 

Tax & MOT. 

£2,500 

07852 249676 


Ford Ranger 
XLT Thunder 

DOUBLE CAB 
4X4 PICKUP 

12 months MOT, light 
goods vehicle, good 
condition. Offers. 
01446 773676 
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AM 


AGRICULTURAL 
& CONSTRUCTIONAL 
ENGINEERS REQUIRED 

Due to the growth of A & M Engineering by taking on 
the Case IH, Caterpillar &Weidemann franchises, which 
is suited to south and west Wales customers, an 
exciting and challenging opportunity has arisen for 
Agricultural & Constructional Engineers. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for working 
with tractors and machinery, on a day to day basis from 
our workshop or from one of our well-equipped service 
vans. 

The successful candidate should have the ability to 
repair and service tractors and machinery and have the 
knowledge to use modern tools and equipment. 

CATERPILLAR SALESPERSON 
ALSO REQUIRED 

To build on our existing team we require a salesperson 
to sell agricultural and constructional machinery. 

An attractive wage is available and own transport is 
provided for the right candidate. 

Sales background would be an advantage but 
not a necessity. 

For further information, please telephone 
Mark on 

07831 332232/01994 231144, 
or apply in writing to: A & M Engineering, 
Blewgyd, St. Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4LX. 


MOLLOY 

Joyce 

Passed away suddenly at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital on 29 October, Joyce of Llantwit Major. 
Wife of the late Janies and dearly loved mother of 
James and Anthony, mother-in-law of Julie and 
grandmother of Christine, Nicholas, Adrienne 
and Hayden. 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, Llantwit Major until the 
funeral service on Friday 15 th November in Coy church 
Crematorium at 1.15pm. Family flowers only, but 
donations may be made to the British Heart Foundation 
c/o the Funeral Director (cheques only please). 


JONES 

Marion 


The family would like to thank relatives and friends 
for all their kind messages of condolence, flowers, 
donations and attendance at Marion’s funeral. Also, 
many thanks to W. James and Son Funeral Directors, 
and to the Reverend Robert Evans who conducted 
the service at Coychurch Crematorium. 



AGRICULTURAL & 
CONSTRUCTIONAL 
STORES ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

Due to the growth of A & M Engineering by taking on the 
Case IH, Caterpillar &Weidemann franchises, which is 
suited to south and west Wales customers, an exciting and 
challenging opportunity has arisen for an Agricultural 
Stores Assistant 

The successful applicant will be responsible for ordering 
parts and maintaining the parts store on a day to day basis. 
The successful candidate should have the ability to use 
computers. 

An attractive wage is available for the right candidate. 

For further information this role, please 
telephone Mark on 07831 332232/01994 231144, 
or apply in writing to: A & M Engineering, 
Blewgyd, St. Clears, Carmarthen, SA33 4LX. 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Fully 

Registered 

07796 794841 

All Areas 
Covered 
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WHO'S 18! 


The Cowbridge & Western Vale Group 
Practice currently have three vacancies: 

Reception Manager - Job Share 
Medical Secretary - Bank Work 
Apprenticeship NVQ Level 2 - Part Time 

For further details of all these vacancies, please 
visit our website cowbridgedoctors.com 


Happy 

Birthday 

CHARLIE 

PARSONS 

on 9th 
November 
2013 

All our love. 
Mum, Dad, 
Lydia and all 
your family & 
friends xxx 
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barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 





SUSAN BURFORD 

Happy 

65th Birthday 
Sue 



W A Brown N Son 


FunataJ DifACtoc* 


Ortnrtntix *4 bourn a rt n f 7 day* a wth* 


Pe<nt>foke Nouae, 

College Street, Uonrwit Major 
01445 792 489 ” 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


n 

W. H. PREENE & SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 



1 Susan Jones 

I 

Happy 65th 

- 

Birthday! / 

Sat 9th November/ 

Lots of love I 
from all your 1 

family and \ 


‘The Bombettes’V 

h 

xxxxx \ 




LFujuMJ 


Large Tri- 
Coloured (Tan) 

COLLIE DOG 

Found Sunday 
3rd November in 
Cowbridge area 
Tel: Cross Kennels 

01656 862288 


The wiSM 

Why not 
advertise your 
trade in the 
GEM pages & 
reach potential 
Vale customers. 
Call 

01446 774484 


ALUSTON 

(Nee Horne) Helen Marie 

Peacefully on 2nd November 2013 after a long illness, 
Helen, loving wife of John, daughter of Joan, sister 
of Anthony, will be sadly missed by all family 
and friends. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on Tuesday, 
12th November 2013 at 2.45pm. Family flowers only, 
donations if desired to Y Bwthyn Newydd, Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend. 


<r::; Stems© ©Q©acfacQ©© ► 


LEE 

Caroline Rose 

Peacefully at Llandough Hospital on 2nd 
November 2013 aged 92 years. Beloved wife to 
Kenneth George Lee (ex Deputy Chief Constable of 
South Wales). Much loved mum to Tricia, mother- 
in-law to Gwyn, nanna to Sarah, great nanna to 
Benjamin and Emily, will be greatly missed by all 
who knew her. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry. Requiem Mass at St Helens 
Roman Catholic Church, Barry on Thursday, 14th 
November 2013 at 10.45am, followed by a committal 
service at the Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Port Road East, Barry at 2.15pm. Family flowers only 
please, donations in lieu of flowers to Cancer Research 
Wales may be sent to Velindre Hospital, Whitchurch, 
Cardiff, CF14 2TL. 


HILL 

Laurie 

(of Natwest Bank and King’s 
Monkton School) 

Peacefully, at his home in Ystradowen with his 
family around him, on 31st October 2013. 

He leaves behind his devoted wife Hillary, loving 
children Rachel and James, son-in-law David, 
daughter-in-law Kelly and grandchildren Jessica and 
Sophie, and many friends he called family. His 
service will be at the United Free Church in 

Cowbridge on Friday, 8th November at 12 noon, 
followed by a burial at The Limes. Flowers may be 
sent to Thomas Brothers, Greengate, Ewenny Road, 
St Brides Major, CF32 OSB or donations if desired 
to Noah’s Ark Appeal (Children’s Hospital for 
Wales) c/o Thomas Brothers. 


SMITH 

(Nee Cambridge) Ivy 

Formerly of Barry. Passed away on October 27 
in Brentwood, Essex, aged 89. 

A memorial service will be held in the chapel of 
AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, Gladstone Road, 
Barry on Tuesday November 12, 2013 at 3pm. 
All are welcome to attend. 
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Injury hit Phoenix 
face Blaenau Gwent 


FORTUNATELY a sheltered Kay Field, 
Crumlin was the venue for this National 
League Division 1 match between 
Blaenau Gwent ladies and Pencoed 
Phoenix in autumnal surroundings. 

Nevertheless, this brought little comfort to a 
Phoenix squad battling against an unprecedented 
injury list, and meeting a much changed Blaenau 
Gwent combination from the team defeated by 29 
points to 10 some five weeks ago. 

With the home side dominating possession in the 
opening half Phoenix players who did well were 
Hannah Brunskill at the lineout, Leanne Burnell, 
Amy Stevens (who was later forced from the field of 
play with what looked like another bad injury), and 
Jade Mullen in spasmodic Phoenix attacks, with 
Mullen free from Army activities putting in a num¬ 
ber of big defensive hits! 

The home side had used their possession well 
throughout the the half with full back Weybrow get¬ 
ting two of their three first half tries. 

Blaenau continued on the attack at the start of the 
second half and Phoenix full back Lauren Aitken did 
well to stop a home back row forward on the charge 
metres from her own line, before again popping up 
to clear her lines with a good 30 metre touch find. 

Phoenix hit back with a superb try, blindside wing 
Burnell splitting the home midfield before the sup¬ 
porting Mel Clay put Mullen in possession and the 
centre raced away from 35 metres to score out wide. 

Unfortunately for Phoenix they were to lose their 
own lineout in their 22 and with their defensive 
alignment caught out by this, conceded a fourth try. 
Phoenix then enjoyed their best period of the match 
with Becca Pope, Stevens, and Clay handling to 
almost work Burnell in at the corner flag. 

Aitken then reduced the Blaenau lead with a bril¬ 
liant solo effort from some 75 metres, initially 
retrieving a kick, before counter attacking and out¬ 
pacing several home defenders down the left hand 
touchline for arguably the try of the match. 

Phoenix captain Lowri Reeves, Katie Murphy 
and Natalie O'Shea were as competitive in the con¬ 
tact area as ever; however, with the loss of Murphy 
and Stevens to injury, Phoenix were unable to hold 
the strong finishing Blaenau side and succumbed to 
a final scoreline of 39-10. 



ABOVE: Jade Mullen crosses for a try while 
BELOW: Natalie O’Shea battles her way 
through two Blaenau Gwent defenders. 
PICTURES BY JULIE HANCOCK 



Young Osprey second row Charlotte Mundy and 
flanker Debra Evans were also competitive through¬ 
out for Phoenix. 


Phoenix now have a break from league fixtures 
for regional rugby, and hopefully the regional aspi¬ 
rants within the squad will do well, and experience 
better luck with injury than of late. 

TR 
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Barry Tyre & 
Auto Centre Ltd 


Don’t get caught out this winter! 

Why should I fit winter tyres? 

More than half of UK motorists admit feeling less safe driving in the winter, 
yet many of us do little to prepare our cars for the colder weather. Research 
commissioned by TyreSafe, the UK’s leading tyre safety organisation, found 
the biggest worry for drivers in the winter is that they are more likely to have 
an accident as the roads feel more slippery. 

Switching to winter tyres could dramatically increase your safety over the 
entire winter period and could even save you money. They’re constructed to 
give you a much better grip, reducing your stopping distances on wet or icy 
roads. And because they are specially designed to operate in 
temperatures below 7°C, their wear rate is significantly better than normal 
‘summer’ tyres in the colder winter months! 

Last year, drivers struggled without winter tyres 

• 54% of drivers said they felt less safe when driving in the winter. 

• 45% of drivers said their biggest fear about driving in the winer was that 
they were more likely to have an accident as the roads felt more slippery.^ 

• 1 in 3 drivers skidded on Britain’s roads. 

• 15% were involved in, or witnessed, an accident. 

• 12% only narrowly avoided a collision. 

• 1 in 6 drivers had to abandon their journey. 

Let’s put a stop to accidents this winter 

These stopping distances prove you’re less likely to get 
in a scrape if you switch to winter tyres. 

BRAKING ON ICY 
ROADS FROM 20mph 
(32km/h) TO REST 

BRAKING ON SNOWY 
ROADS FROM 30mph 
(48km/h) TO REST 

LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET ; BARRY 

01446 737447 01446 745888 . 




Dinas RFC sit on 
top of the league 


AFTER last week’s 
SWALEC Bowl game, 
attention returned to 
league action as Dinas 
Powis set off, albeit a little 
later than anticipated, on 
the relatively long journey 
to Hirwaun in the heads of 
the valleys. 

Last year’s match at the 
Recreation Ground had been a 
torrid affair for the Villagers who 
left it late to steal the win, and 
therefore there was some trepida¬ 
tion amongst the travelling sup¬ 
porters. 

What should have been a rela¬ 
tively comfortable fixture, given 
the relative positions of each 
team in the league tables, was to 
be anything but. 

Hirwaun got the proceedings 
underway and kicked off with the 
wind at their backs. The hosts 
started brightly and applied early 
pressure on Dinas, drawing 
numerous penalties within the 
first five minutes of the match. 

After several attempts to cross 
the whitewash they opted to kick 
for goal and walked away with 
three points as a reward for their 
efforts. 

The apocalyptic conditions 
were not conducive to the open 
expansive game of Dinas and it 
soon became apparent to all 
watching that the game would be 
won by the narrowest of margins. 

With the ball akin to a bar of 
soap both teams struggled to find 
their rhythm. However, it was 
Hirwaun who managed to main¬ 
tain their discipline as the official 
awarded numerable penalties 


against the men from the Vale, 
handing both possession and ter¬ 
ritory to the opposition. 

In the 30th minute Dinas prop 
Tom Patterson was shown a yel¬ 
low card for allegedly handling in 
the ruck within the final 22 of the 
visitors’ half. 

A good scrum by Hirwaun 
almost proved fruitful as they 
forced their way over the try line 
only to be held up by some heroic 
defending. Having won the 
resulting scrum, the Villagers 
were able to clear their lines. 

With just three minutes of the 
first half remaining, the home 
number 8 handed Dinas their first 
opportunity to go for goal as he 
was shown a yellow card for a 
swinging arm. Gavin Cooper’s 
kick neatly bisected the posts and 
the half time score was level at 3- 
3. 

After a stern halftime talk by 
the unimpressed Dinas coaching 
team, the visitors looked to assert 
themselves in the worsening con¬ 
ditions. 

The restart from David Lloyd 
was deflected into touch by the 
receiving player and a free kick 
was award to the Villagers fol¬ 
lowing an infringement at the 
ensuing lineout. 

Opting to take a quick ‘tap an 
go’, the ball was spun wide and, 
after three phases of play, found 
itself in the hands of Lewis 
Dunleavy, who scored a very wel¬ 
come try. The conversion by 
Cooper saw Dinas take the lead 
for the first time in the match, 
Hirwaun 3, Dinas 10. 

The official was not giving 
either team any opportunity to 
play advantage and consequently 


the game descended into a torrid 
stop-start affair, punctuated with 
countless penalties and scrums. 
Neither side looked as though 
they would score. 

Hirwaun were shown their sec¬ 
ond yellow card within 15 min¬ 
utes of the restart but Dinas were 
unable to capitalise on the man 
advantage. 

In fact it was the home team 
who would score next, as just 
minutes after returning to full 
strength, they crashed over in the 
comer for their first try of the 
match. 

The conversion was missed 
which proved to be extremely 
lucky for the visitors as, after an 
extremely nervous final 10 min¬ 
utes, the referee brought an end to 
a dire game in even worse condi¬ 
tions. 

The weather had unquestion¬ 
ably played a significant part in 
keeping the scores low and, 
despite the win, there was a feel¬ 
ing that Dinas had dropped a 
valuable bonus point. As it tran¬ 
spired the team’s close rivals 
Cambrian Welfare had suffered a 
rare defeat at the hands of fellow 
title challengers Treherbert. 

Furthermore, Treherbert had 
prevented Cambrian from secur¬ 
ing a losing bonus point, so con¬ 
sequently Dinas are now the only 
unbeaten team in Division 5 
South Central, and regain the top 
spot, one point ahead of 
Treherbert who have played an 
additional game. 

Dinas now have two weeks’ 
respite due to the autumn interna¬ 
tionals and will entertain Cefn 
Coed at the Common on 
November 23. SW/MH 


ATHLETIC YOUTH BATTLE 
THROUGH THE CONDITIONS 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic youth's 
sixth league fixture 
was a potentially 
difficult away game 
at Bonymaen. 

The game was played 
in horrendous conditions 
with heavy showers and 
a gale force wind blow¬ 
ing straight down the 
exposed pitch, with 
Bridgend Athletic play¬ 
ing with the wind in the 
first half. 

So strong was the 
wind that it soon became 
clear that a kicking game 
would not work, either 
with or against this wind 
and both teams opted to 
keep the ball in hand. 
Even this proved difficult 
and passing had to be 
kept to short range. 

The Athletic had the 
best of the early 
exchanges with back row 
forwards Iestyn 

Merriman and captain 
Rory Thomas mnning off 
the back of the set pieces 
at every opportunity and 
applying pressure on 
their opponents. 

Despite numerous 
errors from both sides, 
the Athletic kept 
Bonymaen in their own 
half for long periods and 
with the scrum looking 
strong and the Athletic 
pack willing to take the 
game to their opponents 
the pressure eventually 
had to tell and after a 
period of controlled 
rucks and mauls the 


excellent Iestyn 

Merriman forced his way 
over on 12 minutes for 
the Athletic’s first try. 

Full back Liam 
Phillips went narrowly 
wide with the conversion 
to make the score 5-0 to 
the Athletic. 

From the restart 
Bonymaen came straight 
back at the Ath and 
showed they were not 
going to lie down and 
started to put together 
some good forward 
charges with their big 
front row prominent. 

Indeed this forward 
work was rewarded on 
17 minutes when after a 
period of pressure they 
levelled the score with an 
unconverted try to make 
the score 5-5 

This gave the Swansea 
side a big lift and they 
began to use their big 
fowards more and more. 

The Athletic’s defence 
was excellent, however, 
with Curtis Daniel, 
Hywel Cosby and Lloyd 
Griffiths making some 
big tackles. The lineout 
was also looking good 
with second row 
Matthew Bennett not 
only taking his own ball 
but stealing a number of 
Bonymaen’s throw-in’s. 

The Athletic were 
awarded a penalty on 25 
minutes but full back 
Phillips again went nar¬ 
rowly wide. 

The first half ended at 
5-5 and the Athletic 
would turn into the wind 


for what was going to be 
tough half of rugby. 

The second period 
started as the first had 
ended with both teams 
using their forwards to 
try and batter a way for¬ 
ward, with both sets of 
backs defending for their 
lives in the extreme con¬ 
ditions. 

Eventually Bonymaen 
youth found some field 
position and after the 
Athletic infringed at the 
breakdown, they went 
ahead with a well taken 
penalty kick from 30 
metres to take the score 
to 8-5 to Bonymaen. 

This again gave the 
Swansea side a lift but 
the Athletic’s defence 
was excellent. 

The coaches began to 
use the very strong bench 
to good effect and to 
bring some fresh legs on 
to battle into the howling 
gale with Ben Jones 
coming on at full back 
for Liam Phillips, Jake 
Williams at scrum half 
for Tom McCardle and 
Craig Lewis at No. 10 for 
Josh Carey. 

In the forwards 
Geraint Lang came on 
for Curtis Daniel, Zach 
Evans for George Carter, 
Ellis James for Matthew 
Bennett and Cian House 
for Scott Cusack. 

Bridgend Athletic’s 
pack was slowly begin¬ 
ning to get on top of the 
Bonymaen eight and 
with scrum half Jake 
Williams controlling 


things around the base of 
the scrum, there followed 
one of the best periods of 
play of the entire match 
when the Athletic rolled 
a series of rucks and 
mauls fully 70 metres. 

After some heroic play 
the Athletic crashed over 
the Bonymaen line with 
five minutes to go, only 
to see the referee rule that 
the ball had been held up. 

By this time the 
Athletic pack were not 
going to be denied and 
from the attacking scrum 
the ball was taking into 
another rolling maul and 
eventually replacement 
back row forward 
Geraint Lang got over for 
what would prove to be 
the winning score. 

The conversion went 
wide to take the score to 
10-8 to Bridgend 
Athletic, and two min¬ 
utes later the referee 
blew the whistle for what 
must be the toughest 
game so far this season. 

The coaches could not 
praise the 23 man squad 
highly enough in what 
was a game where team 
spirit was tested to the 
limits and the Athletic 
showed just how this 
group of players have 
developed this season. 

The hard work will 
now continue next week 
in preparation for the 
District Cup match next 
week when Bryncethin 
travel to Newbridge 
Fields. MP 
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STUDENTS 
COMPETE IN 
WELSH OPEN 



ABOVE: Thomas Haysham, Halford. Cody Jacobsen, Maddison Allen, 
and Clan Allen. 


THE Cadoxton 
Schools of Tae 
Kwon Do took a 
small contingent of 
new and experi¬ 
enced competitors 
to Aberdare to com¬ 
pete the Welsh 
Open tournament 
hosted by Rob 
Taylor. 

The event started with 
traditional forms with a 
clean sweep for the 
Cadoxton School; Cody 
Jacobsen took first 
place, and Cian Allen 
taking second and third 
went to Maddison Allen. 

Once the traditional 
forms were completed 
all the Point and 
Continuous Sparring 
sections got under way. 

In the Point Sparring 
Cody Jacobsen, 
Maddison Allen took 
second place in their 
respective categories, 
while Cian Allen and 
Bradley Halford took 
third place. 

In the Continuous 
Sparring sections, Cody 
Jacobsen came away 
with first place, Bradley 
Halford second and 
Maddison Allen third. 

Thomas Haysham was 
entered into both the 
point and continuous 
sparring categories, but 
his coach Ron Thomas 
pulled him out with an 
injury as the following 
week he would be com¬ 
peting at the European 
games being held in 
Jersey. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on Cadoxton 
Schools of Tae Kwon 
Do, telephone (01446) 
406372. 

RT 


Barrivale bridge 
club results 



Helen Jordan & Judith Owen, winners of the 
Margaret Colder Cup (ladies'pairs). 



Mick Green & Denis Mottram, winners of the 
Joanne Green Plate (men'spairs). 

LATEST results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club, October 29: 

1st Noelle Bond & Mark Roderick 65%; 2nd 
Irene Thomas & Joan Jenkins 61.67%; 3rd Denis 
Mottram & Mike Close 58.75%. Helen Jordan & 
Judith Owen won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale; if 
you would like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. MB 


BRIDGEND SPORTS 
JUNIOR ROUND-UP 


BRIDGEND 
SPORTS under-8s 
had two matches 
arranged on 

Sunday. 

Welcoming Kenfig 
Hill and Mountian Ash at 
home, there was a nice 
turnout of players again 
this week with a squad of 
11 - Nathaniel, Callum, 
Tom, Kian, Joel, 
Mckenzie, Tyron, Iestyn, 
Dylan, Ruben and Cian. 

The first game was 
against Kenfig Hill and 
Sports began the game 
full of beans and spirit. 
Their hard work at train¬ 
ing has really started to 
show and their recent 
win seemed to give them 
the confidence they 
needed. 

Sports were superb 
with their tagging this 
week and it seemed 
Kenfig Hill struggled to 
get past Sports defence. 
The first try of the game 
came from Tom for the 
Sports. 

Kenfig Hill managed 
to get through the Sports 
defence and equalise the 
score to 1-1, which is 
how it finished. 

The second game was 
against Mountain Ash 
and as the game began 
Sports started to show 
some signs of tiredness 
and their tagging didn't 
seem as sharp as it had in 
the previous game. 

Mountain Ash had 
some quick players who 
were able to use the 
Sports tiredness to their 
advantage and break 
through the Sports 
defence and began to 


CEFN RIDERS 
travelled to Baglan 
for a cup game due 
to the cancelation of 
their game the week 
before. 

Due to the weather the 
game was delayed by 30 
minutes as the referee 
was held up on the way 
to the game. The start of 
the game saw the rain 
driving down onto the 
pitch with severe winds, 
but that didn't faze the 
visitors as the Cefn team 
took the game to the 
home side. 

The first 20 minutes 
showed that Baglan were 
up for the fight, chal¬ 
lenging for every scrap 
of ball, and also doing 
pretty well with their 
pick and drive game. 

At this time Cefn had 
their work cut out having 
to work extra hard in the 
loose to secure any ball; 
then, just at the turn of 
the half, the Riders pro¬ 
duced some magic with 
a cracking try from full 
back Rob Curl, convert¬ 
ed by Tom Carpenter. 

At the interval the 
Riders coaches gave 
some stern words to the 
team as the Riders were 
playing against gale 
force winds and lashing 


take the lead scoring two 
tries in quick succession. 

Dylan then scored 
three tries for the Sports 
to bring the score to 3-2 
and the Sports pulled up 
their socks and began to 
tighten up their defence 
and sharpen up their tag¬ 
ging. Mountain Ash then 
retaliated and scored 
another two tries, bring¬ 
ing the score to 4-3 to 
Mountain Ash. 

Callum scored a try 
for Sports and again 
Mountain Ash retaliated 
scoring their fifth try. 
Callum scored another 
try which was then fol¬ 
lowed by a try by Joel 
bringing the score to 6-5 
to Sports. 

In both games there 
was some outstanding 
tagging, passing and tries 
from Sports and plenty of 
missed opportunities. 
The hard work the team 
and coaches have put in 
this season is really start¬ 
ing to show in their 
games. 

MVP went to Dylan 
Morgan for his constant 
tagging, great running 
and well-taken tries. 

UNDER-9S 
The under-9s hosted 
Kenfig Hill and 
Mountain Ash in a 
round robin, but lost 
both games, 4-1 to 
Kenfig Hill and 7-5 to 
Mountain Ash. 

In the first game, 
Kenfig Hill ran in a try 
from the start and kept 
going on from there. The 
Mules showed great 
defence, pushing the 
Sports back, forcing han¬ 
dling errors, which in 


ram. 

At the kick off the 
Cefn team went to town, 
dominating the much 
bigger Baglan pack, as 
the Riders’ back line pro¬ 
duced some fantastic 
rugby for the conditions. 

Next to cross the line 
was winger Dan Harris, 
having been put into 
space by Stu Curl. By 
now Baglan were show¬ 
ing signs of fatigue by 
the constant pressure 
being put on them by the 
Riders. 

The next try was set 
up by centre Owen 
Davies and finished off 
by Rob Curl. 

Cefn were now firmly 
in the driving seat, out¬ 
playing the opposition, 
and there was one more 
try scorer, veteran coach 
Geraint Carpenter, who 
showed his experience 
on the field by guiding 
the forwards on. 

There were some out¬ 
standing performances 
from Adam Rickets, 
Rhys Pilliner, veteran 
Geraint Carpenter and 
stand-in captain Chris 
Bruno, who lead his side 
to a great win in dreadful 
conditions, the final 
score 29-3 to the Riders. 

ME 


turn caused the ball to be 
turned over for them to 
score again, giving them 
a 2-0 halftime lead. 

Although the second 
half seemed a bit better, 
with a great try from 
Shea, Kenfig Hill ran in 
two more tries to win the 
half 2-1. 

Next was the unbeaten 
Mountain Ash. The away 
side again scored from 
the start, but this time the 
Sports regrouped and 
pulled one back. 

Mountain Ash then 
powered their way over 
again to make it 2-1. The 
Sports restarted and after 
some great phases of 
play scored on halftime 
to make the score 2-2. 

The second half was a 
tough battle, with both 
sides producing some big 
tackles and some great 
tries, but in the end 
Mountain Ash proved too 
powerful and took the 
half 5-3. 

Again this week the 
under-9s looked lethargic 
in the first game, show¬ 
ing no urgency until the 
game was lost. 

The second game, 
although lost 7-5, 
showed some great deter¬ 
mination and competed 
with a very big Mountain 
Ash side and the victory 
could have gone to either 
side. 

Also pleasing was the 
boys starting to pass the 
ball and play as a team. 
The use of Oliver this 
week as a designated 
scrum half seemed to 
have paid off and gives 
us something else to 
work on in training. 

Squad: Fynn, Sam B, 
Oliver, Tristan, Shea, 
Mckenzie, Max Harris, 
Max Hemsley, Dan 
Hughes, Sam Jones, 
Finley Loundes, Morgan 
Palethorpe, Kurds and 
Joe. Try scorers: 
Mckenzie (3), Shea (3). 
UNDER-10S 

The under-lOs wel¬ 
comed Kenfig Hill to 
Newbridge Fields on a 
blustery Sunday morn¬ 
ing. 

Sports started strongly 
and worked their way up 
to Kenfig's try line. Some 
quick passing from the 
ruck allowed Jack space 
to outsprint the cover 
defence to score the first 
try. This was converted 
by Owain. 

Kenfig showed a simi¬ 
lar ambition to spread the 
ball wide and quickly 
equalized. Strong run¬ 
ning from Mac allowed 
him to break through 


Kenfig's defence, scoring 
a try, with a conversion 
by Josh. Although Sports 
had started well, for the 
rest of the first half some 
weak tackling allowed 
Kenfig Hill to score three 
tries and at halftime the 
score was 14-28. 

The start of the second 
half was a similar story 
where Kenfig Hill domi¬ 
nated the ruck area and 
scored two further tries. 

Sports showed their 
resolve and with far more 
commitment to tackling 
were able to spread the 
ball to James, who was 
able to dance through the 
defence and score, which 
was again converted by 
Owain. 

After a good period of 
play by Sports James 
found himself in space 
and eluded the Kenfig 
tacklers to score. A good 
effort against tough 
opposition, the final 
score was 40-28. 

MVP goes to Oliver 
Gardner for his tackling, 
his clearance kick and 
commitment in following 
up. 

Team: Owain Peters, 
Morgan Rees, Rhys 
McNally, Rhys Vaughan, 
Mac Francis, Cullen 
Loynton, Tom Gardner, 
Rory Lee, James Murray, 
William Littlewood, 
Joshua Wilkinson, Luke 
Yates, Will Price, Jack 
Davies, Rhys Chick, 
Archie Faulkner-Lerway 
and Oliver Gardner. 

UNDER-11S 

In the first half, Sports 
dominated right from a 
kick off against Kenfig 
Hill, and the first try, 
scored by Dafydd, was 
the result of a team 
effort, as the boys put 
into effect what they 
have been practising 
over and over again. 

Dafydd also converted 
ensuring that Bridgend 
were seven points up 
within the first couple of 
minutes. 

Although Kenfig man¬ 
aged to pull the scores 
back the Sports dominat¬ 
ed the first half by con¬ 
tinuing to play as a team, 
constantly passing and 
playing expansive rugby. 

Tries by Tomos (2), 
Dayfdd and Xander 
ensured that the score 
was Sports 35, Kenfig 
Hill 7 at halftime. 

Kenfig Hill are also 
known as the Mules and 
like the animal the team 
were stubborn in not giv¬ 
ing in. The second half 
started and Kenfig came 
out attacking from the 


kick off and dominated 
the second half. 

Sports were on the 
defensive and the team 
lost the composure and 
the concentration it 
showed in the first half. 

It was only due to 
some key defending and 
some unlucky errors that 
Kenfig were unable to 
level the scores, but from 
nowhere Sports managed 
to score a try and secure 
the win. 

Captain of the team 
was Jack and man of 
match went to Tomos 
because of his good ruck¬ 
ing and passing 

UNDER-14S 

The Sports had a tough 
day at the office against 
a very accomplished 
and ruthless Cowbridge 
side, losing 67-5. The 
visitors put on an 
impressive display of 
rugby and proved to be 
too strong for the 
Sports. 

Cowbridge scored 11 
tries during the match 
and they started the game 
off in fine fashion by 
scoring an early try, 
which certainly set the 
tone for the match. 

They then went on to 
score a further five tries 
where they demonstrated 
a good skillset by scoring 
some strong, skilful and 
quick tries. 

In no time at all the 
Sports were 36-0 down 
but they showed good 
effort when they scored a 
try of their own through 
scrum half Zak Hemsley 
who picked the ball up 
off a ruck and made a 
dashing run to crash over 
the line. 

Cowbridge then 
scored another try which 
made the halftime score 
41-5 to Cowbridge. 

The second half once 
again saw Cowbridge 
score a number of tries. 
Many of their tries were 
from a long distance and 
the Sports just couldn’t 
cope with the physical 
Cowbridge side. 

Cowbridge then 
capped the game off in 
style when one of their 
players scored a great 
individual try, making 
several hand-offs in the 
process. 

Overall the Sports did¬ 
n’t lose the game because 
of a lack of effort, they 
lost it as Cowbridge were 
far superior in all areas; 
hopefully they can get 
back to winning ways 
next week. 


Bridgend bridge club results 


ON Wednesday, October 30, 
the clear winners were Geoff 
Barnes and Peter Bugden, who 
have become a force to be 
reckoned with. 

Second were Irene Thomas and 
Graham Jones and third John Beard 
and Glyn Williams. 

There were no Halloween horror 
stories on Thursday in the afternoon 
gentle duplicate, with the best placed 
improver being Norma Phinnemore, 
who won, partnered by John Henson, 
closely followed by V. Irene Thomas 
and Dilys Bowser, with Stuart Davis 
and Colin Lewis in third spot. 

Remember that all are welcome to 
attend these Thursday afternoon ses¬ 


sions in Nolton Church Hall, where 
tuition is followed by supervised play. 

For further information please con¬ 
tact either Steve Burgoyne on 01656 
661968 or John Evans on 01656 
880372, or visit the club website. 

Friday's session was divided into 
North/South and East/West sections, 
with Bill Turner and Dennis Mottram 
winning the former, followed by Vida 
Halford and Glyn Williams, with Liam 
Sheridan and Alan Williams third. 

The East/West section was convinc¬ 
ingly won by John Henson and Terry 
Dolan with an impressive 70 per cent 
score, with Emer Disley and John 
Whateley second and Graham Jones 
and Irene Thomas third. 

DN 


Cefn Riders 
battle through 
weather to win 
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Gymnasts are 
on top form! 



Caitlin Meadows. 



Catrin Long and Bethan Wryde. 


BARRY YMCA 
gymnasts put in 
some great per¬ 
formances at the 
recent South 

Central Novice 
Championships. 

Competing against 
gymnasts from clubs in 
the counties of Bridgend, 
Caerphilly, Merthyr 
Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon 
Taff and the Vale, the 
Barry gymnasts per¬ 
formed routines on vault, 
bars, beam and floor. 

In the 8/9 years cate¬ 
gory Bria Karim became 
the vault champion and 
also gained a sixth place 
ribbon on floor. Her team 
mate Evie Wong gained a 
third place on bars while 
the team of Bria, Evie, 
Celyn Powell, Sophia 
Foscolo and Tamzin 
Williams gained 4th 
place ribbons. 

The 10/11 years team 
of Chloe Gabb, Kelsey 
Cross, Tesni Gardiner 
and Caitlin Meadows 
gained bronze medals 
and there was also indi¬ 
vidual success in this age 
group for the Barry gym¬ 


nasts. 

Tesni placed second 
on floor and gained a 
fifth place ribbon on 
bars, while Kelsey placed 
third place on bars. Chloe 
also gained an individual 
ribbon placing 5th on 
floor while Caitlin placed 
fourth on bars and fourth 
overall, and Seren 
Williams placed seventh 
on beam. 

The older gymnasts 
from the club also had 
success. In the 12/13 
years category the team 
of Catrin Long, Ellice 
Stockford and Seren 
Mirza-Davies climbed 
onto the podium in sec¬ 
ond position. 

All three had individ¬ 
ual success with Ellice 
placing 1st on vault, 
gained a sixth place rib¬ 
bon on bars and sixth 
overall. Catrin placed 
fifth on beam, fourth on 
bars and fifth overall 
while Seren placed sec¬ 
ond on bars and seventh 
overall. 

Bethan Wride repre¬ 
sented Barry in the 14+ 
years competition. Only 
competing in her second 


four piece competition 
Bethan gained a fourth 
place ribbon for her 
beautiful floor, placed 
fifth on beam and sixth 
overall. 

Due to their strong 
overall performances 
Catrin Long, Caitlin 
Meadows and Bethan 
Wride all gained selec¬ 
tion to represent the area 
at the Welsh finals. 

In the 10/11 years cat¬ 
egory Caitlin placed sec¬ 
ond in Wales on vault as 
did her clubmate Catrin 
in the 12/13 years event. 
Bethan also climbed onto 
the podium gaining a 
bronze medal on floor. 

All three climbed onto 
the podium for a second 
time when Catrin and 
Bethan helped their 
respective age group 
teams to the silver medal 
and Caitlin assisted the 
10/11 years team to 
bronze. 

Well done to all gym¬ 
nasts and thanks as 
always to the dedicated 
coaches and judges at 
Barry YMCA 

Gymnastics Club 
Aimee, Anne, Caitlin, 
Charlotte, Leanne, 
Olivia, Rachel, Kiera and 
Karen. 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding the oppor¬ 
tunities available at 
Barry YMCA Gymnastics 
club please call 01446 
724001. 

The club will shortly 
be holding an open ses¬ 
sion for gymnasts 
demonstrating the poten¬ 
tial and desire to become 
competitive gymnasts. 
To register for this ses¬ 
sion please contact the 
above number to place 
your details on the list. 

KD 


Bridge Club results 

SULLY Bridge Club results on Monday, 
October 28 were as follows: 

North/South - First, Trish Tracy and Mike Hurst 
(64.39 per cent); second, Helen Jordan and Marjorie 
Morgan, 58.52; third, Peter Millar and Mark 
Roderick, 56.63. 

East/West - First, Anne Macdougall and Anne 
Hilary Jones, 62.34; second, Sean Macdougall and 
Italo Basiletti, 62.12; third, Celia Thomas and Huw 
Thomas, 56.82. 

Wednesday, October 30: North/South - First, 
Peter Millar and Trish Tracy, 71.17; second, Lona 
Thomas and Joy Secular, 60.59; third, Judy Collins 
and Janet Cunnington, 60.36. 

East/West - First, Anne Johns and Bunty 
Wiseman, 70.87; second, Anne Macdougall and 
Anne Hilary Jones, 70.66; third, Celia Thomas and 
Huw Thomas, 57.02. 


Llantwit Major Cavaliers 
hold presentation evening 



Vale Resort offers new 
technology - but will golfers 
be as smart as their phones? 



Junior netball 
team has fine 
start to season 


NEW 3D technology, 
with which golfers 
can benefit from a 
bird’s-eye view of the 
course before heading 
out to play, is the lat¬ 
est addition to the 
golfing facilities at the 
Vale Resort in Hensol. 

The 3D Flyover tech¬ 
nology is used by broad¬ 
casters such as Sky 
Sports HD and 
Matchroom Sport and 
top tournaments includ¬ 
ing the PGA Europro 
Tour. 

Golfers can watch the 
journey to the green 
through aerial shots of 
each hole, offering 
insight on how the course 
should be best played, 
before teeing off. The 
flyovers can be watched 
on the Vale Resort’s web¬ 
site or at the Resort’s pro 
shop. 

Players tackling the 
Vale Resort’s Wales 
National Course and 
Lake Course can also 
benefit from the 3D-GPS 
smart phone app with 
pin-positioning technolo¬ 
gy. This enables golfers 
to calculate their distance 
to the front, middle and 
back of the green, so they 
know what club to use. 

The resort’s GPS app 
also has a digital guide to 
playing both of the 
courses and access to the 
3D Golf Flyover of each 
hole. The app and its 
GPS technology is also 
available on fixed 
screens secured to the 
resort’s golf buggies. 

“This technology rev¬ 
olutionises how golfers 
can prepare before head¬ 


ing out to play a round on 
either of our champi¬ 
onship courses,” said the 
Vale Resort’s golf man¬ 
ager Clive Coombes. 

“We are the first club 
in Wales to have the full 
system installed - not 
only the Golf Flyover 
technology and the GPS 
app but access to the sys¬ 
tem in our golf buggies 
and on screens at the 
resort. 

“Golf Flyovers are 
used in some of the 
world’s biggest venues 
and by the biggest broad¬ 
casters in our industry, 
and it’s a fantastic addi¬ 
tion to the facilities we 
already offer at the 
resort. 

“Our golfers can now 
see hole-by-hole what’s 
on offer, be it the mixture 
of wide and narrow fair¬ 
ways, water features or 
wooded areas - a unique 
system of technology 
which sets the stage for 
anyone coming to visit 
us,” he added. 


BARRY netball 
team Red Dragon 
Juniors have had 
an exceptional start 
to the netball sea¬ 
son with the under- 
13 squad and 
under-11 squad 
winning all their 
opening games in 
the Cardiff and 
Vale Junior Netball 
League. 

The under-10 have 
joined the league this 
year and played well in 
their first matches 
against older and more 
experienced opponents. 

The club is now 
expanding to include 
netballmmini tots and 
this will encourage chil¬ 


dren aged five to eight 
to take part in the sport 
and learn new basic 
skills, while making 
great new friends. 

The squads are 
coached by former inter¬ 
national Melanie 
Hellerman who is cur¬ 
rently a director of 
Welsh Netball and the 
Cardiff and District 
Area Coach (UKCC 
Level 2), along with 
Sharron Alldred founder 
of Red Dragons Senior 
(UKCC Level 1) and Jo 
(UKCC Level 1). 

If you have a daugh¬ 
ter aged five to 13 who 
would like to join our 
team, contact Melanie 
on 077936 52300. 

MH 
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STUDENTS SHINE 
AT CHAMPIONSHIPS 



ON Sunday October 28, the 
Tae Kwon Do schools of 
Rhoose and Llantwit 
Major competed in the 
Welsh closed champi¬ 
onships. 

The event was held at the 
Newport University campus 
Caerleon, with over 250 competi¬ 
tors from all over Wales 

Our students fought hard on the 
day with Ashton Curnick and 
Rhys Doel shining in the light¬ 
weight ranks, both winning first in 
green belt and red belt divisions, 
taking home gold medals. 

Harry Burmingham came a 


close second for the silver medal 
in the lightweight red belt divi¬ 
sion; we also had Jake Hayvice 
competing at his first tournament, 
winning his first match to go out 
in the second round (well done 
Jake!) and a hard fought round for 
Josh Edwards, who narrowly 
missed out! 

The team event brought success 
with Menna Burmingham placing 
second in her team and Josh 
Edwards, Harri Burmingham and 
Rhye Doel placing third. 

Our newcomers to the competi¬ 
tion circuit showed courage on all 
levels. Sean Edwards and Zac 
Hayvice both fought in the tiny tot 


division (under four foot) and 
Lynne Doel of Rhoose, who runs 
her own childcare business, fought 
in the adult ladies’ red belt divi¬ 
sion. 

Lynne, who’s only a yellow 
belt, fought in the higher ranks on 
the day - well done! 

It was a good day for the clubs, 
whose success and hard work con¬ 
tinue to grow, well done from all 
our team, keep chasing those 
medals! 

For more information on our 
team or classes please visit 
jstkd.co.uk or call 07711 234500. 

EJS 


Local vaulters’ success 



THE English Vaulting Championships 
were held at the Unicorn Centre Stow in 
the Wold on Saturday, October 26. 

Rhi Hill from Cowbridge landed first place in the 
pre-novice individual and Carys Morgan, a 
Liverpool vetinerary student from Church Village, 
came in first place in the bronze section of the sen¬ 
ior individual; both performed in canter. 

It was the first time competing for these young 
vaulters, who took third place with their Dalmation 
routine in the ‘walk class’. 

CR 

Did you know you can 
find The GEM on Twitter? 
Follow us @gem_news 


l ChipsAway 


Professional auality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

/Quick /Convenient /Fully guaranteed 

• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs 8 Alloy Wheels 


To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


PAUL JARVIS 

07904 

840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

or visit 


www.chipsaway.co.uk 



The best thing about buying a MINI Cherished Approved Used Car is there’s bound to be one to suit you and 
your budget, so you can afford to be picky. Each one is checked by our MINI Technicians and if anything isn’t 
up to scratch we’ll fix it using Genuine MINI Parts, leaving you in no doubt you are driving an original. 

2010 10 Reg MINI John Cooper Works Convertible Midnight Black Metallic, Lea Gravity Tuscan Beige, Heated Seats, Visibility Pack, CHILI Pack 

2010 60 Reg MINI Cooper S Clubman Chili Red, Rooster Red Cloth/Ray Leather, 17” Alloys, CHILI Pack 

201 111 Reg MINI Cooper Convertible Midnight Black, Carbon Black Cloth/Ray Leather, 17” Black Alloys, CHILI Pack 

2011 61 Reg MINI One Countryman Bright Yellow, Cosmos Black Cloth, Silver Alloys, Pepper Pack 

2011 61 Reg MINI Cooper Hatch Ice Blue, Cosmos Black Cloth, 15” Alloys, Chrome Line Exterior, Pepper Pack 
2010 59 Reg MINI Cooper S Hatch Midnight Black, Black Chequered Cloth, 18” John Cooper Works Alloys 

2008 58 Reg MINI Cooper S Hatch Laser Blue, Carbon Black Cloth/Ray Leather CHILI Pack 
2010 10 Reg MINI Cooper D Hatch Midnight Black, Cosmos Black Cloth, Pepper Pack 
2010 10 Reg MINI One Convertible Pure Silver, Cosmos Black Cloth, 15” Alloys 

2010 10 Reg MINI One Hatch Midnight Black, Cosmos Black Cloth, 15” Alloys, Chrome Line Exterior, Pepper Pack 
2010 10 Reg MINI One Hatch Pepper White, Cosmos Black Cloth, Electric Panoramic Glass Sunroof, Pepper Pack 

2009 58 Reg MINI One Hatch Lightning Blue, Cosmos Black Cloth, 16” Alloys, Pepper Pack 

2008 58 Reg MINI One Convertible Astro Black, Dragon Black Cloth, Pepper Pack, Chrome Line Interior 
2008 08 Reg MINI Cooper Hatch Pure Silver, Cosmos Black Cloth, Chrome Line Exterior, Pepper Pack 
2007 07 Reg MINI One Hatch Mellow Yellow, Carbon Black Cloth/Ray Leather, 15” Alloys, Sports Seats 



30k 

£14,850 

19k 

£13,850 

27k 

£12,850 

15k 

£12,850 

21 k 

£11,450 

29k 

£10,450 

23k 

£9,950 

40k 

£9,950 

27k 

£9,450 

31k 

£9,450 

46k 

£9,45Qg|M 

59k 

£7,950^ 

37k 

£7,950 

44k 

£7,850 

43k 

£6,850 




Over 1000 Cherished MINIs in Group stock so pop down to Sytner Cardiff 
now or check out our full stock at www.sytnercardiffmini.co.uk 


SYTNER CARDIFF 

Hadfield Road, Cardiff CF11 8AQ 

02920 558970 www.sytnercardiffmini.co.uk 
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Day Salehs 

ursday 31st October - Sunday 10th November 2013 


White Dove SEAT Hadfield Road, Cardiff, South Glamorgan, CF11 8WD Freephone: 0800 912 0722 www.whitedove.uk.com 


ENJOYNEERING 

White Dove SEAT is offering massive savings across a wide range of Demonstrators and Used cars. Book your appointment now to get an extra £250 off selected used 
cars ordered before 10th November*. 

To claim your £250 discount voucher, simply call Freephone 0800 912 0722 or bring this postcard with you to White Dove SEAT. 

SEAToffers.co.uk I Worth talking about . FOLLOW US ON: mm m SEAT.CO.UK 

*Terms & Conditions: £250 voucher applies to selected used car purchases ordered and registered before 10th November 2013. No cash alternative. Voucher must be present at time of registration to qualify. See dealer for full details. 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES * BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT S • DISCS • SERVICING 


GOOD?VlAR 
PREMIUM SPECIALS 
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BATTERIES 
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PREMIUM SPECIALS 
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STANDARD TYRES from 

► £31.95 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 

175/65TR14 

IRON ONLY £31.95 

IRON ONLY £38.95 

IRON ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES Irom 

► £38.50 

185/65HRU 

185/65HR15 

195/65HR15 

IRON ONLY £38.50 

IRON ONLY £38.95 

IRON ONLY £39.75 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £39.95 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 

195/65VR15 

205/55VR16 

IRON ONLY £41.00 

IRON ONLY £42.50 

IRON ONLY £39.95 

IRON ONLY £44.95 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES frwn 

► £47.95 


If YOU* TTM Sill IS NOT SHOWN PLUS! (AU TOO A OUOIATION. 
AU MOBSWI POKES WITH NO MIOOEN EXTRAS! 


205/55WR16 . IRON ONLY £47.95 

215/55WR16 _ IRON ONLY £53.9$ 

225/45WR17 . IRON ONLY £49.95 

225/40WRI8 . IRON ONLY £49.95 


Cardltt Read, Cadaxton 
H. ly AA 

CF63 2QW A 

01446 733167 


CARDIFF 

271 PuniifVi Rond 
Cardiff AA 
CF11 BTT A 

029 20 382644 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY * FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm. SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. VISA -H§) • 
OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAJOR CRfOfT CARO* ACCFRTF O 


4 f4A^ IM *€% /rtA f/ /chu* 
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CHRISTMAS 

HAS COME EARLY 
AT FRF TOYOTA 


Buy any used car this month & get a 







Apple iPad 

Terms & Conditions apply. VJL/hile stocks last. 




£0 ROAD FUND LICENCE 
• CHOICE OF METALLIC 


2013 PLATE TOYOTA AYGO FIRE 1.0 3DR 


FOR ONLY 

£149 


Deposit 


WITH EVERY USED CAR UL/E GIVE YOU... 


FREE FUEL ON SELECTED VEHICLES 

FREE MINIMUM 12 MONTHS’ WARRANTY* 
FREE MOT FOR LIFE* 


• FREE 12 MONTHS’ AA ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE* 

• FREE 6 MONTHS’ SERVICE* 

• OVER 150 CARS IN STOCK 


FRF Toyota Used Cars 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 


ttFree iPad offer is based on an iPad 2,16GB (UJifi) and available whilst stocks last, the cost of the iPad offer will show as part of the vehicle purchase price on the FRF Sales invoice, terms and conditions apply please ask in centre for more details. tRepresentative Finance example based on Toyota Aygo Fire 3dr: Cash Price £7,825.00,Deposit £149,Balance to 
Finance £7,676.00, Total Charges for Credit £1643.29 (including £0 Acceptance Fee and £0 Option to purchase fee on last payment), Total Amount Payable £9468.29 40X Monthly Payments of £149.69.1 Payment of £149.69 with a final optional payment of £3182.00, based on 10,000 miles per annum. Duration of Contract 42 months, Interest Rate (fixed) 
6.12%, Representative APR 8.8%. Finance subject to status. Over IB's only. Ulritten quotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. Mileage permitted Maximum 30,000. Mileage on delivery of the goods to you. Excess Mileage Charge Rate applicable if the permitted Maximum is exceeded 6 Pence per mile. ‘Terms & conditions apply. Me 1 ' 
shown are for illustration purposes only. "''Mileage figures quoted are based on a Extra Urban figures supplied by Manufacturers. “Savings advertised are against new list prices. "Buy Now Pay 2013 Offer available on all Used Cars when taking out a Hire Purchase agreement through FRF Toyota, first payment will commence January 2014. 


CF31 


4LH 


COLOURS 


SPECIFICATION 
• UP TO 5 YEARS WARRANTY 
• UP TO 65MPG 
• GROUP 1 INSURANCE 
FREE DRIVEAUiAY INSURANCE 


FROM ONLY 


£149 


Per Months 


SAVE UP TO 

£2310 


Against MRRP* 


for only 

BUY NOW & PAY NOTHING UNTIL 2014 

• OVER 50% OF OUR STOCK ARE NON TOYOTA FRANCHISE 


iuiuui.frftoyota.co.uk 






















05 HONDA Jazz, 1 .4i DSi SE 5-Dr CVT-7. 
Met Blue, Auto, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
MFSW, 63k. 


10 CITROEN C5 2.0 HDi 16v VTR+ Nav (160) 
4-Dr. Met Black, (Diesel), FSH, Sat Nav, 
Cruise & Climate Control, Parking Sensor, 88k. 


10 SEAT Leon 1,6 TDi CR SE 5-Dr. 
Red, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, Cruise & 
Climate Control, Alloys, 78k. 


05 RANGE ROVER 3.0TDV Vouge 4-Dr. Met 
Silver, (Diesel), Auto, Sat Nav, Full Charcoal 
Leather, Heated Seats & Much More, 100k. 


08 AUDI TT 2.0 TDi Quattro, 2-Dr. 

Met Grey, (Diesel), Full Red Leather, Dual 
Climate, Smoked Alloys, 6 Speed, 78k. 


58 VW Polo 1.9 Sport TDi (100) 3-Dr. 
Met Black, (Diesel), FSH, Air Con, Alloys, 
CD Player, 72k. 


60 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 HDi. 

White, (Diesel), 1 Owner, Sat Nav, Bluetooth, 
CD Player, 76k. 


58 CHEVROLET Captiva 2.0 VCDi LT 5-Dr, 7 
Seats. Met Blue, (Diesel), Auto, FSH, Parking 
Sensor, Alloys, CD Player, 56k. 


07 VOLVO S40 2.0D Sport 4-Dr. 
Met Silver, (Diesel), Cruise & Climate 
Control, Alloys, MFSW, 83k. 


09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 16v Design 5-Dr. 
Met Green, Auto, 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
MFSW, 1/2 Black Leather, 30k. 


B Service Centre> 


Car 

Diagnostics 


DPF Removal 
from £199.99 + vat 


01446 735561 

Mon-Fri 

8.30am-5.30pm 

Saturday 

8.30am-1pm 


All major 
credit cards 
accepted 


Vehicle Remapping 
From £149+ vat 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains of up to 17%. Ip 7 r | 
Performance Tune - performance gains of up to 35%. “ 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 
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CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk • Tel. 01446 735561 *T 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 





09 59 ALFA ROMEO 
Mito 1.4 16v Lusso 


£6995 




06 56 MERCEDES 
A170 Avantgarde SE | 
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PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0S Diesel Tiptronic. 34,380 miles, in black.£28,995 

NISSAN Navara 2.5dciTekna. 10 miles, in black (1.99% Finance Rate Available) £19,995+VAT 

BMW 135i M Sport Cab Auto. 40,000 miles, in silver .£19,995 

MERCEDES Benz SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£19,995 

MERCEDES SL 350 AUTO Designo. In black.£18,495 

AUDITT 2.0T Fsi Coupe with Sat Nav. 36,731 miles, in silver .£15,995 

MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

BMW 330D MSport Auto. 56,600 miles in black .£11,995 

BMW 118D SE Coupe. 69,780 miles, in grey.£11,495 

VWTouareg 3.0 DSL, 57,000 miles in black.£11,495 

VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI (160). 33,000 miles, in blue.£10,995 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr. 10 miles, in red (1.99% Finance, Rate Available) . .£10,495 

RENAULT Twingo Sport 133. In black.£9,995 

FIAT 500C 1.4 Lounge Convertible. 22,310 miles, in white.£9,995 

AUDI A3 1.8T 5-Dr. 57,100 miles in Blue .£9,995 

NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 DCi 171 Sport 5-Dr. 56,010 miles, in grey.£9,995 

MITSUBISHI L200 Animal Dl-D. 68,800 miles, in red .£9,995+VAT 

FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 1,683 miles, in grey.£9,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. 14,300 miles, in silver .£8,995 

SEAT Altea 2.0 TDi Stylance. 28,450 miles, in blue.£7,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi Auto. 54,000 miles in blue .£7,795 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi. 53,330 miles, in silver.£7,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6, 5-Dr, 35,000 miles in black.£6,995 

ALFA Romeo 1.4 Mito 3-Dr. 38,000 miles, in red .£6,995 

HONDA Civic 2.2 l-CTDi Type S GT. 85,000 miles, in blue .£6,995 

HONDA Civic 1,8 l-Vtec EX 5-Dr. 59,000 miles, in silver.£6,995 

HONDA Civic 1.4 DSi ES Hybrid. 57,710 miles, in blue .£6,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Design Convertible. 32,973 miles, in red.£6,495 

TOYOTA Rav 4 2.0 DSL 65,000 miles in black.£6,495 

LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Td4 HSE 5dr 91,800 miles, in grey.£6,495 

AUDI A4 1.9 Tdi Estate SE. 85,000 miles, in silver.£6,295 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 1-Music 3-Dr. 25,551 miles, in grey .£5,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTI Sport 3dr. 35,331 miles, in silver.£5,995 

NISSAN Micra 1.2. 25,870 miles, in beige .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3CdTi 3-Dr. 76,000 miles in Blue .£5,995 

BMW 320i SE 4dr. 67,000 miles, in blue .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Active. 39,566 miles, in blue.£5,695 

TOYOTA Auris 2.0 D-4DTR 3dr. 57,675 miles, in grey.£5,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXI. 57,000 miles in Silver.£5,495 

VW Beetle 2.0 Convertible. 67,800 miles in Blue .£5,495 

HYUNDAI Tucson 2.0 CRTD CDX. 71,270 miles, in black.£4,995 

FORD Focus C-Max 2.0 Zetec Auto. 35,257 miles, in blue.£4,695 

MERCEDES A170 Avantgarde SE 3-Dr. 80,000 miles, in silver.£4,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3-Dr. 45,471 miles, in black.£3,995 

NISSAN Note 1.4 Visia. 69,800 miles in White.£3,795 

CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire 5dr. 45,301 miles, in red.£2,995 

FORD Streetka 1.6 Luxury. 43,000 miles in Silver.£2,695 




Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a great deal more! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk F onowuson Facets fl 
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11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, etc. 

£15,695 


57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 

£3,995 


58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6,495 


55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£5,995 



JUST A. SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


59 PEUGEOT 207 S 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 

£5,295 



60 VW Transporter T30 
2.0 TDi SWB 

Red, 17,000 miles with windows, 

5 seats, alloys etc 

£17,995 



61 SMART Four Two 
Passion 1.0 MHD gg 

Met Grey, very low miles, with stop/start. 

£6,995 09 



10 JAGUAR S-Type 27 Diesel SE Auto 07 

In met burgundy with beige leather, 

90,000 miles 

_£7,495 54 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 


R3C 


VW Transporter T30 2.0 TDi SWB. In red, 17,000 miles with 5 

seats, windows, alloys etc .£17,995 

VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT. In white, 43,000 miles with sunroof, 

etc, under VW warranty .£15,695 

JAGUAR S-Type 2.7 Diesel SE Auto In met burgundy with 

beige leather, 90,000 miles, with sat nav .£7,495 

SMART Four Two Passion 1.0 MHD. In silver, very low miles 

with stop/start, sat nav etc.£6,995 

HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe Sill. In met Silver, with black leather, 

47,000 miles.£6,995 

FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 

miles, very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 

owner, fantastic MPG.£6,795 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 33,000 

miles diesel at.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 308 1.6 Diesel Sport Estate. In black, 43,000 

miles, full glass roof.£6,495 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 mile 

diesel, in very nice condition .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 miles, low 

insurance.Reduced to £5,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) Dynamique 3-dr. In black, 33,000 

mile diesel .£5,995 

TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel TR. In met silver, 59,900 miles, 

with sat nat, very nice example .Reduced to £5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, stylish 

family hatch .£5,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady 

owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr. In silver 23,000 miles, £30 road 

tax.£5,695 

MERCEDES A150 Classic SE Blue Efficiency. In black, 

25,000 miles. This is a rare 3 door model at.£5,695 

FIAT Panda 1.2 Mylife. In red, 5,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

running costs.£5,495 

SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with stop/start, 

13,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 SXi Twin Port 5-dr. In silver, 37,000 

miles, ideal family hatch.£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 miles, 2 

owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, etc . . 

.£5,295 

KIA CEED 1.6 5-dr SR7. In black,low mileage family hatch . . 

.£4,995 

FIESTA 1.4 Zetec Blue 5-dr. In black, 61,000 miles, a/c, alloys 

etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,695 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 

mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 50,000 

miles. Stylish hatch .Reduced to £4,695 

MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In light met 

blue, 89,000 miles .£4,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 5-Dr. In Met Blue, 44,000 miles, 

with AC, 2 owners .£4,495 

SAAB 9.3 Convertable (Linear 150) In black with cream 

leather, 52,000 miles.Winter Price £4,995 

JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel SE Estate. In met grey with grey 
leather heated seats, 83,000 miles.£4,495 


60 SUZUKi Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


04 AUDI A3 1.6 Sport FSi 3-dr. In black, 88,000 miles, superb 

value at .£4,495 

59 CHEVROLET Matiz SE (new model). In met orange, 18,000 

miles with a/c.£3,995 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car at .£3,995 
57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, low insurance with 

a/c, alloys, CD .£3,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles with 

a/c.Reduced to £3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Club 7 Seater. In silver grey, 57,000 

miles, 2 owners .£3,995 

02 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Sport Coupe Automatic. In Silver, 

74,000 miles, local car.£3,995 

07 CITROEN C2 Cool 1.4 In black, 32,000 miles, low insurance, 
bluetooth etc .£3,695 

54 VW Passat 1.9TDi (130) Trendline. In silver, 66,000 miles, 2 

owners, Diesel Saloon at.£3,695 

03 LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic. In black, 62,000 miles, 2 owners 

very nice example at .£3,695 

06 MAZDA 3TS 1.6 4-dr. In met grey, 40,000 miles, 2 owners . . 

.£3,495 

08 SMART FourTwo. In white (new shape), £30 road tax, low 
insurance.£3,295 

55 SKODA FAbia 1.4 Elegance. In black, 21,000 miles, 1 owner 

.£3,295 

07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Active 3-dr. In met blue, low mileage 

example at.£2,995 

06 MAZDA 2 Antares 1.4 5-dr. In silver, 56,000 miles . . .£2,995 
06 MAZDA 6 TS 2.0 5-Dr. In met blue, 74,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Dynamique 5-dr. In black (new shape), 

71,000 miles .£2,995 

55 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 Sport 5-dr. In black, 71,000 miles_ 

.£2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 miles. 
Stylish hatch .Reduced to £2,995 

54 SMART ForFour 1.1 Pulse. In black/silver, 60,000 miles, low 

insurance, 5-door hatch.£2,995 

04 SAAB 9.3 Aero 210 BHP. In black, 77,000 miles, very nice 

example at.£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 2 
owners.£2,995 

53 SMART City Passion Convertible Auto. Red/silver, 39,000 

miles, 1 owner, FSH.£2,995 

55 CITROEN C4 1.4VT Coupe In black, 58,000 miles, low running 

costs .£2,795 

07 PROTON Savvy 1.1 Style 5-Dr. In black, 50,000 miles, low 

running costs.£2,695 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Auto 5-dr. In met red, 56,000 
miles .£2,695 

54 PEUGEOT 307 XSi 2.0 HDi 3-dr. In black with half leather trim. 

Economical and quick .Reduced to £2,495 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with Racaro 

seats, white alloys etc .£2,495 

53 SMART City Passion 700CL Auto. In met pink/silver, 54,000 

miles, nice example at.£2,495 

52 FIESTA 1.3 LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, 2 local owners, 

low insurance.£2,495 

52 FORD Fiesta 1.3 Finnese 5-dr. In red, 63,000 miles, 1 local 

owner, low insurance.£1,995 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with a/c, 
heated seats etc .Reduced to £1,695 



06SMB9.3Gonv<erktie(lnecr 150) 

In black with cream leather 52,000 miles 

£4,995 



09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe SI 11 

Black Leather, 47,000 Miles 

£6,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

ection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


K black i v 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Perfect performance 
from Bridgend Athletic 


BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC defied 
the gale force winds 
and frequent show¬ 
ers at the top of the 
Swansea mountain 
to turn in a four try 
bonus point per¬ 
formance, defeating 
Bonymaen 24-0. 

Everything that was 
wrong in the previous 
week’s performance was 
put right with full com¬ 
mitment and tackling to 
keep a clean sheet on the 
day. 

The Athletic were 
ahead within 30 seconds. 
Outside half Steven 
Lewis kicked off and 
when Bonymaen 

attempted to kick the ball 
upfield, he was on hand 
to charge down and re¬ 
gather possession to 
cross under the posts. His 
conversion meant the 
Athletic were seven 
points ahead with only 
Lewis touching the ball 
from their side. 

The Athletic kept the 
momentum going exert¬ 
ing a stranglehold on the 
game. The back row of 
Ben Howe, Jonathon 
Jones and captain Sean 
Williams were a potent 


force in both attack and 
defence. They were all 
involved in the second 
Athletic try when a tap 
penalty 30 metres out 
saw Williams round off a 
bout of interpassing with 
a try wide out. 

Scrum half Aled 
Thomas was keeping the 
home side defence on his 
toes, and despite the con¬ 
ditions his partner Lewis 
was keeping ball in hand, 
well supported by centres 
Jonathon Philips and 
Marc Bennett, or switch¬ 
ing the play inside to ball 
carrying locks Tom 
Penry- Ellis and Griff 
Davies. 

Phillips made a break 
from inside his own half 
and perhaps should have 
fed wing Nick Hinton. 
However, the Athletic 
pack was on hand to 
carry on the move and 
lay siege to the 
Bonymaen line. 

The whole front row 
of Matt Muir, Dan Vella 
and Rod Jones had snipes 
at the try line before 
finally lock Griff Davies 
broke the resistance with 
a try wide out. This gave 
the Athletic a 17-0 lead 
which was held until 
halftime despite a yellow 
card for wing Lloyd 



Tom Cole surges away for the second team. 
PICTURE BY GLENNSPORTS 

Bridgend boy 
stars in Rugby 
World Cup 


WALES’ second row 
forward Ben Evans, 
a former Brynteg 
Comprehensive 
pupil, has been 
named in the ‘Team 
of the Week’ for 
round one of the 
Rugby League 
World Cup. 

His inclusion, the only 
one from the home 
nations, comes after an 
outstanding performance 
where he scored a try in 
Wales’ 32-16 defeat by 
Italy at the Millennium 
Stadium. 

New Zealand led the 
way with three players 
after they beat Samoa 
42-24 in their opening 
match. 

Evans, who was man 
of the match at the 
Millennium Stadium 


eight years ago when he 
helped Brynteg 

Comprehensive win the 
year-7 Champion 

Schools Linal, said: 
“You always have 
dreams of playing for 
your country in front of 
such a big crowd. I was 
over the moon when I 
scored, but I would have 
given that up for a win. 

“It’s been a long time 
since I played at the 
Millennium Stadium for 
Brynteg in the curtain 
raiser to the Challenge 
Cup Linal and that’s 
where rugby league 
started for me. 

“To go back there and 
play for Wales in a 
World Cup opening day 
at the Millennium 
Stadium just 20 minutes 
from where I was born is 
a fairytale. You really 
couldn’t write about it.” 



Ben Howe tries to offload as Aled 
Thomas supports. 

PICTURE BY KERRY FOTHERGILL 


Rogers. 

The Athletic have had 
a malaise of slow restarts 
to second halves and 
have been very vulnera¬ 
ble in this period this sea¬ 
son. However, on this 
occasion they started the 
second half in fine style. 

Lull back Josh White 
gave them an excellent 
platform deep inside the 
Bonymaen 22 with a 
well-judged kick in the 
gale force wind. Lrom a 
five metre line out 
Williams gathered the 
ball and the drive result¬ 
ed in Howe being 
rewarded for an excellent 
performance with a try 
wide out. 

Lewis, kicking into 
the teeth of the gale, 
landed an excellent 
touchline conversion of 
the bonus point try. 

Bonymaen were now 
showing indiscipline 
although great spirit and 
a succession of yellow 
cards saw them fighting a 
real uphill battle. 

However their cause 
was helped by passive 
scrummages as they ran 
out of front row cover. 
This prevented the 
Athletic driving home 
the advantage Muir, 
Vella and Jones already 
had exerted in the front 
row. 

Only on two occasions 
did Bonymaen threaten 
in the second half and 
excellent cover tackles 
by Phillips and Howe 
snuffed out the threat. All 
the squad, including 
replacement prop Liam 
Griffin, making a wel¬ 
come return after eight 
months sidelined with a 


knee injury, fellow prop 
Wayne Looks, Ben 
Thomas and Rhys Jones, 
put in an excellent shift 
in the most testing of 
conditions. 

The win was a marvel¬ 
lous confidence booster 
for the Athletic with a 
break for the autumn 
internationals until 
November 23 when they 
entertain third placed 
north Wales side RGC 
1404. 

Congratulations are in 
place to the Apsee 
cousins, No 8 Dan and 
prop Rhodri, who repre¬ 
sented Malta in a World 
Cup qualifying win in 
Lithuania. 

BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC 2ND 
XV 79 MAESTEG 
CELTIC 2ND XV 5 
The Athletic 2nd XV 
point machine marched 
on defying treacherous 


playing conditions with 
a 13 try, 79-5 demoli¬ 
tion of Maesteg Celtic 
in a District League 
game. 

They have now won 
all eight fixtures this sea¬ 
son racking up 329 
points and 50 tries. 

Wings Dan Howells 
and William Williams 
each scored a try hat trick 
- with Williams now 
enjoying seven tries this 
campaign. 

However leading try 
scorer is Harry Griffiths 
whose try brace put him 
one ahead of Wi ll iams 
with eight this campaign. 

Other try scorers were 
half backs Stuart Kenny 
and Tom Cole, full back 
Nick Jones and prop 
Lewis Davies and No 8 
Rob Davies; Cole con¬ 
verted five of the tries 
with single conversions 
for the Jones boys, Nick 
and Scott. AB 


LOCAL HOCKEY 
TEAMS IN ACTION 


BRIDGEND men’s hockey 
team lined up against their 
strongest opposition to date, 
league leaders Bath City, who 
had won 16-0 the week before. 

Bridgend set out defensively and 
weathered the storm both on and off 
the pitch, keeping at bay eight first 
half short comers. 

However, the ball was unfortunate¬ 
ly deflected into the Bridgend goal by 
a defender. Bridgend equalised before 
halftime through a great strike from 
captain Dave Knight. 

Bridgend took the lead early in the 
second half through James Griffiths, 
but despite keeping out a further seven 
short corners, and keeper Adam 
Hawas making incredible saves, 
Bridgend succumbed to the pressure, 
holding Bath to their closest game of 
the season so far, albeit losing 4-2. 
Bridgend's development XI contin¬ 
ued their winning ways with an 
emphatic 8-1 win over an experi¬ 
enced Whitchurch side, increasing 
their 5-0 halftime lead to end com¬ 
fortable winners. 

An excellent team performance, 
demonstrating that swift and accurate 
passing creates chances, resulted in 
two more goals being added to the 
result. 

Bridgend ladies came out 6-0 win¬ 
ners against Penarth thirds 

Louise Jones (2), Sian Rosser (2), 
Jo Poupon and Rhian Jenkins were the 
scorers and man of match was Charly 
Morris; newcomer Rhian Jenkins 
played excellent hockey. 

The ladies 2nd team were defeated 
3-0 by Cardiff University. 


In wet and windy (almost hurri¬ 
cane!) conditions, the 2nds did well to 
come away with a 3-0 loss, as the stu¬ 
dents were aggressive attacking and 
Bridgend did well to keep them at bay. 

There was excellent play from key 
second team players Megan 
Duncombe, Bethan Johnson and 
Brogan Thomas, to name a few. 

The ladies first team were then 
determined from the start to show 
Pembroke that they wanted the win 
in their cup game, with fast pace 
passing resulting in three goals in 
quick succession from Louise Jones, 
Rhian Jenkins and Jo Poupon. 

Good defending from Liz Pearce, 
Justine Crosby and Meryl Maunder 
kept the opposition out, and although 
Pembroke tried to get back in the 
game, but Bridgend were having none 
of it and worked as a team, chasing 
everything, for a final score of 7-1 
Bridgend men, keen to get their cup 
campaign off to a winning start 
against Swansea City, started 
strongly. 

With two goals from Nick Anthony, 
a third goal came from Dave Allen at 
an acute angle. Nick then completed 
his hat trick before halftime. 

The second half was a far more 
dour affair, with Bridgend having to 
defend very deep in their own half on 
occasions; however further goals came 
from Jon Rubery and another from 
Dave Allen. 

Swansea got a late consolation, 
however their fate was already sealed. 

EP 



Aaron Halse breaks through the tackles. 
PICTURES BY JULIE HANCOCK 


Valuable win 
for Pencoed 

PENCOED gained 
a valuable try 
bonus point in this 
four tries to one, 

29-10, victory over 
Morriston at the 
Recreation 
Ground. 

The match opened 
with a high swirling 
cross wind towards the 
clubhouse end favouring 
the visitors. 

Pencoed hooker Ieuan 
Watkins was prominent 
in the early stages with 
his forceful driving play, 
before flanker Tom 
Burke made the first 
clean break of the after¬ 
noon, the pass unfortu¬ 
nately going to ground 
in the difficult condi¬ 
tions. 

Pencoed opened the 
scoring after 15 minutes 

^t win ^ 6 i Glen Hiscocks kicks ahead. 

denied a score at the 
posts for a previous 
scrummage offence. 

With the second half 
minutes ticking away the 
Pencoed support were 
anxiously awaiting a 
bonus point try, and it 
was player-coach Halse 
who calmed the nerves, 
capitalizing on a loose 
Morriston pass to dive 
over for the all important 
score, Cross converting. 

This was followed, to 
the spectators’ amuse¬ 
ment, by Pencoed coach 
Steve Rees chasing the 
blown away contents of 
the first aid bag across 
an unoccupied part of 
the pitch! Pun over, the 
visitors got a deserved 
late consolation try 
through Gareth Thomas, 
Shill adding the conver¬ 
sion, for a match score¬ 
line of 29-10. 

Hooker Ieuan Watkins 
was chosen as Pencoed 
man of the match with 
centre Lloyd Bargery 
also in the reckoning. 

Pencoed will resume 
Division 3 South West 
League action at 
Bryncoch on November 
23 following the South 
Africa, Argentina, and 
Tonga autumn interna¬ 
tionals. 

Pencoed RPC. host a 
‘past and present players 
reunion’ on Priday, 
November 29, the eve of 
the Australia internation¬ 
al, and would be delight¬ 
ed to see in particular 
past players in atten¬ 
dance. The evening from 
7pm will feature come¬ 
dian Lenny Dee, and 
food will be provided. 

TR 


eu uy ouisiue nan iviaic 
Davies, centre Lloyd 
Bargery put clean 
through the Morriston 
midfield before support¬ 
ing full back Tom Cross 
released wing Glen 
Hiscocks who raced 
away from 30 metres to 
score at the posts; 
Davies converted. 

Bargery was giving 
the visitors trouble with 
his aggressive running 
and the home side 
almost got a second try, 
back row forward Aaron 
Halse squeezed out in 
the dead ball area in the 
act of scoring. 

Pencoed then suffered 
an injury blow with 
young Adam Williams 
playing at scrum half, 
stretchered off, the 
ambulance response 
excellent. 

Chris Shill opened the 
visitors’ account with a 
penalty goal before 
Pencoed increased their 
lead with Davies and 
Bargery combining for 
the centre to cut through 
from 22 metres to score 


under the posts, Davies 
adding the extras. 

Pencoed then picked 
up a yellow card with 
Cross moving to emer¬ 
gency scrum half before 
Liam Halse did well 
fielding a high kick in 
the swirling conditions 
on the home 22 before 
clearing to halfway. 

Pencoed then suffered 
a further injury blow 
with skipper and play- 
maker Davies forced 
from the field of play 
with a rib injury, 
Pencoed's injury jinx 
once again surfacing. 

Pencoed were not 
deterred however, and 
got their third try 
approaching the interval, 
Halse at No 8 capitalis¬ 
ing on a dominant 
Pencoed scrum to get the 
touchdown, and the 
home side led 19-3 at the 
break. 

Pencoed created sev¬ 
eral chances early in the 
second half with three- 
quarter Rhys Watkins 
playing in the back row 



Lloyd Bargery squeezes through 
the Morriston defence. 
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After the off-field turmoil over who governs Europe.... 


Springboks are the Welsh 
team’s big game focus 



I N 1974, the then Prime Minister, 
Edward Heath, famously ended 
weeks of conflict with the trades 
unions by putting the case for the sta¬ 
tus quo to the public’s vote - with the 
slogan 'WHO GOVERNS BRITAIN?’- a 
miscalculation that rebounded in a 
hung Parliament and his eventual 
replacement by bitter leadership rival, 
Margaret Thatcher. 

While the worlds of politics and sport as yet, 
thankfully, converge on only rare occasions (a 
notable example being the London Olympics ) 
there is, nevertheless, a certain parallel to be 
drawn in the very public acrimony over the 
future of Europe’s Heineken Cup that has 
threatened rugby union’s equivalent of civil 
war - and has seemed to be less about the 
notion of ‘fairness’ than a naked struggle for 
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power and control of a large chunk of the pro¬ 
fessional game in the northern hemisphere. 

Many have accepted the need for reform and 
restructuring, to correct anomalies in the quali¬ 
fication system for European competition, and 
expressed some sympathy with the English 
Premiership and French ligue clubs, who also 
demanded a more equitable three-way split of 
financial proceeds with the Rabo Direct Pro 12 
of Wales, Ireland, Scotland and Italy, than the 
prevailing 48%-52%. 

However, what might have been reasonable 
grounds for negotiation soon became evident as 
nothing less than an Anglo-French putsch, 
designed to break away from the ERC’s 
Heineken Cup altogether and replace it with 
their own Rugby Champions Cup; underwrit¬ 
ten by a fat TV contract with BT Sport (in pref¬ 
erence to current Heineken broadcaster, Sky). 

At the same time, they invited the Pro 12 
clubs to join “if they so wished”, thus effectively 
sidelining the national unions, who were not 
prepared to sanction the move (apart from the 
RFU, who hovered nervously on the fence). 

The war of words went on apace, with the 
FFR (Federation Francaise de Rugby) describ¬ 
ing the new tournament as “ irrelevant and inap¬ 
propriate ” . 

Meanwhile, the French ligue clubs’ 
spokesman Paul Goze was insisting that “the 
Heineken Cup is dead” - as they would not take 
part in a European competition without the 
English clubs, who would henceforth be con¬ 
tracted to BT Sport. 

The English clubs had bluntly declared that 
“next year there will be a Rugby Champions Cup 
- or there will be nothing”, which clearly left lit¬ 
tle room for manoeuvre 

The situation escalated when the four cash- 
strapped Welsh regions, fearing a disastrous 
loss of revenue, ignored WRU warnings and 
came out in favour of the rival European com¬ 
petition, lured by the promise of improved 
financial rewards. 

Since then, it appears the warring parties 
have drawn closer together, but at the time of 
writing it is still not clear if the fundamental 
question of who governs European rugby in the 
long run has been fully answered. ( Mind you, 
unlike Edward Heath’s ‘ who soverns? ’question 
in 1974, there is no chance of it being put to the 
rugby public’s vote!) 


Some very harsh things have been said and 
one can only hope that the fallout will have 
done no lasting damage to European relations. 

At least attention now shifts to the place that 
really matters - the field of play - and for 
Wales, this means the autumn internationals 
and, more immediately, the renewal of hostili¬ 
ties with South Africa, who pipped them by just 
one point (17-16), when last they met two years 
ago at the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand. 

While displays in the RWC and, more recent¬ 
ly, the epic 30-3 win over England in the Six 
Nations earlier this year, have put a spring in 
the step of Welsh rugby, giving rise to renewed 
hope that the national team under Warren 
Gatland really has turned an important corner 
in terms of long-sought consistency, there can 
be no doubting the huge test that lies ahead at 
the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff on Saturday. 

After all, the Welsh dragon has lost all but 
one of its 26 clashes (with one match drawn) 
against the Springboks, since they first met 107 
years ago, on December 1,1906 at St Helens, 
Swansea, going down 0-11. 

Wales lost the next four in a row by narrow 
margins - before the gap between the two 
began to widen in 1995, with a 40-11 defeat for 
the tourists at Eden Park, Johannesburg. 

Worse was to follow three years later, on June 
27,1998, with that infamous horror show at 
Loftus Versfeld, Pretoria, when rampant 
Springboks ran in 15 tries, to overwhelm 
Wales by 96-13 - as the jeering crowd cried out 
for more. Amazingly, just one year later, a 
heroic Wales team gained revenge with their 
first, and only, victory, 28-19, over the stunned 
Springboks at a half-completed new 
Millennium Stadium 

South African superiority was re-established 
in 2004 with another hefty 53-19 win, but the 
gap truly began to narrow in new head coach 
Gatland’s first Grand Slam year, 2008, when 
battling Wales were edged out 15-20 at the 
Millennium Stadium. 

The encouraging, but frustrating trend has 
continued - with only a handful of points sepa¬ 
rating them - the one-point margin at RWC 
2011 following the four-point (25-29) deficit at 
the Millennium Stadium in 2010, on the last 
autumn occasion the two teams met in Cardiff. 

The overall statistics may not make comfort¬ 
able reading, with South Africa winning 24 out 


So near and yet so far...again! 

The last time the two teams met in the 
World Cup, South Africa scraped a 
one-point win over impressive Wales. 
Revenge would he sweet on Saturday, as 
the men in red strive for that elusive 
southern hemisphere scalp. 

of the 26 matches and rattling up a total of 715 
points to Wales’ 367. 

However, there is a new spirit abroad in this 
confident young Welsh squad, and while no-one 
underestimates the challenge they face from 
arguably the second best team in the world, it 
surely cannot be long now before they start to 
accumulate those coveted southern hemisphere 
scalps and complete the transformation under 
Gatland. 

That startling, though isolated, 28-19 win in 
1999, proved it can be done - and Welsh for¬ 
tunes have come on leaps and bounds since then 
under the canny Kiwi. 

Success in the autumn campaign would mark 
a major milestone on the carefully mapped-out 
road to the next Rugby World Cup. 

It surely cannot be long before nail-bitingly 
narrow defeats are turned into triumph over 
the southern hemisphere big boys - and 
Saturday at the Millennium Stadium is a good 
place for Wales to begin the process of revers¬ 
ing the trend! 

Apart from the All Blacks, they couldn't face 
a tougher obstacle this weekend. While England 
may have pointed the way with their 20-13 vic¬ 
tory over the out-of-sorts Wallabies at 
Twickenham on Saturday, the match-hardened 
Springboks should prove more formidable 
opposition for a notoriously slow-starting Wales 
side, who will certainly not want a repeat of the 
whitewash they suffered in last year's autumn 
tests. 

WALES TEAM: Leigh Halfpenny (Blues), 
George North (Northampton Saints), Jonathan 
Davies (Scarlets), Scott Williams (Scarlets), Eli 
Walker (Ospreys), Rhys Priestland (Scarlets), 
Mike Phillips (Unattached): Gethin Jenkins 
(Blues), Richard Hibbard (Ospreys), Adam Jones 
(Ospreys), Bradley Davies (Blues), Alun Wyn 
Jones (Ospreys), Dan Lydiate (Racing Metro), 
Sam Warburton (Blues, capt), Toby Faletau. 

Replacements: Ken Owens (Scarlets), Paul 
James (Bath), Scott Andrews (Blues), Luke 
Charteris (Perpignan), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys) 
Lloyd Williams (Blues), James Hook 
(Perpignan), Liam Williams (Scarlets). 

































